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3:00  PM 

SESSION  FOUR,  MONDAY.  SEPTEMBER  5TH,  3:00  PM 
11400  W.  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 

Lot  5000-5137  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection  of  Early  Silver  Dollars  Part  II 

To  be  sold  immediately  prior  to  the  Early  Silver  Dollar  lots  in  our 
Pre-Long  Beach  U.S.  sale,  Session  4  (separate  catalogue). 


OPEN  LOT  VIEWING 
August  29-Sept  5,  2011 
9am  -  5pm 


LOT  PREVIEW  SCHEDULE 
By  Appointment  Only 
Through  August  28,  2011  9am-  5pm 


GOLDBERG  OFFICES.  LOS  ANGELES 
1 1 400  West  Olympic  Blvd  Suite  800 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90064 
310-551-2646 


You  may  view  our  online  catalogues  and  BID  LIVE  on  our  website,  www.goldbergcoins.com 

or  on  ICollector  at  www.iCollector.com.  You  may  also  enter  prior  internet  bids  on  our  website,  or  arrange 

telephone  bidding  with  us. 


SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  FORM  &  CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

EH  Yearly  Coin  Subscription  ( excludes  Hardbounds ): 

$75  US  Domestic  |  $100  International 

□  Yearly  Subscription,  All  Catalogues 

(includes  Coin  &  Currency  and  Manuscripts  Sales): 

$100  US  Domestic  |  $160  International 


PLEASE  FILL  OUT  THIS  FORM  AND  MAIL  TO: 
Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles 
1 1 400  West  Olympic  Blvd  Suite  800 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90064 
OR  FAX  TO:  310-551-2626 


Individual  catalogues  can  be  purchased  at  the  listed 


Sale  #65  September  4.  201 1 
I — I  The  Davy  Collection  of  Half  Cents  Part  II 
The  Whister  Collection  of  Half  Cents 
$15  US  Domestic  |  $40  International 
Hardbound  Edition  $150  |  $180  International 


price.  Please  check  off  the  desired  catalogues  below. 


Sale  #66  December.  201 1 
EH  The  Manuscript  &  Collectibles  Auction 
Featuring  Collectibles  And  Historical  Documents 
With  Space  and  Aviation 
$15  US  Domestic  |  $40  International 


Sale  #65  September  5-6.  201 1 
□  United  States  Coins  &  Currency 
(Pre-Long  Beach) 

$15  US  Domestic  |  $40  International 


EH  Sale  #67  January  29-Februarv  3.  201 2 

United  States  Coins  &  Currency 

(Pre-Long  Beach)  Featuring  U.S  Gold  and  Currency 

$15  US  Domestic  |  $40  International 


□  Sale  #65  September  6,  201 1 
Ancient  and  World  Coins 

(Pre-Long  Beach)  Featuring  Ancient  &  World  Coins 
$  1 5  US  Domestic  |  $40  International 


□  Sale  #69  Spring  201 2 

The  Manuscript  &  Collectibles  Auction 
Featuring  Collectibles  And  Historical  Documents 
With  Space  and  Aviation 
$15  US  Domestic  |  $40  International 
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CATALOGUE  SUBSCRIPTION  PAYMENT  INFORMATION 


□  Visa  CD  MasterCard  Ed  Check  (Payable  to  lra&  Larry  Goldberg  Coins  and  Collectibles,  Inc. ) 


Card  Number 


Expiration  Date 


SHIPPING  INFORMATION 


Cardholder  Signature 

$ _ 

Total  Payment 

California  Residents  Add  9.75%  Sales  Tax. 
Prices  Are  Subject  To  Change. 


First  Name  (please  print  or  type) 

Last  Name 

Business  (if  applicable) 

Street  Address 

City 

State 

Zip  Code 

Telephone 


Fax 


Email 


THE  DR.  HESSELGESSER  COLLECTION 

OF  EARLY  SILVER  DOLLARS  PART  II 
Sale  65,  SEPTEMBER  5,  201  I 

ABSENTEE  BIDDER  FORM 

PLEASE  FILL  OUT  THIS  FORM  AND  MAIL  TO: 

Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles 
1 1 400  West  Olympic  Blvd  Suite  800 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90064 
Attn:  Bid  Department 
OR  FAX  TO:  310-551-2626 


BIDDER  INFORMATION 


First  Name  (please  print  or  type) 

Last  Name 

Middle  Initial 

Company  Name  (if  applicable) 

Street  Address  □  (check  if  new  address) 

City 

State 

Zip  Code 

Telephone  Home  (Required) 

Daytime 

Mobile 

Fax 

Email 

Today's  Date _ 

Resale  ID# _ 

C  ustomer# _ 

Please  send  my  invoice  via: 

□  Fax 

□  Email 

□  Mail 


Bidders  who  do  not  have  established  credit  with  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles  or  other  leading  coin  dealers  must  enclose  a  25% 
deposit  on  bids,  or  bids  will  not  be  executed.  See  our  Terms  &  Conditions  tor  acceptable  methods  of  payment.  To  expedite 
verification,  please  provide  the  full  name  and  zip  code  of  each  numismatic  reference. 


I  HAVE  ESTABLISHED  CREDIT  WITH  IRA  & 
LARRY  GOLDBERG.  INC.  OR  HAVE 
PROVIDED  NUMISMATIC  REFERENCES 

□  I  HAVE  ENCLOSED  A  DEPOSIT  IN  THE 
FORM  OF  A  (CIRCLE  ONE): 

Money  Order  Check 


Reference  No. 


Total  Amount  $ 


SIGNATURE 


NUMISMATIC  REFERENCES 


Name  (please  print  or  type) 

Business 

Daytime  Phone 

Zip  Code 

Name  (please  print  or  type) 

Business 

Daytime  Phone 

Zip  Code 

Name  (please  print  or  type) 

Business 

Daytime  Phone 

Zip  Code 

DATE 


liy  signing  above,  you  permit  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles  to  execute  your  bid  (s)  AND  agree  to  the  terms  and  Conditions  of  sail 


BIDS  UNDER  50%  OF  LOW  ESTIMATE  WILL  NOT  BE  ACCEPTED 

For  additional  bid  sheets,  please  photocopy  this  page  before  entering  bids. 


Lot  # 

Bid  Amount 

Lot# 

Bid  Amount 

Lot  #  Bid  Amount 

Lot  #  Bid  Amount 

_ 

SUGGESTED  BIDDING  INCREMENTS 

$0-99 

$5 

$  1 8K-49.999 

$  1 .000 

$100-299 

$10 

$50K-99.999 

$2500 

$300-499 

$20 

$  1 00K-249K 

$5000 

$500-999 

$25 

$250K-499.999 

$  1  OK 

$  IK- 1999 

$50 

$500K-  4- 

$25K 

$2K-3999 

$100 

$4K-7,999 

$250 

$8K- 17999 

$500 

GUIDE  FOR  ABSENTEE  BIDDERS 

All  bids  must  be  received  6  business  hours  prior  to  the  Auction  Session. 
Your  Absentee  Bid  Form  should  contain  bids  for  one  sale  only;  the  sale 
name  and  sale  number  should  appear  at  the  top.  Please  place  your 
bids  as  early  as  possible.  In  the  event  of  identical  bids,  the  earliest 

bid  received  will  take  precedence. 

Bidders  MUST  read  through  our  Terms  and  Conditions  before 
submitting  bids.  These  terms  contain  important  information  regarding 
our  guarantees,  billing,  shipping,  and  return  policies. 


ABSENTEE  BIDS 

If  you  are  unable  to  attend  the  auction  in  person, 
and  wish  to  place  bids,  you  may  give  Ira  &  Larry 
Goldberg’s  bid  department  instructions  to  bid 
on  your  behalf.  Our  representatives  will  try  to 
purchase  the  lot  for  the  lowest  price  possible, 
and  will  not  purchase  the  lot  for  more  than  you 
indicate.  This  service  is  free  and  confidential. 
Note:  Ira  &  Larry  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles 
offers  this  service  as  a  convenience  to  clients 
who  are  unable  to  attend  the  sale  in  person,  and 
although  we  will  make  every  effort,  we  will  not  be 
responsible  for  error  or  failure  to  execute  bids. 

PLACING  ABSENTEE  BIDS 

To  place  bids,  please  use  the  Absentee  Bidder 
Form  provided  in  this  catalog.  Be  sure  to 
accurately  put  the  lot  number  and  the  maximum 
price  you  are  willing  to  pay  on  each  lot.  Always 
indicate  a  top  limit  or  the  amount  which  you 
would  bid  if  you  were  attending  the  auction  in 
person.  This  amount  should  not  include  the 
buyers  commission  noted  in  chapter  16  of  the 
“Terms  and  Conditions  of  sale". 

MAIL  BIDS 

When  bidding  by  mail,  you  frequently  purchase 
lots  for  less  than  your  maximum  bid.  On  the  floor 
of  the  auction,  bidding  will  open  at  5-10%  above 
the  second  highest  mail  bid:  We  act  on  your 
behalf  as  the  highest  mail  bidder.  If  the  auctioneer 
recognizes  no  other  bids  from  the  floor,  you  will 
be  awarded  the  lot  at  the  opening  bid.  If  bidding 
proceeds  from  the  floor,  the  company,  acting  as 
your  agent,  bids  in  increments  over  the  previous 
bid.  This  process  is  continued  until  you  are 
awarded  the  lot  or  you  are  outbid  by  the  floor. 


LIMIT  BIDDERS 

If  you  have  a  “limit”  that  you  must  stay  within  you 
must  clearly  notate  this  limit  on  your  bid  sheet. 
We  will  buy  your  lots  as  inexpensively  as  possible 
but  will  not  exceed  your  “limit”. 

"OR  BIDS" 

Alternative  bids  should  be  indicated  by  using 
the  word  “OR"  between  the  lot  numbers.  Then 
if  your  bid  on  an  early  lot  is  successful,  we  will 
not  continue  to  bid  on  any  other  lots  for  you. 
Or,  if  your  early  bids  are  unsuccessful,  we  will 
continue  to  execute  bids  for  alternative  lots  until 
a  bid  is  successful.  Bids  must  always  be  placed 
in  the  same  order  as  the  lot  numbers  appear  in 
the  catalog. 

TELEPHONE  BIDS 

Bids  may  be  placed  by  telephone,  but  are 
accepted  only  at  Ira  &  Larry  Goldberg  Coins 
&  Collectibles  discretion  and  at  the  risk  of  the 
telephone  bidder.  We  will  not  be  responsible 
for  error  or  failure  to  notify  the  customer 
in  a  timely  manner  during  the  auction.  The 
telephone  bidder  must  notify  the  company  at 
least  24  hours  prior  to  auction  all  lots  the  bidder 
is  interested  in  bidding  on.  The  telephone 
bidder  should  have  a  preconceived  idea  of  the 
top  limit  that  he/she  would  like  to  bid  prior  to 
auction.  In  some  instances,  the  representative 
of  the  company  will  request  this  information  at 
the  time  of  auction.  This  information  assists  us 
in  the  bidding  process  by  giving  us  a  range  to 
stay  active  in  the  bidding.  We  will  not  notify  the 
auctioneer  of  your  limit  and  will  buy  your  lot  at  the 
lowest  price  possible. 


INTERNET  BIDDING 

Ira  &  Larry  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles  has 
internet  bidding  available  for  those  wishing  to 
conduct  bidding  online.  For  those  customers 
wishing  to  place  prior  bids  via  email  or  internet, 
please  go  to  goldbergcoins.com.  Click  the  “how 
to  bid”  button,  then  click  the  online  fill  in  form. 
You  must  be  registered  with  our  firm  to  be  able  to 
participate  in  the  internet  bidding  process.  This 
service  is  free  and  confidential.  You  may  view 
our  online  catalogues  and  bid  live  on  our 
website  or  on  ICollector  at  www.iCollector. 
com.  Instructions  and  details  are  available 
online.  Additional  premium  and  terms  and 
conditions  apply  when  bidding  through 
ICollector.com.  You  must  be  pre-approved  to 
bid  live.  Please  note  that  network  down  time 
or  internet  speed  may  interfere  with  bidding. 
All  internet  bids  are  executed  LIVE  on  the 
floor. 

BUYER’S  PREMIUM 

The  “top  limit”  you  indicate  on  your  bid  form  is  for 
the  hammer  price  only.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  a 
buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  the  successful 
bid  price  of  each  lot  you  buy  and  is  payable  by 
you,  together  with  the  applicable  sales  tax  and 
shipping  charges  which  is  applied  to  the  total 
cost  of  your  purchase  (the  total  cost  includes  the 
buyer’s  premium). 

SUCCESSFUL  BIDS 

Successful  bidders  will  be  notified  and  invoiced 
within  a  few  days  of  the  sale.  Prices  realized 
are  posted  on  our  website  immediately  following 
each  session,  and  are  subject  to  change  until  the 
completion  of  the  sale. 


TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS  OF  SALE 


These  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  set  forth  the  terms  of  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  in  Beverly  Hills,  Cali¬ 
fornia  by  Ira  &  Larry  Goldberg  Coins  &  Collectibles,  Inc.,  a  Nevada  corporation,  California  Auction  Bond  No. 
3S95453300  (hereinafter,  the  “Auctioneer”  or  "Goldberg”).  The  Terms  and  Conditions  of  sale,  the  glossary,  if  any, 
and  all  other  contents  of  this  catalog  are  subject  to  amendment  by  us  by  the  posting  of  notices  or  by  oral  an¬ 
nouncements  made  during  the  sale. 

By  participating  in  any  sale,  you  acknowledge  that  you  are  bound  by  these  terms  and  conditions. 


1  This  catalog  contains  the  description 
of  property  of  multiple  consignors  (the  “Con¬ 
signors”),  and  may  include  consignments  from 
Goldberg,  its  principals,  and  affiliated  or  related 
companies  and  their  employees,  officers,  or 
principals.  All  persons  seeking  to  bid,  whether 
in  person,  through  an  agent  or  employee,  or  by 
telephone,  facsimile  or  mail,  must  have  a  cata¬ 
logue  and  register  to  bid  at  the  auction,  either  by 
completing  a  registration  card  or  by  completing 
the  bid  sheet  incorporated  into  the  catalogue. 
The  Purchaser  acknowledges  that  an  invoice 
describing  a  lot  by  number  incorporates  the 
catalogue  by  reference. 

2  By  submitting  a  bid,  whether  in  per¬ 
son,  by  mail,  by  phone,  by  facsimile  or  through 
an  employee  or  agent,  the  Bidder  acknowledg¬ 
es  (i)  receipt  of  the  catalogue,  (ii)  that  the  Bidder 
has  read  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  and 
the  descriptions  for  the  lots  on  which  they  have 
bid,  and  (iii)  that  they  agree  to  adhere  to  these 
Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale.  Acceptance  of 
Bids:  Anyone  wishing  to  place  bids  on  lots  who 
will  not  be  attending  the  live  auction  must  submit 
their  bid(s)  at  least  six  (6)  business  hours  prior 
to  the  auction  session.  Bidder  is  responsible  for 
verifying  said  bids  were  received  by  Goldberg. 

3  Each  Bidder’s  determination  of  it’s  bid 
should  be  based  upon  its  own  examination  of 
the  item(s),  rather  than  the  grade  represented  in 
this  Catalogue  or  elsewhere.  In  any  purchase 
or  sale,  the  value  of  the  item(s)  is  determined 
by  the  price.  THE  PURCHASER  HEREBY 
ASSUMES  ALL  RISKS  OF  VALUATION  CON¬ 
CERNING  ANY  AND  ALL  PURCHASES.  All 
Floor  Bidders  acknowledge  that  the  Auctioneer 
can  decline  to  accept  bids  from  the  a  Floor  Bid¬ 
der  who  is  known  to  have  not,  in  fact,  examined 
the  lot  prior  to  the  sale. 

4  All  material  shall  be  sold  in  separate 
lots  to  the  highest  Bidder  as  determined  by  Auc¬ 
tioneer  If  any  dispute  arises  during  or  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  sale  of  a  lot,  Auctioneer  shall 
have  the  right  to  rescind  the  lot  offered  and  put 
the  lot  up  for  sale  again.  In  all  cases,  Auction¬ 
eer’s  decision  shall  be  final  For  the  protection 


of  any  Mail  Bidder,  no  “unlimited”  or  “buy”  bids 
will  be  accepted.  Goldberg  shall  have  the  right 
in  its  sole  and  absolute  discretion  to  reject  any 
such  bid  received.  When  identical  bids  are  re¬ 
ceived  for  a  lot,  preference  is  given  to  the  first 
bid  received  as  determined  by  the  Auctioneer. 
A  mail  bid  will  take  precedence  over  an  iden¬ 
tical  floor  bid;  a  Floor  Bidder  must  bid  higher 
than  the  highest  mail  bid  to  be  awarded  any  lot. 

5  Bids  must  be  for  an  entire  lot  and 
each  lot  constitutes  a  separate  sale.  No  lot  will 
be  broken  up  unless  the  Auctioneer  determines 
otherwise.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  their  numbered 
sequence  unless  Auctioneer  directs  otherwise. 

6  All  lots  may  carry  a  reserve.  For  pur¬ 
poses  of  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale,  a 
reserve  means  a  confidential  price  below  which 
the  Auctioneer  will  not  sell  an  item  or  will  re¬ 
purchase  on  behalf  of  the  Consignor  or  for  the 
account  of  Goldberg. 

7  The  Auctioneer  may  open  the  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the 
seller;  a  Bidder  by  mail,  telephone  or  facsimile; 
or  any  other  participant  in  the  sale.  The  Auc¬ 
tioneer  may  also  bid  on  behalf  of  the  Consignor 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  (i)  accepting 
bids  from  floor  agents  on  behalf  of  the  Consign¬ 
or,  or  any  affiliated  or  related  company  of  the 
Auctioneer  or  the  Consignor;  (ii)  by  placing  suc¬ 
cessive  or  consecutive  bids  for  any  lot;  or  (iii)  by 
placing  bids  in  response  to  other  Bidders. 

8  Auctioneer  reserves  the  right,  at  his 
sole  discretion,  (i)  to  accept  or  decline  any  bid, 
(ii)  to  accept  or  decline  any  challenge  to  any  bid 
or  bidding  increment,  (iii)  to  reduce  any  mail  bid 
received,  (iv)  to  open  the  bidding  of  a  lot  at  any 
level  deemed  appropriate  by  the  Auctioneer, 
and  (v)  to  determine  the  prevailing  bid.  Bids  will 
not  be  knowingly  accepted  from  persons  under 
eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  without  a  parent’s 
written  consent  containing  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  herein 
and  indicating  their  agreement  to  be  bound 
thereby  on  behalf  of  the  Bidder. 


9  It  is  unlawful  and  illegal  for  Bidders 
to  collude,  pool,  or  agree  with  another  bidder  to 
pay  less  than  the  fair  value  for  a  lot.  Bidders  in 
the  sale  acknowledge  that  the  law  provides  for 
substantial  penalties  in  the  form  of  treble  dam¬ 
ages  and  attorneys’  fees  and  costs  for  those 
who  violate  these  provisions. 

10  Goldberg  reserves  the  right  to  with¬ 
draw  any  lot  at  any  time,  even  after  the  hammer 
has  fallen,  until  the  Purchaser  has  taken  physi¬ 
cal  possession  of  the  lot.  No  Consignor  who 
has  registered  to  bid  at  the  sale  (or  at  any  other 
time  unless  otherwise  provided  in  the  consign¬ 
ment  agreement),  or  any  Purchaser  or  prospec¬ 
tive  Bidder  shall  have  a  right  to  claim  any  dam¬ 
ages,  direct,  consequential  or  otherwise,  if  a  lot 
is  withdrawn,  even  after  the  sale. 

11  GOLDBERG  IS  NOT  RESPONSIBLE 
FOR  ERRORS  IN  BIDDING.  A  Bidder  should 
make  certain  to  bid  on  the  correct  lot  and  that  the 
bid  is  for  an  amount  (plus  the  fifteen  percent 
(15%)  Buyer’s  Commission)  (twenty  percent 
(20%)  with  ICollector.com)  that  he  or  she  is 
willing  and  able  to  pay.  Since  other  Bidders  (by 
mail,  facsimile  or  other  electronic  media  and  in 
person)  will  be  present,  and  since  a  re-offering 
could  damage  the  momentum  of  the  sale,  once 
the  hammer  has  fallen  and  the  Auctioneer  has 
announced  the  winning  Bidder,  such  Bidder  is 
unconditionally  bound  to  pay  for  the  lot,  even  if 
the  Bidder  has  made  a  mistake. 

12  THIS  IS  NOT  AN  APPROVAL  SALE. 
All  lots  sold  to  the  highest  Bidder  as  determined 
by  Auctioneer  are  final.  Floor  Bidders  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  carefully  examine  all  lots  which 
they  are  interested  in  purchasing  because  all 
sales  of  items  viewed  by  Purchasers  in  advance 
of  a  sale,  even  if  the  sale  is  by  mail,  telephone 
or  facsimile,  and  all  lots  bid 


upon  by  the  Floor  Bidders,  together  with  all 
those  presenting  Goldberg  with  a  resale  cer 
tificate,  out  of  state  resale  certificate,  or  similar 
evidence  that  they  are  acting  as  a  dealer  ARE 
FINAL  AND  SUCH  ITEMS  MAY  NOT  BE  RE¬ 
TURNED.  If  the  description  of  any  lot  in  the 
catalogue  is  incorrect,  the  lot  is  returnable  if  re¬ 
turned  within  five  (5)  calendar  days  of  receipt, 
and  received  by  Goldberg  no  later  than  twenty- 
one  (21 )  calendar  days  after  the  sale  date.  No 
return  or  refund  of  any  auction  lot  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  except  by  reason  of  lack  of  authenticity, 
unless  otherwise  provided  in  these  Terms  and 
Conditions  of  Sale.  All  lots  are  sold  under  the 
condition  that  any  claims  challenging  grading, 
authenticity  or  methods  of  manufacture  must  be 
made  in  writing  within  five  (5)  calendar  days  of 
receipt  of  material.  All  disputed  lots  must  be  re¬ 
turned  intact  as  received  in  their  original,  sealed 
and  unopened  container.  Late  remittance  or 
removal  of  any  lot  from  its  original  container 
constitutes  just  cause  for  revocation  of  all  return 
privileges  for  any  reason. 

13  All  prospective  Bidders  who  are  al¬ 
lowed  the  opportunity  to  examine  lots  prior  to 
the  sale  shall  personally  assume  all  responsi¬ 
bility  for  any  damage  they  cause  in  so  doing. 
Goldberg  shall  have  sole  discretion  in  determin¬ 
ing  the  value  of  the  damage  caused,  which  shall 
be  promptly  paid  by  the  prospective  Bidder. 

14  Title  to  any  lot  remains  with  Consign¬ 
or,  any  secured  party  of  the  Consignor,  or  as¬ 
signee  of  Consignor,  as  the  case  may  be,  until 
the  lot  is  paid  for  in  full  by  Purchaser.  Goldberg 
reserves  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full 
before  delivering  any  lot  to  the  successful  Pur¬ 
chaser. 

15  It  is  the  Purchaser’s  responsibility  and 
obligation  to  have  the  lots  fully  insured  while  in 
his  or  her  possession.  Purchaser  assumes  any 
and  all  RISK  OF  LOSS  once  the  lot(s)  is  in  Pur¬ 
chaser’s  possession. 

16  BUYER’S  COMMISSION  OF  FIF¬ 
TEEN  PERCENT  (15%)  will  be  added  to  all 
purchases  made  by  all  Purchasers,  except 
Consignors,  regardless  of  Purchaser’s  affilia¬ 
tion  with  any  group  or  organization,  and  will  be 
based  upon  the  total  amount  of  the  final  bid. 
ICOLLECTOR  BIDDERS  PAY  TWENTY  PER¬ 
CENT  (20%). 

17  Pursuant  to  a  separate  agreement 
with  Auctioneer,  Consignors  or  their  agents  may 
be  permitted  to  bid  on  their  own  lots  in  the  sale 
and  may  receive  a  rebate  commission  in  whole 
or  in  part  if  successful.  Under  some  circum¬ 
stances,  Goldberg  may  agree  with  a  Consignor 


(i)  not  to  require  the  Consignor  to  pay  for  all  or 
part  of  any  items  bid  upon  or  re-purchased  by 
the  Consignor;  (ii)  when  or  where  an  advance 
has  been  made,  to  have  the  Consignor  pay  an 
agreed  upon  difference  to  Goldberg;  or  (iii)  to 
allow  an  offset  against  other  transactions  with 
Consignor.  Where  the  Consignor  has  re-pur- 
chased  a  lot  and  the  lot  is  either  returned  to  the 
Consignor  or  otherwise  dealt  with  or  disposed 
of  in  accordance  with  the  Consignor's  direction, 
or  pursuant  to  contractual  agreement,  Goldberg 
reserves  the  right  to  so  note  in  the  prices  real¬ 
ized  or  to  omit  a  price  from  the  price  realized. 
Every  Consignor  who  registers  to  bid  in  the 
sale,  whether  to  “protect”  a  lot,  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  agrees  to  all  other  Terms  and  Condi¬ 
tions  of  Sale  per  this  agreement. 

18  Lots  must  be  paid  for  within  14  days 
of  receipt  of  invoice  or  delivery.  Unless  other¬ 
wise  agreed  in  writing,  auction  sales  are  strictly 
cash  above  $2,500.00  in  U  S.  Funds  payable 
through  a  bank  in  the  United  States.  Contact 
Goldberg  for  wiring  instructions  before  sending 
a  wire.  Goldberg  reserves  the  right  to  decline  to 
release  lots  for  which  funds  have  not  yet  cleared. 
Credit  card  (Visa  &  Mastercard  only)  purchases 
will  be  accepted  on  totals  not  exceeding  $5,000. 
On  any  cash  transaction  or  series  of  transaction 
exceeding  $10,000,  Treasury  Form  8300  may 
be  filed. 

19  Purchaser  agrees  to  promptly  pay, 
on  demand,  any  sales  tax,  or  any  other  tax,  if 
required  by  law  to  be  collected,  postage,  han¬ 
dling,  and  shipping  insurance  plus  the  fifteen 
percent  (15%)  Buyer’s  Commission,  and  any 
other  taxes  required  by  law  to  be  charged  or  col¬ 
lected,  together  with  any  interest  or  penalty  that 
may  be  assessed. 

20  Purchaser  grants  to  Goldberg  or  its 
assigns  the  right  to  offset  any  sums  due,  or 
found  to  be  due  Purchaser  by  Goldberg,  and  to 
make  such  offset  from  any  past,  subsequent  or 
future  consignment,  or  items  acquired  by  Pur¬ 
chaser  in  possession  or  control  of  Goldberg  or 
from  any  sums  due  to  Purchaser  by  Goldberg. 
Purchaser  further  grants  Goldberg  a  purchase 
money  security  interest  in  such  sums  or  items 
to  the  extent  applicable,  and  agrees  to  execute 
such  documents  as  may  be  reasonably  neces¬ 
sary  to  grant  Goldberg  such  security  interest. 
Purchaser  agrees  that  Goldberg  and  its  assigns 
shall  be  a  secured  party  with  respect  to  items 
bought  by  Purchaser  and  in  the  possession  of 
Goldberg,  to  the  extent  of  the  maximum  indebt¬ 
edness,  plus  all  accrued  expenses,  until  the  in¬ 
debtedness  is  paid 

21  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  Purchaser 


personally  and  unconditionally  guarantees  pay¬ 
ment.  If  the  Purchaser  is  a  corporation,  the  offi¬ 
cers,  directors,  and  principals  of  the  corporation 
hereby  agree  to  personally  and  unconditionally 
guarantee  payment  as  part  of  the  corporation’s 
agreement  to  bid.  The  authorized  representa¬ 
tive  of  any  corporate  Purchaser  who  is  present 
at  the  sale  shall  provide  Goldberg  or  its  agent, 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  bidding  (or  at 
the  time  of  registration),  with  a  statement  signed 
by  each  principal,  director  and  officer  that  they 
each  personally  and  unconditionally  guarantee 
any  payment  due  Goldberg. 

22  No  bids  will  be  accepted  from  Floor 
Bidders  and  Mail  Bidders  who  have  not  previ¬ 
ously  established  credit  with  Goldberg  unless 
they  first  (i)  furnish  satisfactory  credit  refer¬ 
ences  or  (ii)  deposit  at  least  twenty-five  percent 
(25%)  of  their  total  bids  for  that  session(s),  or 
such  other  amounts  as  Goldberg  may  require, 
in  its  sole  and  absolute  discretion.  Any  deposits 
made  pursuant  to  this  paragraph  will  be  applied 
to  such  Bidders  purchases.  Any  unused  portion 
of  such  deposit  will  be  promptly  refunded  upon 
clearance  of  the  funds. 

23  On  any  accounts  past  due,  Goldberg 
reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  impose 
periodic  charges,  pursuant  to  these  Terms  and 
Conditions  of  Sale  or  as  set  forth  in  the  Pur¬ 
chaser's  invoice.  If  the  auction  invoice  is  not 
paid  in  full  when  due,  the  unpaid  balance  will 
earn  interest  at  the  rate  of  one-and-one-half 
percent  (1  1/2%)  per  month  until  paid.  In  the 
event  this  interest  rate  exceeds  the  interest 
permitted  by  law,  the  same  shall  be  adjusted  to 
the  maximum  rate  permitted  by  law  Goldberg 
further  reserves  the  right  to  resell  the  merchan¬ 
dise,  or  to  have  an  affiliated  or  related  company 
do  so.  Purchaser  agrees  to  pay  all  reasonable 
attorneys’  fees,  court  costs  and  other  collection 
costs  incurred  by  Goldberg  or  any  affiliated  or 
related  company  to  collect  past  due  invoices, 
including  reasonable  costs  of  any  resale  of  the 
merchandise  Purchaser  also  agrees  to  pay  the 
difference  between  the  resale  price  and  any 
previous  disbursements.  Money  realized  from 
the  resale  shall  be  applied  as  follows;  (i)  to  pay 
sums  due  to  the  consignor,  (ii)  to  pay  Goldberg 
standard  commissions  and  fees  for  the  resale, 
(iii)  to  pay  Goldberg  any  sums  owed  to  it  by  pur¬ 
chaser,  and  the  remainder,  if  any,  will  be  paid 
to  the  Purchaser  Goldberg  reserves  the  right  to 
assign  its  interest  to  any  third  party 

24  Goldberg  may  at  its  sole  and  absolute 
discretion,  make  loans  or  advances  to  Consign¬ 
ors  and/or  prospective  Purchasers 

(continued) 


25  The  Auctioneer  may  bid  for  his  or  its 
own  account  at  any  auction  (even  though  it  may 
not  be  required  to  pay  a  Buyer’s  Commission, 
or  other  charges  that  other  Purchasers  may  be 
required  to  pay)  and  may  have  access  to  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  lots  and  items  contained 
therein  that  is  not  otherwise  available  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Any  conflict  of  interest  or  claim  of  competi¬ 
tive  advantage  resulting  therefrom  is  expressly 
waived  by  all  participants  in  the  sale. 

26  If  a  dispute  arises  concerning  owner¬ 
ship  of  a  lot  that  has  been  bid  upon,  Goldberg 
reserves  the  right  to  commence  a  statutory  inter¬ 
pleader  proceeding  at  the  expense  of  the  Con¬ 
signor  and  successful  Purchaser  and  any  other 
applicable  party,  and  in  such  event  Goldbergs 
shall  be  entitled  to  its  reasonable  attorney’s  fees 
and  costs. 

27  In  the  event  of  a  successful  challenge 
to  the  title  to  any  goods  purchased,  Goldberg 
agrees  to  reimburse  any  Purchaser  in  an  amount 
equal  to  the  successful  bid  price  actually  paid 
by  Purchaser  at  auction  plus  any  Buyer’s  Com¬ 
mission  actually  paid,  in  full  and  complete  satis¬ 
faction  of  all  claims,  such  reimbursement  once 
tendered  by  Goldberg,  relieves  and  releases 
Goldberg  from  any  responsibility  whatsoever 
to  the  Purchaser,  even  if  the  instrument  is  not 
cashed  or  is  returned. 

28  Goldberg  reserves  the  right  to  post¬ 
pone  the  auction  sale  or  any  session  thereof 
for  a  reasonable  period  of  time  for  any  reason 
whatsoever,  and  no  Bidder  or  prospective  Bidder 
shall  have  any  claim  as  a  result  thereof,  including 
consequential  damages. 


DISCLAIMERS  AND  WARRANTIES 

ALL  ITEMS  OFFERED  IN  THIS  CATALOGUE 
ARE  GUARANTEED  TO  BE  GENUINE.  THIS 
IS  A  LIMITED  WARRANTY  THAT  THE  ITEM 
SOLD  IS  NOT  COUNTERFEIT,  THAT  ITS  DATE 
OR  MINTMARK  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ALTERED 
AND  THAT  THE  COIN  HAS  NOT  BEEN  “RE¬ 
PAIRED.” 

29  Any  other  warranty  is  expressly  dis¬ 
claimed;  Goldberg  offers  no  representation  that 
a  numismatic  item  has  or  has  not  been  cleaned; 
that  any  toning  is  natural  or  artificial;  that  any  coin 
will  meet  the  standards  or  grade  of  any  indepen¬ 
dent  grading  service;  that  any  item  has  a  particu¬ 
lar  provenance  or  pedigree,  or  that  a  numismatic 
item  is  struck  or  produced  in  a  particular  style. 
Any  statement  concerning  such  matters  reflects 
an  opinion  only.  Questions  regarding  the  minting 


of  a  coin  as  a  proof  or  as  a  business  strike  relate 
to  the  method  of  manufacture  and  not  to  authen¬ 
ticity. 

a.  The  descriptions  contained  herein 
represent  the  Cataloger’s  good  faith  opinion,  or 
the  opinion  of  an  independent  grading  service, 
as  to  the  state  of  preservation  and  strike.  When 
a  grade  from  an  independent  grading  service  is 
utilized,  the  information  is  provided  strictly  for  the 
convenience  of  the  bidder  by  mail,  telephone  or 
facsimile.  Bidders  and  Purchasers  acknowledge 
that  (i)  grading  is  an  art,  not  a  science;  (ii)  the 
grades  contained  in  the  catalogue  represent  the 
opinion  of  the  Auctioneer  based  upon  its  experi¬ 
ence;  (iii)  it  is  possible  that  two  people  will  not 
always  grade  the  same  items  alike;  and  (iv)  as 
market  conditions  change,  grading  standards 
change,  and  will  most  likely  continue  to  do  so  in 
the  future. 

NO  WARRANTY,  WHETHER  EXPRESSED  OR 
IMPLIED,  INCLUDING  ANY  WARRANTY  OF 
MERCHANTABILITY  IS  MADE  WITH  RESPECT 
TO  ANY  GRADE  DESCRIPTION,  WHICH  IS 
MERELY  AN  OPINION  THAT  IS  LIKELY  TO  DIF¬ 
FER,  EVEN  AMONG  EXPERTS.  PURCHASER 
HEREBY  ASSUMES  ALL  RISKS  CONCERNING 
AND  RELATED  TO  THE  GRADING  OF  A  LOT 
BY  AN  INDEPENDENT  GRADING  SERVICE. 

b.  Grading  or  condition  of  rare  coins  may 
have  a  material  effect  on  the  value  of  the  item(s) 
purchased;  and  the  opinion  of  third  parties  (in¬ 
cluding  independent  grading  services)  may  differ 
from  the  independent  grading  service’s  opinion 
or  interpretation  of  Goldberg.  Goldberg  shall  not 
be  bound  by  any  prior  or  subsequent  opinion, 
determination  or  certification  by  any  independent 
grading  service. 

c.  All  oral  and  written  statements  made 
by  Goldberg  and  its  employees  (including  affili¬ 
ated  and  related  companies)  are  statements  of 
opinion  only,  and  are  not  warranties  or  repre¬ 
sentations  of  any  kind,  unless  stated  as  a  spe¬ 
cific  written  warranty,  and  no  employee  or  agent 
of  Goldberg  has  authority  to  vary  or  alter  these 
Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale.  Any  alteration 
shall  be  effective  only  if  in  writing  and  signed  by 
an  officer  of  Goldberg  authorized  to  do  so. 

d.  Bidders  shall  have  no  recourse  against 
the  Consignor  for  any  reason  whatsoever. 

e.  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  con¬ 
trary  in  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale, 
COINS  LISTED  IN  ANY  CATALOGUE  GRADED 
BY  PCGS,  NGC,  ICG,  SEGS,  ACCUGRADE, 
PCI,  NTC  OR  ANACS  CACHET  MAY  NOT  BE 


RETURNED  FOR  ANY  REASON  WHATSOEV¬ 
ER.  Please  note  that  lack  of  a  CAC  seal  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  a  coin  was  rejected. 
Not  all  coins  were  submitted  for  examination. 

30  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  (whether  in  per¬ 
son,  by  mail,  telephone  or  facsimile,  or  through 
an  agent),  Bidder  expressly  consents  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing 

WAIVER  AND  RELEASES 

Purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  agents,  suc¬ 
cessors  and  assigns,  generally  and  specifically 
waives  and  releases,  and  forever  discharges 
Goldberg,  and  its  respective  affiliates,  parents, 
shareholders,  agents,  subsidiaries,  employees, 
members  of  their  respective  boards  of  directors, 
and  each  of  them,  and  their  respective  succes¬ 
sors  and  assigns  from  any  and  all  claims,  rights, 
demands  and  causes  of  action  and  suites,  of 
whatever  kind  or  nature,  whether  in  law  or  equity, 
whether  known  or  unknown,  suspected  or  un¬ 
suspected,  which  Purchaser  may  claim  to  have 
with  respect  to  and/or  arising  out  of,  or  in  con¬ 
nection  with  any  challenge  to  the  title  to  any  good 
purchased,  the  sale  itself  and/or  the  auction, 
except  for  reimbursement  in  the  amount  equal 
to  any  bid  actually  paid  by  Purchaser,  plus  any 
Buyer’s  Commission  actually  paid  by  Purchaser 
where  such  reimbursement  is  authorized  in  these 
Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale.  It  is  the  intention 
of  Purchaser  that  this  waiver  and  release  shall 
be  effective  as  a  bar  to  each  and  every  claim, 
demand,  cause  of  action  and  suit  that  may  arise 
hereunder,  and  Purchaser  hereby  knowingly  and 
voluntarily  waives  any  and  all  rights  and  benefits 
otherwise  conferred  upon  him  by  the  provisions 
of  the  California  Civil  Code,  which  reads  in  full 
as  follows: 

“A  GENERAL  RELEASE  DOES  NOT  EXTEND 
TO  CLAIMS  WHICH  THE  CREDITOR  DOES 
NOT  KNOW  OR  SUSPECT  TO  EXIST  IN  HIS 
FAVOR  AT  THE  TIME  OF  EXECUTING  THE 
RELEASE,  WHICH  IF  KNOWN  BY  HIM  MUST 
HAVE  MATERIALLY  AFFECTED  HIS  SETTLE¬ 
MENT  WITH  THE  DEBTOR.” 

31  Neither  Goldberg  nor  any  affiliated  or 
related  company  shall  be  responsible  for  inciden¬ 
tal  or  consequential  damages  arising  out  of  any 
failure  of  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  of 
the  auction  or  the  conduct  thereof  and  in  no  event 
shall  liability  for  any  such  failure  exceed  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  paid. 

32  The  sole  remedy  that  any  Purchaser  in 
the  auction  shall  have,  whether  such  (continued) 


Purchase  is  bidding  in  person,  by  mail,  by  fac¬ 
simile,  by  telephone,  or  through  an  employee  or 
agent,  for  any  claim  or  controversy  arising  out  of 
the  auction  shall  be  a  refund  of  the  original  pur¬ 
chase  price  and  premium  paid,  if  any. 

33  Upon  payment  of  any  disputed  sum, 
which  in  no  event  shall  be  greater  than  the  origi¬ 
nal  purchase  price  actually  paid  by  Purchaser 
plus  any  commission  or  premium  actually  paid  by 
Purchaser  to  Goldberg,  Auctioneer  and  its 
employees  shall  be  deemed  released  from  any 
and  all  claims  of  the  Bidder  arising  out  of  or  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  such  property.  Pur¬ 
chaser  agrees  to  execute  prior  to  delivery  of  any 
refund,  any  documents  reasonably  requested  to 
effect  the  intent  of  this  paragraph.  Should  the 
Purchaser  decline  to  do  so,  Purchaser  hereby 
grants  to  Goldberg  a  limited  power  of  attorney  to 
unconditionally  effect  such  release. 

34  Rights  granted  to  Bidders  and  Pur¬ 
chasers  under  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of 
Sale  are  personal  and  may  not  be  assigned  or 
transferred  to  any  other  person  or  entity,  whether 
by  operation  of  law  or  otherwise.  Any  attempt  to 
assign  or  transfer  any  such  rights  shall  be  ab¬ 
solutely  void  and  unenforceable.  No  third  party 
may  rely  on  any  benefit  or  right  conferred  on  any 
Bidder  or  Purchaser  by  these  Terms  and  Condi¬ 
tions  of  Sale  and  terms  of  warranty.  “Purchaser” 
shall  mean  the  original  Purchaser  of  the  property 
from  Goldberg  and  not  any  subsequent  owner  or 
other  person  who  may  acquire  or  have  acquired 
an  interest  therein.  If  Purchaser  is  an  agent,  the 
agency  must  be  disclosed  in  writing  to  Goldberg 
prior  to  the  time  of  sale,  otherwise  the  benefits  of 
the  warranty  shall  be  limited  to  the  agent  and  not 
transferable  to  the  undisclosed  principal. 

35  If  the  Purchaser  fails  to  comply  with 
one  or  more  of  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of 
Sale,  then  in  addition  to  all  other  remedies  which 
it  may  have  at  law  or  in  equity,  Goldberg  may  at 
its  sole  option,  either  (a)  cancel  the  sale,  retain¬ 
ing  all  payments  made  by  Purchaser  as  liqui¬ 
dated  damages,  it  being  recognized  that  actual 
damages  may  be  speculative  or  difficult  to  com¬ 
pute,  or  (b)  sell  some  or  all  of  the  property  and 
(some  or  all  other  property  of  the  Purchaser  held 
by  Goldberg,  if  Goldberg  deems  necessary),  in  a 
quantity  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  Goldberg  to 
satisfy  the  indebtedness,  plus  all  accrued  charg¬ 
es.  More  than  one  such  sale  may  take  place 
at  the  option  of  Goldberg.  Such  sale  may  take 
place  without  notice  to  Purchaser.  If  Goldberg 
gives  notice,  it  shall  be  by  U  S. PS.  Certified 
Mail,  Return  Receipt  Requested  to  the  address 
utilized  on  the  Bid  Sheet,  Auction  Consignment 
and  Security  Agreement  or  other  address  known 
to  Goldberg.  Such  sale  will  be  at  Goldberg  stan¬ 
dard  commission  rates  at  public  or  private  sale, 


within  California,  or  at  another  location  outside 
of  California  to  be  determined  by  Goldberg.  At 
the  time  of  sale  the  defaulting  party  shall  not  bid 
nor  be  permitted  to  bid.  The  proceeds  shall  be 
applied  first  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  damages 
occasioned  by  Purchaser’s  breach,  and  then  to 
the  payment  of  any  other  indebtedness  owing  to 
Goldberg,  including  without  limitation,  commis¬ 
sions,  handling  charges,  the  expenses  of  both 
sales,  reasonable  attorneys’  fees  and  costs, 
collection  agency  fees  and  costs  and  any  other 
costs  or  expenses  incurred  thereunder.  If  a  lot 
or  item  is  not  paid  for,  and  is  sold  by  Goldberg 
for  Purchaser’s  account,  in  accordance  with  the 
Uniform  Commercial  Code,  Goldberg  shall  not 
be  required  to  account  to  the  Purchaser  for  any 
excess  proceeds.  Purchaser  shall  remain  liable 
to  Goldberg  if  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  or  sales 
is  insufficient  to  cover  the  indebtedness.  If  other 
property  of  Purchaser  is  also  sold,  any  excess  of 
proceeds  will  be  remitted  to  the  Purchaser  after 
first  deducting  the  expenses  set  forth  above.  If 
Purchaser  fails  to  remit  sums  due  to  Goldberg, 
Purchaser  grants  to  Goldberg  a  lien  with  respect 
to  such  sum,  with  interest  to  accrue  thereon  at 
the  legal  rate,  until  actually  paid,  which  lien  shall 
apply  against  any  property  of  Purchaser,  includ¬ 
ing  any  future  goods  of  Purchaser  coming  into 
possession  of  Goldberg.  To  the  extent  permitted 
by  law,  Purchaser  hereby  waives  all  the  require¬ 
ments  of  notice,  advertisement  and  disposition  of 
proceeds  required  by  law. 

36  These  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale 
and  the  auction  shall  be  construed  and  enforced 
in  accordance  with,  and  governed  by,  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  California,  whether  or  not  the  auction 
is  and  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  are 
fully  performed  in  California. 

37  Purchaser  acknowledges  and  agrees 
that  the  competent  courts  of  the  State  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  any 
dispute(s)  arising  hereunder,  and  Purchaser 
hereby  agrees  that  any  dispute  arising  hereunder 
shall  be  litigated  exclusively  in  the  courts  of  the 
State  of  California,  and  not  elsewhere,  regard¬ 
less  of  any  party’s  current  or  future  residence  or 
domicile.  Purchaser  further  agrees  that  venue 
shall  be  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Los  Angeles,  in 
the  State  of  California. 

38  ATTORNEY  FEES  AND  COSTS 

The  Bidder/Purchaser  shall  pay  to  Goldberg  all 
costs  and  expenses  of  collection  of  amounts  due 
herein,  or  to  otherwise  enforce  any  or  all  provi¬ 
sions  of  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale,  the 
subject  matter  of  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of 
Sale,  or  any  other  agreement  entered  into  with 
Goldberg,  including  but  not  limited  to,  reasonable 
attorney  fees  and  costs  incurred  before  legal  ac¬ 
tion,  if  any,  is  commenced.  The  Bidder/Purchas¬ 


er  further  agrees  that  in  any  litigation  or  other 
proceeding  based  upon,  arising  out  of  or  related 
to  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale,  the  Bid¬ 
der/Purchaser  shall  pay  to  Goldberg  its  attorney 
fees  and  other  expenses  and  costs  incurred  in 
connection  with  the  litigation  or  other  proceeding 
if  Goldberg  is  the  prevailing  party. 

39  If  any  section  of  these  Terms  and  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Sale  or  any  term  or  provision  of  any 
section  is  held  to  be  invalid,  void,  or  unenforce¬ 
able  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  the 
remaining  sections  or  terms  and  provisions  of  a 
section  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  with¬ 
out  being  impaired  or  invalidated  in  any  way.  AS 
STATED  IN  THE  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS  OF 
SALE  Certain  lots  may  be  reserved  by  the  Con¬ 
signor.  If  the  Auctioneer  identifies  a  Consignor 
bidding  on  his  own  property,  an  announcement 
will  be  made  that  the  Consignor  is  now  bidding. 
If  the  Consignor  places  a  bid  in  the  mail  bid  book 
and  is  successful,  the  Auctioneer  will  announce 
that  the  lot  has  been  passed. 

40  These  Terms  and  Conditions  contain 
the  entire  agreement  and  understanding  be¬ 
tween  Goldberg  and  Bidder  concerning  the  auc¬ 
tion  and  any  items  bid  on  or  purchased  at  the 
auction.  Bidder  acknowledges  that  Goldberg  has 
not  made  any  promises,  representations  or  war¬ 
ranty  to  bidder,  not  contained  herein  concerning 
the  auction  and  any  items  bid  on  or  purchased  at 
the  auction. 


CONTACT  GOLDBERG  COINS: 

11400  West  Olympic  Blvd 
Suite  800 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90064 

310-551-2646  PHONE 
310-551-2626  FAX 
1-800-978-2646  TOLL  FREE 
WWW.GOLDBERGCOINS.COM 


The  Hesselgesser  Collection  of  Early  Silver  Dollars  is  historically  significant 
in  that  the  quality  of  these  first  silver  dollars  struck  by  the  U.S.  Mint  is 
exceptional.  The  current  collection  contains  l  13  of  the  known  123 
varieties,  many  of  which  are  the  finest  known.  This  is  notable  because  the 
Bowers-Borckardt  variety  series  for  early  U.S.  dollars  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades 
of  Extremely  Fine  or  higher. 

The  complete  set  of  1 23  coins  contains  nine  R8’s  and  at  least  seven  R7’s,  not  to 
mention  numerous  R6’s  -  truly  a  lifetime  challenge  to  acquire!  The  Hesselgesser 
Collection  has  79  coins  in  About  Uncirculated  grade  (twenty-six  in  AU-58,  twenty- 
eight  in  AU-55,  seventeen  in  AU-53,  &  eight  in  AU-50).  In  addition,  seventeen  Mint 
State  coins  (five  in  MS-61 ,  eight  in  MS-62,  two  in  MS-63,  &  two  in  MS-64)  for  a  total 
of  96  out  of  113  varieties  in  About  Uncirculated  or  higher  grades. 

An  amazing  1 00  coins  qualify  as  condition  census  according  to  Bowers- 
Borckardt’s  Encyclopedia  of  Siluer  Dollars  or  more  recent  references.  The 
originality  of  these  coins  is  remarkable  in  toning,  luster  and  overall  eye  appeal, 
while  adjustment  marks  are  kept  to  a  minimum.  The  remaining  varieties  left  to  be 
found  include  seven  R8’s  and  two  high  R7’s. 

Two  coins  most  recently  added  are  the  B-13,  BB-24  (the  finest  known  in  PCGS 
MS-62)  and  a  VF-EF  B-3,  BB-183.  The  remaining  ten  include  seven  R8’s  (five  of 
which  have  only  one  known  example)  and  two  R7’s.  Only  Warren  Miller  owns  all 
five  of  these  one-known  varieties  in  his  amazing  completed  set  (using  the  l  1 8 
coin  set  -  no  Plugs)  of  Early  Dollars. 

Dr.  Hesselgesser’s  sensational  collection  was  on  display  at  the  ANA  World’s  Fair 
of  Money  in  Chicago,  August  16-20,  201 1 ,  where  he  personally  showed  the  coins 
at  the  Goldberg’s  table  and  provided  an  unparalleled  educational  experience  for 
attendees. 

The  past  four  years  in  a  row,  Dr.  Hesselgesser  has  won  the  PCGS  Set  Registry 
Award  for  Best  Classic  Set  for  his  Early  Dollars  Circulation  Strikes  ( 1 794- 1 803). 


I  carried  these  collections  into  the  1 980’s,  before  PCGS  came  onto 
the  scene.  Bust  and  Flowing  Hair  Dollars  became  an  obsession  and  l 
developed  a  sizable  group  of  76  early  dollars,  including  a  VF-35  1794! 


THE 

V. 


I  have  been  a  numismatist  for  60  years, 
starting  at  the  age  of  five.  I  loved  the 
beauty  of  the  Buffalo  Nickels  and  Mercury 
Dimes.  When  I  reached  my  twenties, 
my  income  improved  and  I  started  collecting 
Colonials  and  Type  Coins.  Soon,  I  added  Walkers, 
Morgans  and  Peace  Dollars. 


LLECTION  OF  EARLY- i 
ILVER  DOLLARS.  PART  II 


When  my  Morgans  seemed  to  increase  overnight  in  value  due  to  David  Hall’s  PCGS  certifications, 
(my  coins  were  MS-66’s),  1  sold  them,  along  with  my  U.S.  Type  Coins,  Walkers,  and  Peace 
Dollars.  To  my  regret,  1  sold  my  Early  Dollar  Collection  in  the  January  28-31 ,  1990  Thomas  S. 
Chaukley  Sale. 

I  then  moved  into  World  coinage,  where  l  grav  itated  toward  Russian,  European  Thalers,  British, 
Chinese,  and  Japanese  Provincial  coinage.  My  Russian  Collection  was  the  most  extensive 
collection  in  one  numismatist’s  hands  since  the  Goodman  and  the  Fuchs  sales,  it  took  six  major 
sales  from  2002-2004  to  sell  the  bulk  of  my  collection. 

After  selling  off  the  heart  of  my  Russian  collection  I  wandered  the  numismatic  halls,  collecting  St. 
Gaudens  20’s,  Indian  Tens,  and  British  coinage.  1  soon  reached  my  collector’s  goal  and  decided 
to  return  to  my  first  love  in  Numismatics  -  Early  Dollars!  I  sold  my  British,  Saints,  and  Tens,  and 
bought  my  first  Early  Dollar  in  June  2005. 

From  June  2005  through  June  201  l ,  l  launched  my  collecting  instincts  into  high  gear  to  formulate 
the  collection  you  see  today.  1  was  able  to  fill  l  15  out  of  1 23  known  varieties,  including  five 
known  plugs  (actually  there  are  seven  if  one  includes  the  1794  Cardinal  MS-66  Specimen),  and 
the  ultra-rare  one-of-a-kind  BB- 19,  owned  by  Warren  Miller.  (Warren  has  collected  l  18  out  of  l  18 
varieties.  How  difficult  this  was  to  attain!  Nine  varieties  have  a  rarity  factor  of  eight,  equal  to  1-3 
specimens.  1  congratulate  Warren  on  his  achievement  of  a  lifetime!) 

1  hope  all  of  you  enjoy  this  unique  set  as  much  l  have  enjoyed  finding  these  coins.  TO  hold  one 
coin  in  this  set  is  to  hold  a  part  of  our  wonderful  history. 


-  Dr.  Hesselgesser,  July  20 1  i 
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An  Overview  of  the  Early  Silver  Dollars  1 794- 1 803 
by  Dr.  Robert  Hesselgesser 

l  18  varieties  known  (  I  do  believe  the  BB-25  Missing  Leaf  is  a  variety. 
Should  this  qualify  the  total  number  of  varieties  would  equal  119.) 

Total  number  of  Early  Silver  Dollars  struck  by  US  Mint  for  all  varieties: 

1 .438,758  coins. 


Four  Major  Types  of  Early  Silver  Dollars 

Est.  #  Struck  by  US  Mint 

Est.  Survival 

n  Cert,  by  PCGS  &  NGC  All  Grades 

a  )  1794  -  one  variety 

1,758  coins 

150  coins 

121  coins  (7  in  MS) 

b  )  1795  FH  -19  varieties 

320,000  coins 

8,000  coins 

3,057  coins  (89  in  MS) 

FH  subtotal  (a+b)  20  varieties 

321,758  coins 

8,150  coins 

3,178  coins  (96  in  MS) 

Sc  )  Small  Eagle  Rev  1795-1798 

hrastwo  varieties 

ff, UUU  coins 

2,00u  coins 

1.U52  coins  (58  in  MS) 

1796  six  varieties 

75,000  coins 

2,000  coins 

1,086  coins  (13  in  MS) 

1797  three  varieties 

60,000  coins 

2,400  coins 

1,191  coins  (19  in  MS) 

1798  two  varieties 

15,000  coins 

800  coins 

418  coins  (6  in  MS) 

Sm.  Eagle  Subtotal  1795-1798  -  13  varieties 

227,000  coins 

7,200  coins 

3,474  coins  (96  MS) 

d )  Bust-Heraldic  Eagle 

1798  thirty-one  varieties 

220,000  coins 

10,000  coins 

3,016  coins  (76  in  MS) 

1799  twenty-two  varieties 

395,000  coins 

17,000  coins 

4,712  coins  (178  in  MS) 

1800  sixteen  varieties 

100,000  coins 

5,000  coins 

2,042  coins  (54  in  MS) 

1801  four  varieties 

35,000  coins 

1,500  coins 

661  coins  (18  in  MS) 

1802  seven  varieties  (5  Var.  1802/1,  2  Var.  1802) 

80,000  coins 

4,000  coins 

1,284  coins  (97  in  MS) 

1803  five  varieties 

60,000  coins 

3,000  coins 

978  coins  (21  in  MS) 

Bust-Heraldic  Eagle  subtotal  1798-1803  (85  Var.) 

890,000  coins 

40,500  coins 

12,693  coins  (447  in  MS) 

Overall  totals  1794-1803  :118  varieties 

1,438,758  coins 

55,850  coins 

19,597  coins  1632  in  MS) 

Summary: 

Out  of  1,438,000+  coins  only  an  estimated  55,850  Early  Dollars  have  survived.  Nine  varieties  are  Rarity  8's,  two  are  Rarity  7's. 

Between  PCGS  &  NGC  -  19,597  coins  are  certified  and  this  includes  considerable  duplication. 

Only  632  MS  coins  are  certified  by  PCGS  &  NGC  of  all  118  varieties. 

Take  for  comparison  the  key  date  1892-S  and  1893-S  Morgan  Dollars. 

1892- S  Morgans  certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS  =  5,894  (Including  111  MS  examples) 

1893- S  Morgans  certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS  =  6,044  (Including  62  MS  examples) 

A  total  of  11,938  1892-S  and  1893-S  Morgan  Dollars  Certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS  (Including  173  MS  examples) 

Rarity  Scale  by  Perkins  for  Early  Silver  Dollars 
Approximate  number  of  examples  thought  to  exist 
R-1  *  1,000+  coins 
R-2  »  501  - 1,000  coins 
R-3  =  201  -  500  coins 
R-4  »  76  -  200  coins 
i  R-5  *  31  -  75  coins 
R-6  =  13-30  coins 
!  R-7  =  4  - 12  coins 
R-8  >1-3  coins 
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The  Finest  Known  BB- 1 1  Silver  Plug 


5000 

1795  B-3,  BB-11  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Silver  Plug  Rarity  5  (Possibly  Rarity  6/7  With  Plug).  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  4  6854.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  marvelous  example  of  this  desirable 
variety.  Each  side  exhibits  stunning  shades  of  iridescent  blue,  russet,  and  gold.  The  Silver  Plug  is  emphasized  majestically  by  the 
toning.  This  piece  is  truly  a  miraculous  numismatic  wonder!  The  bidder  who  is  fortunate  enough  to  win  this  coin  will  undoubtedly^ 
be  mesmerized  by  it's  sheer  beauty.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 

There  is  much  to  recommend  this  handsome  specimen.  First  and  foremost,  it  uses  the  desirable  Head  of  1794.  Employing  Obverse 
1 ,  Liberty’s  flowing  locks  are  in  six  curls;  the  third  from  the  top  turns  downward  and  touches  the  fourth  curl.  Two  points  of  the  first 
star  touch  the  lowest  curl  which  ends  at  star  point.  Finally,  the  last  star  or  lowest  one  on  the  right  is  mostly  under  the  bust,  which  a 
point  nearly  touches.  Close  date;  there  are  outlines  from  repunching  that  appear  at  the  top  of  the  5  and  right  top  of  the  7  (most  vis¬ 
ible  on  early  impressions  from  the  die).  I  closer  to  L  than  to  B  with  L  slightly  low.  This  obverse  die  was  used  to  strike  1795  BB-11 , 
BB-12,  and  BB-13. 

It  is  paired  with  Reverse  A:  Two  leaves  under  each  wing.  The  only  variety  with  1 6  berries,  eight  on  each  branch  of  the  wreath. 
There  are  only  two  berries  on  the  left  branch,  between  the  eagle’s  wing  and  ribbon  bow,  both  are  on  the  inside  of  wreath.  This 
feverse  die  is  unique  to  1795  BB-11. 

A  scarce  variety,  between  31  and  75  1795  BB-1 1  dollars  exist,  making  this  one  of  the  more  elusive  issues  of  the  Flowing  Hair  type. 
In  this  condition,  the  coin  is  King,  finest  certified,  and  undoubtedly  Finest  Known.  Noteworthy  too.  it  is  at  least  twice  as  rare  as  a 
1794  dollar. 

The  population  of  1 795  BB-11  seems  to  be  clustered  around  the  VF  level  which,  of  course,  covers  a  fairly  wide  range  (VF20  to 
just  below  EF40).  Specimens  are  not  easy  to  locate,  according  to  the  Bowers  encyclopedia,  “often  a  year  will  pass  on  the  calendar 
without  a  single  piece  crossing  the  auction  block.” 

Story  of  the  Silver  Plug  Dollars:  The  curious  silver  plugs  are  known  on  several  varieties,  but  usually  on  just  a  few  coins  of  each.  It 
is  believed  that  during  the  planchet  preparation  process,  sometimes  planchets  would  be  slightly  underweight,  and  would  normally 
have  to  be  remelted,  drawn  and  cut  to  size  again.  Someone  at  the  Mint  decided  to  use  the  1792  silver  center  cent  as  an  example, 
and  drill  out  the  center  of  the  blank  silver  dollar  planchet,  insert  a  larger  silver  “plug”,  and  strike  the  coin  normally.  The  plug 
would  flatten  out  and  become  a  part  of  the  coin,  increasing  the  weight  to  the  required  standard.  Ray  Merena  noted  on  this  specimen 
that  it  has  not  only  a  silver  plug,  but  also  adjustment  marks  on  the  lower  reverse  rim.  Why  would  someone  add,  then  take  away 
weight  from  the  same  planchet?  Both  the  silver  plug  insertion  and  adjustment  marks  occurred  prior  to  striking,  so  we  can’t  be  sure 
which  came  first,  the  plug  or  the  adjustment  marks. 

This  particular  specimen  holds  a  very  special  importance  among  1795  flowing  hair  dollars.  Coming  from  the  earliest,  perfect-state 
of  the  dies,  from  the  first  die  variety  of  silver  dollars  struck  during  1 795,  this  coin  is  most  certainly  one  of  the  very  first  silver  dol¬ 
lars  struck  during  1795.  Among  the  known  population  of  1795  dollars  with  mint-inserted  silver  plugs,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  very 
first  one  struck;  it  bears  the  very  longest  pedigree  chain;  and  it  is  the  very  first  specimen  to  have  been  described  with  a  mention  of 
the  feature  we  now  label  as  a  “silver  plug.” 

In  his  “Silver  Dollars  &  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States  -  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,”  Q.  David  Bowers  comments  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Winsor-Wilson-Clarke-Ostheimer  specimen  of  the  B-7,  BB-1 8  dollar,  that  “Walter  Breen  stated  that  he  first  noted  the 
silver  plug  phenomenon  “early  1956  on  the  Windsor-D.S.  Wilson-Clarke  B-7,  but  dared  not  use  the  word  ‘plug’  or  ‘plugged’  in 
the  description  lest  it  frighten  off  buyers!”  Breen  obviously  was  unaware  of  the  present  specimen,  then  impounded  in  the  Garrett 
holdings,  having  already  been  off  the  market  for  more  than  seven  decades.  Breen  was  also  unaware  that  auctioneer  Lyman  H.  Low 
had  recognized  the  rare  feature  of  the  coin  in  1885.  and  like  Breen,  dared  not  call  it  a  “plug"  but  instead  described  it  as  having  the 
“planchet  rough  on  bust,  and  similar  defect  on  rev.”  (PCGS  #  39990) 

Estimated  Value . . $75, 000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Lyman  H.  Low’s  8th  Sale  (June,  1885):  Lot  59,  bought  at  the  sale  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett.  Garrett 
(  GUection:  Stack's  (March,  1976):  Lot  245;  unknown  intermediaries;  Phillip  Flannagan  Collection,  Bowers  &  Merena  (November, 
2001  ):Lot  4204,  bought  at  the  sale  by  the  Cardinal  Collection;  Cardinal  Collection  Sale,  American  Numismatic  Rarities  (June, 
2005):  Lot  6;  private  collector:  privately  to  the  Cardinal  Collection  January,  2006;  privately  to  Dr.  Hesselgesser.  February.  2008. 


Appealing  1 795  BB- 1 1  Rarity  5  Flowing  Hair  Silver  Dollar 


5001 


1795  B-3,  BB-11  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  5.  PCGS  grad¬ 
ed  EF-40.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  In  a  new 

secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Both  sides  display  pleasing 
antique  gray  with  golden  undertones  laid  delicately  throughout. 
Head  of  1 794.  This  is  a  splendid  specimen  whose  deeper  gray 
veil  of  toning  in  areas  on  both  sides  accents  the  base  color.  Well 
struck  for  the  variety,  certainly  much  better-quality  than  similar 
high-end  uncertified  examples  offered  in  recent  years;  we  find 
it  worthy  of  strong  bidder  support.  The  fields  are  immaculate. 

The  rims  impeccable.  (We  could  say  if  we  had  a  mind  to  that  the 
eagle’s  beak  point  is  impeccable  as  well,  but  that  might  be  taking 
a  pun  too  tar.)  Rims  are  "unbroken  by  the  way  —  a  term  not  in 
common  use  here  in  America  but  important  all  the  same  to  collec¬ 
tors  worldwide  who  tend  to  shy  away  from  rim  marks,  defects, 
and  bumps  on  their  coins.  The  rims,  as  we  say,  are  impeccable. 
Dentils  are  full  on  both  sides  .as  well.  The  eye  appeal  on  this  one 
cannot  be  surpassed.  There  is  a  decidedly  noticeable  die  crack  on 
the  reverse  which  no  doubt  puts  an  exclamation  point  for  BB-1 1  ’s 
reverse  may  not  have  lasted  very  long. 


Die  notes:  Obverse  1:  Flowing  hair  in  six  curls;  the  third  one 
from  the  top  turns  downward  and  touches  the  fourth  curl.  Two 
points  of  first  star  touch  the  lowest  curl  which  ends  at  star  point. 
The  last  star  or  lowest  one  on  the  right  is  mostly  under  the  bust, 
and  a  point  nearly  touches.  Close  date;  outlines  from  repunch¬ 
ing  appear  at  top  of  5  and  right  top  of  7  (most  visible  on  early 


impressions  from  the  die).  I  closer  to  L  than  to  B  with  L  slightly 
low.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-1 1 ,  BB-12,  and  BB-13. 


Reverse  A:  Two  leaves  under  each  wing.  The  only  variety  with  16 
berries,  eight  on  each  branch  of  wreath.  There  are  only  two  ber¬ 
ries  on  left  branch,  between  eagle's  wing  and  ribbon  bow,  both  on 
inside  of  wreath.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-1 1  only. 


The  Bowers  encyclopedia  has  the  best  explanation  why  collec¬ 
tors  may  have  to  search  for  years  before  finding  a  nice  BB-11 
example:  One  of  the  more  elusive  issues  of  the  Flowing  Hair 
type.  Not  that  it  makes  any  difference  to  its  price,  for  BB-11  sells 
for  not  much  more  than  a  common  issue,  but  is  at  least  twice  as 
rare  as  a  1 794  dollar.  Such  comparisons  make  interesting  reading 


in  auction  catalogues. 


"The  population  of  1795  BB-1 1  seems  to  be  clustered  around  the 
VF  level  which,  of  course,  covers  a  fairly  wide  range  (VF20  to 
just  below  EF40).  Specimens  are  not  easy  to  locate,  and  often  a 
year  will  pass  on  the  calendar  without  a  single  piece  crossing  the 
auction  block.  Perhaps  only  one  Mint  State  coin  is  known.”  Pop 
1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  39978) 


S 


Estimated  Value . $20 MO-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


The  Finest  Known  1 795  BB-12  A  Classic  R-7  Rarity 


5002 

1795  B- 11,  BB-12  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  7.  PCGS  graded  EF-40  PQ.  (  VC  Vpproved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Attractive  gun  metal  grey  coloration  highlighted  with  a  trace  of  golden  and  magenta  shades  can 
be  seen  on  both  sides.  This  exceedingly  rare  piece  was  purchased  out  of  an  auction  in  Europe  several  years  ago  by  Dr.  Hesselgesser. 
Although  the  only  die  state  recorded  in  the  Bowers-Borckardt  reference  is  State  I  with  perfect  dies,  there  are  early  and  late  impressions 
of  this  die  marriage  known.  The  early  impressions,  as  the  example  offered  here,  show  some  delicate  date  repunching  to  the  right  of 
the  7  and  above  the  5.  The  final  digit  was  first  leaning  sharply  to  the  left,  and  was  repositioned  in  a  more  appropriate  upright  format. 
The  strike  with  full  denticles  is  rearely  seen  and  be  be  present  only  on  this  coin.  Most  show  weakness  of  strike  at  the  right  obverse  and 
reverse. 

Bowers  estimated  between  20  and  35  examples  of  the  variety  survive,  but  today  we  recognize  that  the  true  rarity  is  much  greater,  with 
less  than  a  dozen  examples  thought  to  survive.  This  pleasing  piece  still  retains  remnants  of  mint  luster  beneath  medium  gray  patina. 
The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  attractive.  A  famous  rarity  of  the  1795  Flowing  Hair  series.  Pop  I;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 

(PCGS  H  39979) 


Estimated  Value 


$50. 000-UP 


I 


PCGS  AU-55  BB-13  CAC  Approved  Bust  Dollar 


1795  B-9,  BB-13  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  Condition  Cen¬ 

sus  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Flowing  hair  in  six  curls;  the  third  one  from  the  top  turns  downward  and  touches  the  fourth  curl.  Two 
points  ot  first  star  touch  the  lowest  curl  which  ends  at  star  point.  The  last  star  or  lowest  one  on  the  right  is  mostly  under  the  bust,  andg 
a  point  nearly  touches.  Close  date;  outlines  from  repunching  appear  at  top  of  5  and  right  top  of  7  (most  visible  on  early  impressions 
from  the  die).  1  closer  to  L  than  to  B  with  L  slightly  low.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-1 1 .  BB-12,  and  BB-13. 

I  wo  leaves  under  each  wing.  1  7  berries,  nine  on  left  branch,  eight  on  right.  A  berry  is  on  outside  of  the  wreath  midway  between  S  and 
1  ot  S  TATES,  the  only  variety  in  which  this  occurs;  the  arrangement  is  similar  to  that  used  on  the  1794  dollar.  Reverse  die  used  to 
stnkc  1 795  BB-13  and  BB-14.  The  die  clash  marks  that  are  evident  on  this  piece  are  quite  intriguing.  Although  not  as  obvious  as  in  the 
B-l  1  example  ottered  in  this  collection,  this  coin  displays  some  evidence  of  a  mint  inserted  silver  plug;so,  while  the  coin  has  not  been 
certified  as  such,  prospective  bidders  should  examine  the  coin  closely  to  come  to  their  own  conclusion.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS 
for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  39980)  3  '•  , 


Estimated  Value 


$40  XXX)-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


IS 


1 795  BB- 1 4  Silver  Plug 


5004 

1795  B-4,  BB-14  Silver  Plug  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  VF-20.  This  item  is  considerably  more  scarce  than  the  BB  variety 
indicates  due  to  the  presence  of  the  Silver  Plug.  The  enormous  plug  can  be 
seen  very  clearly  with  the  naked  eye  on  both  sides.  Lovely  gun-metal  grey 
and  a  trifle  of  golden  hues  cover  both  sides  attractively.  1795  BB-14  is  one 
of  the  more  readily  available  issues  of  the  year,  though  of  course  with  a 
silver  plug  it  rises  well  into  the  rarity  class.  An  estimated  201  to  500  exist 
in  all  grades  combined  of  regular  strikes.  The  specialist  will  difficulty 
finding  a  similar  Silver  Center  specimen  regardless  of  condition,  so  act 
while  the  opportunity  presents. 

This  has  the  Head  of  1794  with  star  15  entirely  under  the  bust.  Flowing 
hair  in  six  locks;  lowest  one  ends  faintly  above  two  points  of  first  star,  and 
close  to  one  point.  Close  date,  figures  9  and  5  closest,  and  the  distance 
between  the  1  and  7  about  the  same  as  between  the  first  star  and  figure  1 . 
The  9  and  5  are  lightly  repunched.  Two  center  dots;  the  larger  is  higher, 
slightly  farther  to  the  right,  and  closest  below  ear.  Star  closer  to  date  than 
in  any  other  variety,  about  1 .5  mm.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1 795  BB- 14 
only  (PCGS  #  6854) 

Estimated  Value . $20, 000-  UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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1 795  BB- 1 4  Finest  Graded  At  NGC 


< 


5005 

1795  B-4,  BB-14  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  3.  NGC  graded 
AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  Condition  Census.  On  this  obverse, 
star  15  is  "hidden  “  entirely  under  the  bust,  where,  anthropormor- 
phizing  Miss  Liberty,  she  cannot  "see"  even  a  part  of  it;  the  only  1795 
obverse  with  this  characteristic.  Flowing  hair  in  six  curls;  lowest  curl 
ends  faintly  above  two  points  of  first  star,  and  close  to  one  point.  Close  date 
figures  9  and  5  closest,  and  the  distance  between  the  1  and  7  about  the  same 
between  the  first  star  and  figure  1 .  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-14  only 

Combined  with  Reverse  C  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-13  and  BB-14. 


1795  BB-14  is  one  of  the  more  readily  available  issues  of  the  year.  The  specialist 
will  have  no  trouble  acquiring  a  specimen  in  just  about  any  grade  up  to  VF.  At  the 
EF  level,  BB-14  becomes  somewhat  elusive,  but  a  specimen  in  this  grade  can  usu¬ 
ally  be  acquired  easily  with  less  than  a  year’s  search.  AU  coins  are  rare,  and  Mint 
State  examples  are  very  rare. 


According  to  the  Bowers  encyclopedia,  “The  rims  on  this  issue  are  higher  than 
most  other  1795  dollars,  giving  them  a  somewhat  more  “modern”  appearance 
than  the  typical  variety  of  this  year.  Planchet  adjustment  marks  are  not  often  seen 
on  BB-14.  A  few  pieces  I  have  seen  have  had  black  carbon  streaks,  the  result  of 
improper  alloy  mixing.  Probably  a  batch  of  1795  BB-14  dollars  was  made  from  an 
impure  alloy  melt. 


“The  only  known  1795  dollar  overstruck  on  a  previously  coined  1794  is  of  the 
BB-14  variety  and  is  described  at  length  below.  This  suggests  that  1795  BB-14 
was  probably  included  among  the  first  dollars  minted  in  1795.  As  such  it  helps 
verify  the  varieties  listed  in  Striking  Period  1  were  the  first  struck."  Pop  1;  none 
finer  at  NGC  for  the  variety.  Just  a  single  mint  state  example  is  known  of 
the  B-4,  BB-14  dollar.  That  marvelous  specimen  has  been  graded  by  PCGS  as 
MS62+,  and  it  is  currently  impounded  in  a  long  term  collection,  and  thus  unlikely 
to  be  available  to  collectors  within  the  foreseeable  future. 


Dr.  Hesselgesser’s  Comment:  This  is  the  finest  BB-14  that  I  have  seen  over  the 

last  40  years! 


Estimated  Value . $30,000-11 P 


The  Dr.  Hesseluesser  Collection . 


1 795  BB- 1 4  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


■uml BTB 


y 

\ 


5006 

1795  B-4,  BB-14  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  VF-20.  In  an  Old  Green  Holder.  Each 
side  exhibits  deep  antique  grey  toning.  A  pleasing  Circulated  example.  Muted  surface  color  that  rises  and 
falls  across  the  design  from  lighter  to  medium  (but  no  deeper)  shades.  A  couple  of  very  tiny  marks  pres¬ 
ent  (acceptable  for  this  mid-range  grade),  while  rims  are  complete,  dentils  full,  and  the  central  position¬ 
ing  of  the  designs  in  the  field  give  it  all  that  it  needs  to  attract  attention  from  the  my  riad  possible  buyers 
(PCGS  #  6852) 

Estimated  Value . 55, 000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


The  Finest  Known  1 795  BB- 1 6  Rarity  8 


5007 

1795  B-20,BB-16  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  8.  PCGS  graded  VF-35.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census  #1  of  only  3  known  specimens.  This  piece  is  the  only  gradeable  BB-16  example.  The  other  known  pieces  are 
damaged.  An  exquisite  rarity.  Both  sides  display  impressive  bluish  steel  toning  with  golden  accents.  A  lovely  example  of  this  elusi 

item.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety. 


The  Hesselgesser  Bust  Dollar  Collection  is  historically  significant  in  that  the  quality  of  these  first  silver  dollars  struck  by  the  U.S.  Min 
is  amazing.  The  current  collection  contains  a  nearly  complete  set  of  varieties,  many  of  which  are  the  finest  known.  This  is  notable 
because  the  variety  series  for  early  U.S.  dollars  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  of  Extremely  Fine  or  higher.  The  Hesselgesser  Collec¬ 
tion  has  drawn  rave  reviews  whenever  it  has  been  displayed.  An  amazing  number  of  the  coins  qualify  as  condition  census  accordi 
to  the  Bowers-Borckardt  silver  dollar  book  or  more  recent  references.  The  originality  of  these  coins  is  remarkable  in  toning,  luster 
overall  eye  appeal  while  adjustment  marks  are  minimal. 

The  present  offering  is  the  famed  B-20,  BB-16  Flowing  Hair  dollar.  Diagnostics  include  a  perfect  curl  that  touches  the  inner  point  of 
star  1 ;  there  is  a  die  scratch  from  a  denticle  left  of  A2.  At  a  glance  a  specialist  will  recognize  the  obverse  die,  with  the  delicate  curls 
on  Liberty  and  much  more  artistic  rendering  of  her  profile  than  on  other  varieties  this  year.  This  obverse  die  was  paired  with  a  three 
leaves  reverse,  a  variety  which  is  fairly  common.  However,  the  obverse  die  was  also  paired  with  this  reverse,  which  was  used  on  the 
B-8,  BB-15  variety  which  is  extremely  rare,  and  the  B-20,  BB-17  variety  which  remains  unique. 

Again,  we  are  honored  to  offer  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  American  numismatics,  and  also  one  of  the  most  elusive  Bust  dollars  of 
them  all.  There  are  three  examples  of  this  die  marriage  know.  The  variety  first  came  to  light  when  a  low-grade  example  sold  in  a  Les-\^ 
ter  Merkin  February  1972  sale.  That  particular  coin  was  graded  as  Fine- 15  in  the  Bowers  Borckardt  Encyclopedia.  A  second  specimen 
was  auctioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  1997.  Jules  Reiver  purchased  this  coin  privately  from  the  Cardinal  Collection  (via  Early  Dol¬ 
lar  specialist  John  Haugh)  in  1998.  That  coin  is  holed.  A  third  example  was  discovered  and  auctioned  in  March  of  2000  by  Bowers  apcEsT 
Merena,  but  this  coin  also  has  initials  in  the  fields.  A  great  rarity  and  a  desirable  coin  as  the  only  example  certified  by  one  of  the  majj^r^^ 
grading  services,  and  clearly  waiting  for  a  strong  buyer  to  step  up  to  the  plate  and  submit  a  winning  bid.  It  may  require  a  very  substan¬ 
tial  source  of  funds  to  do  so,  but  the  next  owner  will  have  the  honor  (and  prestige)  of  attaching  his  name  to  the  Provenance  record  of 
this,  the  finest  B-20,  BB-16  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar  of  them  all! 


Of  particular  interest  to  the  specialist  in  this  series  is  the  fact  that  most  of  the  known  examples  of  these  extremely  rare  die  pairings  are 
damaged  to  some  degree,  often  with  initials  in  the  fields  or  holes,  or  both.  Furthermore,  several  are  double  struck.  This  raises  more 
questions  with  each  new  specimen  that  turns  up.  Why  are  so  many  of  the  surviving  examples  of  great  rarities  damaged,  double  struck 
or  holed?  The  number  of  damaged  coins  seems  to  vastly  exceed  the  norm  for  the  date  or  period.  Collectors  of  die  varieties  would  love 
to  have  a  selection  of  high  grade  pieces  to  choose  from  to  represent  each  pairing,  but  this  is  simply  not  the  case  especially  for  the  rare 
1 795  and  1 796  varieties.  Thus,  any  collector  who  desires  to  own  an  example  of  this  rarity  would  do  well  to  secure  this  perfect  coin 
(PCGS  #  39983) 


Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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$75,000- UP 


■'  •  V 


Lustrous  1 795  BB- 1 8  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


5008 

1795  B-7,  BB-18  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  In  an  Old  Green 
Holder.  Condition  Census.  A  superlative  example  of  this  desirable  variety.  This  coin  was  struck  with 
such  precision  that  it  is  hard  to  believe  it  is  from  the  18th  century!  Razor  sharp  devices  and  shim¬ 
mering  luster  leave  the  viewer  breathless  while  looking  at  this  astounding  creation.  Tremendous 
pizzazz. 

A  remarkably  memorable  coin  that  at  one  and  the  same  time  is  a  highlight  specimen  of  this  date  as 
well  as  its  variety.  Thoroughly  frosty  and  largely  untoned,  with  just  a  faint  ghost  of  golden  color. 

The  luster  is  spectacular  and  extensive,  especially  satiny  on  the  reverse.  Only  the  uppermost  por¬ 
tions  ol  the  design  show  it  retreating  before  some  slight  circulation  war  (notably,  the  hair  above 
Liberty  s  ear).  The  strike  is  definitive,  with  full  centers  to  each  star  and  exquisite  detail  everywhere 
but  absolute  centers.  Centering  is  outstanding  as  well.  No  adjustment  marks  seen.  The  strike  is 
bold  enough  and  the  freshness  in  the  fields  is  pronounced  enough  that  it  is  perhaps  unsurprising  the 
grading  service  awarded  the  coveted  AU58  grade.  No  contact  marks,  even  minor  ones  are  visible.  In 
terms  of  quality,  this  is  the  sole  occupier  of  its  category.  Its  technical  detail,  suitability  for  purchase, 
and  impeccable  aesthetic  appeal  make  this  a  natural  choice  for  a  Bust  Dollar  collector.  Pop  1;  none 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  6852) 

Estimated  Value . $40, 000- VP 


The  Dr.  Hes.selee.sser  Collection . 


The  Finest  Graded  1 795  BB-20  pcr.s  Alisa 


(N 

#  V7 

& 
'  -i 


5009 

1795  B-2,  BB-20  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  In  a  new  secure  pi 
holder.  A  medium  dark  gray  and  smooth  specimen  with  a 
tion  of  natural  toning  on  both  sides  which  becomes  lighter  as 
it  progresses  to  the  high  points  of  the  design  (Liberty  and  the 
eagle).  The  contact  from  the  dies  is  virtually  complete,  except 
perhaps  a  hint  of  weakness  as  seen  on  the  upper  hair  waves. 
Regarding  the  rims,  these  are  fully  formed,  have  complete  and 
balanced  dentils,  and  are  free  of  injury.  The  stars  are  all  shaip. 
Some  are  thinner  than  others  (those  on  the  left  in  particular),  but 
each  comes  to  a  needle-like  point.  All  legends  crisp. 

This  die  marriage  uses  the  obverse  from  1795  BB-19  and  BB-20 
paired  with  the  reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-20,  BB-21 , 
and  BB-24.  The  reverse  has  two  leaves  under  each  wing.  A  leaf 
ends  directly  below  the  center  of  the  first  S  in  STATES  and 
another  leaf  ends  just  under  the  left  corner  of  the  upright  of  E  in' 
STATES.  The  wreath  is  delicate,  leaves  small,  berries  large.  19 
berries  arranged  nine  left,  10  right.  Paired  berries  opposite  1  in 
UNITED,  opposite  A  in  STATES,  under  leaf  below  O  in  OF.  and 
opposite  I  in  AMERICA,  on  both  inside  and  outside  of  wreath. 
One  of  these  large  berries  is  below  right  corner  of  I  in  UNITED, 
another  below  left  corner  of  I  in  AMERICA.  This  is  one  of  just 
two  1 795  reverses  with  two  berries  inside  the  branch  near  the 
eagle’s  tail  (the  other  die  is  that  used  to  coin  1795  BB-15  and 
BB-16).  This  reverse  die  bears  a  very  close  relationship  with  the 
reverse  used  to  coin  1795  BB-15  and  20.  and  another  die  used 
to  coin  BB-23,  and  must  have  been  prepared  by  the  same  person 
about  the  same  time.  The  Finest  Certitied.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at 
PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  39985) 


VS 


K 


Estimated  Value . $20.000-VP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


Important  Silver  Plug  1 795  BB-2 1 
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1795  B-l,  BB-21  Silver  Plug  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  2.  PCGS 
graded  AU-53  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6854.  In  a  new  secure 

plus  holder.  Fully  toned  in  pale  golden  lilac  and  intermingled  gray  shades. 
An  aesthetic  prize  that  is  the  byproduct  of  decade  after  decade  of  careful 
stewardship.  Well  struck  with  full  star  centers  and  only  a  bit  of  flatness 
.  in  the  hair  curls  and  an  oval  of  softness  on  the  eagle's  breast.  No  marks, 
V  '  substantial,  minuscule,  or  otherwise  yielding  what  most  would  describe  at 
truly  pristine  fields.  A  few  individual  adjustment  lines  are  present  atop  the 
reverse  eagle,  and  when  magnified  scrutiny  will  reveal  most  have  disap¬ 
peared  as  the  eye  moves  away  from  the  center. 

. 

This  coin  (were  it  not  for  the  silver  plug)  would  lie  within  the  Condition 
&  Census  for  the  variety  or  very  close  to  it.  During  the  pre-1993  research  for 
the  Bowers  Encyclopedia,  one  piece  included  in  the  listings  of  “notable 
specimens”  was  a  MS-64  and  second  finest  known.  The  Stack’s  1984, 
Stack's  1990.  and  1945  Boyd  coins  all  appear  to  be  nice  Mint  State  pieces, 
but  after  those  few  the  Census  becomes  quickly  engulfed  with  pieces  in 
the  AU  range.  However,  collectors  like  to  separate  the  few  specimens 
With  Silver  Plug  into  a  special  side  category,  and  for  obvious  reasons! 

Variety  Notes:  BB-21  represents  one  of  several  varieties  with  the  two- 
leaves  reverse  and  the  Head  of  ‘95  obverse.  On  the  obverse,  Liberty’s  low¬ 
est  curl  is  nearly  closed  and  touches  a  point  of  star  one,  visually  extending 
that  star  point.  The  reverse  displays  19  berries  on  the  wreath,  nine  on  the 
left  branch  and  10  on  the  right,  with  three  berries  beneath  the  eagle’s  wing 
on  the  left  and  four  berries  beneath  the  wing  on  the  right  (including  one 
berry  on  the  outside  right,  below  the  I  in  AMERICA).  Pop  1;  none  finer 
at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  H  39994) 

Estimated  Value . $70,000-11 P 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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1795  B-l,  BB-21  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  In  a 

new  secure  plus  holder.  A  worldly  measure  of  pouring  silvery  luster  livens  up  the  wide  expanse  of  neutral  dove-gray  surface  on  this 
exquisite  specimen  of  the  normally  available  (but  rare  in  this  condition)  BB-21  2-leaves  Flowing  Hair.  The  fields  are  for  all  intensive 
purposes  immaculate,  while  the  strike  is  intrepid  enough  to  call  for  special  mention.  Note  in  the  photographs,  if  you  aren’t  fortunate 
to  be  able  to  examine  this  specimen  before  bidding,  how  Liberty’s  hair  stands  out  in  sharp  dimensions  above  her  head.  It  is  possible 
to  pick  out  each  strand,  including  the  backward  swooping  waves  at  the  temple  and  above  the  brow.  All  stars  are  full  with  the  possible 
exception  of  Star  No.  1  and  a  portion  of  Star  2.  Rims  are  bold  with  complete  dentils. 

When  describing  the  reverse,  would  could  easily  use  the  venerable  term:  Ditto.  But  here  too,  it  pays  to  describe  the  detail  more  fully. 

Fw  instance,  the  eagle  has  a  complete  eye,  a  line  defining  the  separation  between  upper  and  lower  beak,  nostril  (is  this  what  it  is  calledY^ 
on  a  bird’s  beak?  Breathing  hole?),  and  almost  full  wing  and  tail  feathers.  Some  breast  detail  is  indistinct.  But  this  is  the  rule,  almost  i 
never  the  exception  on  the  Flowing  Hair  pieces.  The  wreath  is  complete  and  finely  detailed  as  well,  with  letters  in  the  legend  clear. 


The  color,  as  we  said,  is  mainly  light  neutral  to  dove-gray  over  both  sides.  Very  becoming.  Free  from  marks  or  toning  spots;  free  fronL?^ 
streaks;  above-and-beyond  the  call  of  duty  for  this  outstanding  grade  of  AU58.  We  thoroughly  agree  with  the  CAC  approval  rating.  V.  |\ 

In  average  condition,  BB-21  is  very  common.  Employing  Obverse  6,  the  hair  ends  in  five  prominent  curls,  with  a  thin  faint  additional 
curl  below  the  third  curl  from  the  top.  The  innermost  point  of  star  1  just  touches  lowest  curl.  The  curl  continues  upward  to  half  close 
the  loop.  The  head  high  and  closer  to  LIBERTY  than  on  most  other  obverses.  The  date  is  wide,  with  more  space  between  1  and  7  than 
other  figures.  The  7  in  the  date  was  repunched  over  an  erroneous  1 ,  prompting  some  to  catalogue  the  variety  as  1795  over  1 195.  This 
is  diagnostic.  (This  die  bears  a  very  close  resemblance  to  the  die  used  to  coin  BB- 1 5;  especially  with  regard  to  the  high  position  of  the 
head  and  the  relationship  of  the  hair  curl  to  the  first  star.)  This  die  was  used  to  strike  1795  BB-21 ,  BB-22.  and  BB-23. 

The  long-lived  Reverse  G  has  two  leaves  under  each  wing  and  was  used  to  strike  1795  BB-20,  BB-21 ,  and  BB-24. 

In  referencing  the  variety’s  rarity.  Bowers  considers  BB-21  to  be  “second  only  to  BB-27  in  terms  of  its  widespread  availability."  Still 
this  means  that  there  are  only  J 000-2500  coins  thought  to  exist  of  this  variety.  Pop  1 ;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 

39986) 

Estimated  Value . ; . . . $40, (XX)- UP 

The  l)r.  Hesselffesser  Collection. 
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The  Finest  Known  1 795  BB-22  Rarity  7 
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1795  B-10,  BB-22  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  Rarity  7.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  Condi¬ 

tion  Census.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  This  coin  was  previously  graded  MS61  by  NGC.  Second  year  of  issue  and  a  rare  die  pairing. 
Liberty  facing  right,  flowing  hair  behind  her  head.  LIBERTY  above,  date  below,  with  stars  arranged  eight  to  the  left  and  seven  to  the 
right.  Reverse  with  eagle  perched  on  a  rock,  enclosed  by  a  wreath,  open  at  the  top,  and  with  three  leaves  projecting  upward  beneath^ 
the  wing  of  each  eagle. 

The  Flowing  Hair  type  dollar  was  short  lived  and  was  produced  only  in  1 794  and  1795.  No  doubt  a  greater  mintage  would  have 
occurred  in  the  former  year,  except  that  a  press  of  insufficient  capacity  was  all  that  was  on  hand,  and  the  coins  could  not  strike  up 
satisfactorily.  Accordingly,  mintage  in  quantity  was  postponed  until  proper  equipment  could  be  obtained.  The  Flowing  Hair  dollars 
encompass  many  interesting  die  varieties. 

BB-22  is  a  landmark  rarity.  On  the  obverse,  the  numeral  7  is  repunched  over  a  1;  on  the  reverse,  there  is  an  outer  berry  below  C  and  1  X 
an  inner  below  the  final  A  in  AMERICA.  The  surfaces  are  immaculate  and  beautifully  toned,  with  a  thin  layer  of  gold  toning  over  the 
underlaying  medium  gray.  Remarkable  is  the  strike  which,  save  for  a  few  dentils  in  the  eagle’s  breast  is  far  from  typical  for  this  vari¬ 
ety.  That  is  to  say,  devices  are  bold  throughout.  What’s  more,  there  are  no  adjustment  marks,  which  puts  this  in  the  lead  for  those  wh(\v^'\^' 
would  prefer  not  to  see  parallel  lines  in  the  surface  of  their  coins.  The  adjustment  marks  came  about  before  the  coin  was  struck.  But  ^  V 
because  there  are  none  here,  we’ll  omit  describing  how  commonplace  they  are  to  early  Flowing  Hair  dollars  and  save  our  description  's. 
for  another  consignor's  coin  that  may  involve  them.  X 

This  particular  specimen  shows  strong  feathers  on  the  eagle’s  wings  and  tail.  Problem-free  surfaces  for  the  grade  assist  anyone  in  makj  IN 
ing  the  major  decision  whether  or  not  to  bid.  With  no  other  significant  nicks  or  bumps  and  even  devoid  of  the  usual  handling  marks,  \ 
this  coin  is  a  leader  in  its  class. 


•V) 


Variety  collectors  will  learn  that  the  1795  silver  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  challenging  in  the  series  to  complete  by  variety.  Of  these 
known  22  varieties,  one  is  believed  to  not  exist  (B-17),  and  another  nine  die  pairings  are  considered  to  be  R.7  to  unique!  And  several 
!  of  these  are  known  with  the  curious  “silver  plug”  located  at  the  center  of  the  coin. 

A  wonderful  opportunity  for  the  Variety  Set  collector  to  acquire  one  of  the  highest-quality  examples  of  this  important  early  coin. 

Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  .  This  is  the  Finest  Known  of  the  die  marriage  by  at  least  30  points.  This  remarkable  coin 
deserves  a  Mint  State  grade.  While  the  PCGS  Population  shows  2  in  AU58  for  the  variety,  BOTH  represent  this  one  coin.  There  is 
no  other  AU58  (or  higher)  coin  for  the  variety.  Although  not  as  obvious  as  in  the  BB-1 1  example  offered  in  this  collection,  this  coin 
displays  some  evidence  of  a  mint-inserted  silver  plug;  so,  while  the  coin  has  not  been  certified  as  such,  prospective  bidders  should 
examine  the  coin  closely  to  come  to  their  own  conclusion  (PCGS  #  39987) 


Estimated  Value  . . . . ..J . . . . . S^O, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  WGC/F.C.C.  Boyd;  Ex:  Harold  Bareford. 


The  Finest  Known  1 795  BB-24  Flowing  Hair  Silver  Dollar 


5013 

1795  B-13,  BB-24  Flowing  Hair  2  Leaves  High  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  MS-62.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6853.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  A  magnificent  natural  gray  example  with  a  luxurious  display  of  old-silver  color  and  sheen  on  both  sides. 

Some  areas  are  lighter,  others  have  more  fully  captured  the  essence  of  how  silver  as  a  metal  develops  toning  when  left  on  its  own  over  \ 
two  centuries.  Nicely  impacted  by  the  dies,  as  well,  perhaps  not  fully  so  at  the  eagle's  head,  chest  and  wings,  but  still  well  enough  that 
its  attraction  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  of  this  being  the  finest  reported  example.  Rims  have  large,  complete  dentils.  All  legends  crisply 
defined,  as  is  the  wreath.  And  whereas  the  obverses  on  some  Flowing  Hair  dollars  show  little  hair  definition,  this  specimen  is  the  an-  N 
tithesis:  every  hair  strand  is  clearly  defined.  Liberty's  eye,  eyelid,  and  even  the  pupil  in  the  eye  are  clearly  there.  Study  it  with  a  glass 
Marvel  at  its  workmanship.  And  then  marvel  again  to  think  this  coin  was  made  over  215  years  ago  under  conditions  we  Moderns 
might  consider  primitive  in  the  extreme!  Something  for  the  connoisseur.  One  for  the  record  books.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety.  The  Finest  Known  BB-24.  j 

Avery  scarce  Flowing  Hair  variety,  and  the  finest  specimen  recorded.  Concerning  BB-24  in  general,  it  is  believed  that  “some  where 
between  100  and  150  exist,  most  of  which  are  in  relatively  high  grades  for  a  1795  issue,’’  this  according  to  the  Bowers  encyclopedia  of 
Bust  Dollars.  "In  this  regard.  BB-24  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  BB-26.  the  latter  of  which  is  usually  seen  in  Fine.  Most  1 795  BB-24  dollars^) 
are  in  better  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF,  or  even  liner."  While  Bowers  thinks  100  to  150  examples  exist  it  appears  more  likely  that  only 

30  to  40  pieces  have  survived. 

This  important  2-leaves  B-13,  BB-24  variety  shares  Obverse  4  with  BB-25.  Liberty  's  Mowing  hair  end  in  six  curls,  of  which  the  3rd 
and  4th  are  close  together;  the  lowest  curl  barely  misses  a  point  of  the  first  star,  but  continues  on  to  touch  and  slightly  pass  a  second 
point  of  the  same  star.  The  second  curl  from  bottom  turns  downward  pointing  to  the  space  between  two  points  of  the  second  star.  Date 
is  wide,  with  79  closest.  The  E  in  LIBERTY  punched  over  an  earlier  erroneous  R  | diagnostic ] .  The  Y  in  LIBERTY  is  higher  than  the 
adjacent  T.  with  the  foot  of  R  in  LIBERTY  shortened  from  a  broken  punch.  The  obverse  is  combined  with  Reverse  G.  with  two  leaves 
j  undereach  wing,  which  was  paired  with  BB-20  and  BB-21  before  it's  use  here  on  BB-24. 

i  Interestingly,  Bolender  knew  of  only  three  coins!  “All  things  considered,  the  1795  BB-24  dollar  is  an  excellent  variety  for  further 
I  research.  Why  are  most  specimens  in  higher  grades?  How  many  are  known  to  exist?"  |  Bowers]  (PCGS  ft  39989) 


Estimated  Value 


Ihe  Dr.  Hessclgesser  Collection. 
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The  Missing  l  eaf  R-8  BB-25  1 795  Dollar 
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1795  B-6,  BB-25  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Missing  Leaf  Rarity  8.  FCGS  graded  EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6852.  In  a  new  secure 
plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Attractive  prooflike  surfaces.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  only  example  graded 
at  PCGS  of  this  intriguing  variety.  Please  compare  areas  that  are  boxed  on  the  reverse  of  the  regular  BB-25  and  the  missing  q* 
leaf  BB-25. 


Flowing  hair  in  six  curls,  3rd  and  4th  close  together;  lowest  curl  barely  misses  a  point  of  first  star,  but  continues  on  to  touch  and  slight¬ 
ly  pass  a  second  point  of  same  star.  The  second  curl  from  bottom  turns  downward  pointing  to  space  between  two  points  of  second  star. 
Wide  date,  79  closest.  E  in  LIBERTY  punched  over  an  earlier  erroneous  R.  The  Y  in  LIBERTY  is  higher  than  the  adjacent  T.  Foot  of 


in  LIBERTY  shortened  from  a  broken  punch.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-24  (early  state)  and  BB-25  (early  and  late  states). 


Three  leaves  under  each  wing  of  eagle.  13  berries,  seven  on  left  branch,  six  on  right.  Two  berries  under  first  T  in  STATES,  one  on 
inside  and  one  on  outside  of  wreath.  Die  State  I  has  three  leaves  visible  below  first  S  of  STATES.  Die  State  III  with  four  leaves;  also  A 


used  in  its  later  state  to  coin  BB-26  and  BB-27,  each  of  which  has  four  leaves  beneath  the  first  S  of  STATES.  This  is  the  discovery 


coin  made  by  Frank  Stirling  in  1952.  At  the  time  it  was  given  a  separate  Bolender  number  1 8  but  then  was  found  to  be  a  die  state  of  \  N 
B-6.  Now  this  is  where  it  gets  tricky.  The  three  leaf  or  missing  leaf  is  located  on  the  reverse  under  the  first  S  in  STATES!  This  reversb^ 

A  was  used  for  only  a  short  time  -  ONLY  TWO  SPECIMENS  F1AVE  BEEN  FOUND  -  the  original  Stirling  specimen  and  the  Spie^s^\q 
specimen  sold  in  1976  which  has  never  been  seen  since!  The  Missing  Leaf  was  called  this  because  it  was  once  believed  that  the  com-  T' 
mon  4  leaf  variety  was  struck  with  some  material  plugged  in  the  fourth  leaf  making  it  disappear  (see  Bowers  and  Borckardt's  Book). 


This  is  NOT  TRUE  as  noted  in  the  July  2007  issue  of  the,  “Rare  Coin  Market  Report"  where  John  Dannreuther  goes  through  the 


sequence  of  die  varieties  used!  The  Missing  Leaf  was  the  first  use  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  followed  by  use  in  the  B-13,  BB-24  (Ob- 


verse  used  but  with  significant  changes  in  the  DATE,  especially  795);  B-12,  BB-26  (Reverse  B  used  now  with  an  added  4th  leaf  under 
first  S  in  STATES  );  B-5,  BB-27  (same  4  leaf  Reverse  B);  and  THEN  back  to  the  B-6,  BB-25  but  with  the  reworked  Obverse  and  the 
added  4th  leaf  Reverse  B.  So  does  this  make  it  a  different  variety?  I  say  it  does!  PCGS  even  gave  it  a  different  #148300  as  oppose  to 
the  usual  B-6,  BB-25  #39975!  Rarity  8.  The  finest  of  the  two  known  and  the  Frank  Stirling  Discovery  Coin.  2  coins  known  and  this  is 


#1, 


Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-25  (two  states;  Die  State  I  with  three  leaves  and  Die  State  III  with  four  leaves  under  first  S 
in  STATES,  BB-26  (later  state  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in  STATES),  and  BB-27  (later  state  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in 

STATES). 


Die  State  I;  Two  specimens  are  known  to  the  writer.  The  first  is  Frank  M.  Stirling's  discovery  piece,  which  from  the  illustration  in  The 
Numismatist  appears  to  be  EF.  The  second  is  that  included  in  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Spies  Collection,  December  9-10,  1974,  Lot  19,  and  ' 
described  as  prooflike  EF,  with  a  few  faint  scratches  between  the  1  and  7  of  the  date. 


Die  State  II:  Transitional  state.  Not  seen  by  the  author. 


Die  State  III:  It  is  believed  that  201  to  500  specimens  of  1795  BB-25.  Die  State  III,  exist,  most  of  which  are  in  lower  grades  through 

VF. 


The  rims  are  usually  indistinct  in  portions,  with  some  areas  appearing  flattened;  weakness  is  usually  seen  at  the  rim  beginning  about 
the  8th  star  and  continuing  over  LIBE,  and  from  the  1 3th  star,  the  date,  to  the  1st  or  2nd  star;  on  the  reverse,  the  weakness  is  most 
often  seen  at  the  rim  above  UNI  and  OF  AME.  Most  specimens  are  weak  at  the  obverse  center  in  the  area  of  Miss  Liberty 's  ear  (which 
is  usually  not  visible),  and  on  the  eagle’s  breast. 


In  the  opinion  of  Early  Dollar  expert  Martin  Logies,  the  re-working  of  the  reverse  die  following  this  early  die  state  is  so  extensive  that 
the  “Die  State  1"  examples  should  be  recognized  as  a  separate  die  variety. 


Estimated  Value 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collet  lion. 

it::  Act  Via  ■ 
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The  Finest  Certified  1 795  BB-25 
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1795  B-6,  BB-25  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-53. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  6852.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Finest 
Certified.  This  is  a  somewhat  confusing  die  variety  because  of  the  two  dies 
states  found  on  the  reverse.  The  coin  in  Dr.  Hesselgesser’s  collection  is  from 
Die  State  III  with  four  leaves  below  first  S  in  STATES.  An  elevated  degree  of 
sharp  detail  springs  forth  from  the  sleek  medium  gray  surfaceslighter  gray  high¬ 
lights.  Never  yielding  at  the  obverse  or  the  reverse,  more  detail  can  be  found 
there  than  on  the  typical  example  of  the  date.  A  rock-solid  coin  that  will  advance 
any  high  quality  set  of  early  Silver  Dollars. 


Three  leaves  under  each  wing  of  eagle.  13  berries,  seven  on  left  branch,  six  on 
right.  Two  berries  under  first  T  in  STATES,  one  on  inside  and  one  on  outside  of 
wreath.  Die  State  I  has  three  leaves  visible  below  first  S  of  STATES  (early  state 
of  die,  probably  with  4th  leaf  depression  in  die  filled  with  foreign  matter).  Die 
State  III  with  four  leaves;  also  used  in  its  later  state  to  coin  BB-26  and  BB-27, 
each  of  which  has  four  leaves  beneath  the  first  S  of  STATES. 


Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-25  (two  states;  Die  State  I  with  three  leaves 
and  Die  State  III  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in  STATES;  presumably,  one  of 
the  leaf  recesses  in  the  die  was  clogged,  thus  preventing  one  leaf  from  striking 
up),  BB-26  (later  state  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in  STATES),  and  BB-27 
(later  state  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in  STATES).  Pop  1;  none  finer  at 
PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  39975) 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


Estimated  Value 


$30, 000- UP 


36 


The  Finest  BB-26  Graded  At  PCGS 


Estimated  Value . $20, OOO-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Variety  Notes:  BB-26  represents  one  of  several  varieties  with  the  three- 
leaves  reverse  and  the  Head  of  ‘95  obverse.  On  the  obverse.  Liberty's  lowest 
curl  is  open,  touches  a  point  of  star  one.  and  continues  beyond.  The  reverse 
displays  13  berries  on  the  wreath,  seven  on  the  left  branch  and  six  on  the 
right,  with  three  berries  beneath  the  eagle's  wing  on  the  left  and  two  berries 
beneath  the  wing  on  the  right.  Pop  1;  none  liner  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #  39976) 


5016 

1795  B-12,  BB-26  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-40. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  6852.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census. 
Medium  silver  gray  surfaces  intermingled  with  light  rubbed  silver  high 
points  on  the  design,  combining  to  create  an  attractive  melange.  Outstanding 
mark-free  originality  and  detail,  including  peripheries.  And  where  you  would 
expect  to  find  some  adjustment  marks,  there  are  none,  a  singular  blessing. 


Though  rare  as  a  variety,  this  piece  is  also  struck  from  a  rare  die  state  that 
shows  a  strong  vertical  crack  from  central  obverse  through  the  angle  of  the 
7  in  the  date  to  the  rim.  Bolender  owned  a  worn  specimen,  the  only  one 
he  knew  of,  that  came  from  the  famous  1907  Matthew  Stickney  sale  by 
Henry  Chapman.  The  Flannagan  collection  contained  a  piece  described  as 
Fine  with  dents,  and  Bolender  and  Reiver  both  called  the  die  state  Rarity-7. 
Breen,  cataloger  of  the  1973  Superior  sale  which  featured  lots  pedigreed 
to  the  Ostheimer  Collection,  knew  of  only  the  piece  in  that  collection  and 
one  other  as  examples  of  the  terminal  state.  Regardless  of  its  die  state,  the 
present  specimen  ranks  as  the  apparent  finest  known  specimen,  the  only 
piece  finer  than  Bolender’s  EF  early  die  state  coin  and  the  Vfs  and  Fines  that 
fill  the  rest  of  Bowers”'notable  specimens”  list.  An  important  specimen  on 
several  counts. 


1 795  BB-26  Flowing  Hair  Rarity  5 


5017 

1795  B-12,  BB-26  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Rarity  5.  PCGS 
graded  VF-25.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6852.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  EDS.  Previously  graded  VF30  by  NGC.  A  more  than 
moderately  smooth  and  attractive  specimen  light  gray  surfaces 
and  a  confident,  no-compromises  look  of  careful  preservation 
by  its  former  owners.  Everything  you  would  want  from  the 
grade,  and  probably  then  some. 

1795  BB-26  is  believed  to  exist  to  the  extent  of  31  to  75 
coins,  most  of  which  are  in  lower  grades  up  to  and  including 
VF.  Fine  grade  seems  to  be  about  par  for  this  variety,  an  issue 
which  must  have  circulated  very  extensively.  The  variety  is 
very  rare  EF  and  unknown  in  Mint  State.  Any  specimen  which 
grades  EF  or  higher  is  Condition  Census  level.  The  absence 
of  the  obverse  die  crack  is  quite  desirable.  This  reverse  is  also 
used  in  the  BB-27  and  BB-25  (PCGS  #  39976) 

Estimated  Value . $7, 000-  UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Jules  Reiver  Collection. 
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The  Garrett/Hesselgesser  1795  BB-27  Dollar 


1795  B-5,  BB-27  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Rarity  1.  PCGS  graded  AlJ-58  PQ. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  6852.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  desirable  coin  in  any 
About  Uncirculated  grade,  and  this  top-end  AU58  example  will  certainly  generate 
the  requisite  amount  of  excitement  when  it  crosses  the  block.  Toned  with  delicate 
gray  over  the  smooth  surfaces,  with  Liberty’s  head  a  touch  sharper  than  average 
with  strong  hair  accents  on  temple  and  above  the  ear;  all  is  framed  with  even  den¬ 
tils  on  both  sides.  The  fields  and  devices  are  remarkably  clean  for  a  Flowing  Flair 
dollar,  and  anyone  who  gives  this  more  than  a  swift  glance  examining  the  fields 
and  devices  will  assuredly  be  thrilled  with  the  superior  quality  found  here.  The 
fields  and  devices  show  residual  luster  from  the  original  die  polish  used  to  prepare 
the  dies  for  coinage.  Devoid  of  adjustment  marks.  Identifiable  by  a  small  horizon¬ 
tal  flaw  below  the  L  of  LIBERTY  on  the  obverse,  and  a  lighter  flaw  or  mark  on 
the  reverse  at  the  eagle’s  thigh.  A  magnificent  coin  for  the  specialist,  which  boasts 
grand  eye  appeal,  top-notch  conservative  grading  quality  and  a  boldness  where  it 
counts;  all  qualities  desired  but  seldom  seen  in  these  large  Flowing  Hair  crowns  of 
the  world.  This  is  considered  to  be  the  most  available  die  pairing  of  the  year,  but 
due  to  the  condition,  the  present  coin  is  a  stand-out  and  will  certainly  rank  within 
the  top  100  coins  of  this  date.  Desirable  Three  Leaf  reverse.  (This  die  pairing 
produced  an  estimated  100,000  coins,  which  is  as  high  as  any  pair  of  dies  from  the 
first  decade  at  the  Mint.)  Pop  2;  1  finer  in  64  for  the  variety. 

In  the  opinion  of  Martin  Logies,  “This  is  a  truly  extraordinary  coin,  FAR  superior 
to  what  is  typically  seen  as  graded  AU58.  While  the  coin  does  display  what  may 
be  described  as  “high-point  friction,”  it  otherwise  displays  all  of  the  luster,  eye 
appeal,  and  freedom  from  surface  marks  of  specimens  grading  MS64”  (PCGS  # 
39977) 


Estimated  Value 


$7 5, 000-UP 


Ex:  Garrett  Collection;  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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A  Unique  Double  Struck  Obverse  1 795  BB-27  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


5019 

1795  B-5,  BB-27  Flowing  Hair  3  Leaves  Rarity  1  Obverse  Double  Struck.  PCGS 
graded  EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6852.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Taking  into 
account  that  the  obverse  is  double  struck  this  coin  is  considerably  more  scarce  than 
the  rarity  of  the  BB  variety  indicates.  A  sleek,  original  toned  example  whose  medium 
gray  patina  goes  nicely  with  clear  features  on  Liberty  and  the  eagle  and  almost  osten¬ 
tatious  eye  appeal  from  never  having  been  mishandled  in  any  way.  Former  owners 
must  have  realized  this  is  a  special  coin.  Don't  mind  the  hint  of  weakness  at  the  hair 
above  Liberty’s  ear  for  this  is  typically  seen  due  to  the  high  relief  of  the  head  punch 
used,  and  has  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  grading  service.  Picture-perfect 
rims  serve  to  form  a  frame  around  the  coin's  exquisite  artistic  features. 


(“As  is  the  case  with  the  obverse  die  used  to  coin  BB-21 .  BB-22,  and  BB-23.  the 
present  obverse  had  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  deeply  impressed  into  the  die,  causing  it 


to  be  in  slightly  higher  relief  than  other  varieties  of  the  year;  because  of  this,  the  hair 


details  wore  away  quickly  as  the  coins  circulated."  —  Bowers  encyclopedia.  Pop  3; 


1 1  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  39977) 


Estimated  Value 


$20, (XX)- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


Tied  For  Finest  Graded  At  PCGS 


5020 

1795  B-14,  BB-51  Off-Centered  Draped  Bust  Rarity  2.  PCGS 
graded  AU-58  PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  96858.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  A  well  struck  example  of  what  is  believed  to  be  the  very  first 
die  in  any  American  denomination  to  display  Gilbert  Stuart’s  Draped 
Bust  motif.  On  this  obverse,  one  of  two  used  in  1795,  the  head  of 
Liberty  is  set  too  far  to  the  left.  On  the  next  die,  BB-52,  the  position¬ 
ing  was  rectified  by  moving  her  to  the  right.  The  present  piece  is  very 
well  struck  on  both  sides,  showing  nearly  all  details,  save  for  a  few 
areas  of  trivial  lightness,  mostly  on  the  eagle.  No  adjustment  marks 
are  seen,  hence,  the  center  and  peripheral  areas  are  finely  displayed 
to  the  pleasure  of  all  numismatic  aficionados.  Satiny  luster  is  present 
on  both  sides,  stretching  into  the  field,  with  original  light  silver-gray 
toning.  This  variety  is  seldom  seen  available  in  Mint  State.  How 
marvelous  this  opportunity  is  to  acquire  a  near  Mint  State  with  much 
better  qualifications  than  many  that  are  in  Mint  condition!  Pop  2; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  39996) 

Estimated  Value . $30, 000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Prooflike  1 795  BB-52  Dollar 


5021 

1795  B-15,  BB-52  Draped  Bust  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  MS-61.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 
6858.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Toned  yet  deeply  lustrous,  quite  well  struck  save  for 
some  details  on  the  eagle’s  leg.  and  very  attractive  overall.  A  gorgeous  Draped  Bust. 

Small  Eagle  1795  that  will  be  of  great  interest  to  the  die  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the 

type  set  collector.  Few  comparable  examples  exist  of  the  Centered  Head  variety  in 

Mint  condition. 

On  the  reverse  several  cracks  and  die  characteristics  are  especially  noted,  including  a 
crack  from  the  left  border  above  D  (UNITED)  touching  the  lower  left  serif  of  the  first  S 
(STATES),  continuing  into  the  leaves.  At  the  right  near  the  border,  past  F  (OF)  are  some 
raised  islands. 

1795  introduced  the  new  Draped  Bust  design,  believed  to  be  the  work  of  portraitist  Gilbert 
Stuart,  who  prepared  sketches  that  were  translated  to  plaster  models  by  John  Eckstein,  an 
artist  at  the  Mint.  Records  show  that  Eckstein  was  paid  $30  for  "two  models  tor  dollars 
on  September  9,  1795.  This  may  refer  to  the  coin  ol  this  new  design.  The  date  these  coins 
were  first  struck  is  unknown,  and  the  last  date  of  their  coinage  is  also  unknown,  perhaps 
continuing  into  1796.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PC  GS  it  39995) 

Estimated  Value . $50, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Golden  Toned  1 796  BB-6 1  Dollar 


v** 


OUZZ 

1796  B-4,  BB-61  Small  Date  Large  Letters  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Sub¬ 
set  of  PCGS  #  6860.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Delicate  surfaces  are  untouched  by 
spotting  or  marks  on  this  intensely  pleasing  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  dollar,  the  light 
to  medium  gray  toning  graces  satiny  and  dynamic  surfaces.  Since  our  observation  is 
that  this  date  is  often  well  struck,  then  this  sharp  coin  has  every  suggestion  of  preci¬ 
sion  manufacture  as  seen  in  hair  curls,  the  drapery  folds,  as  well  as  the  plumage  on  the 
eagle  s  wings.  Light  detail  down  the  leg  as  always;  full  leaves  in  the  wreath,  however. 

Late  in  the  year  1795  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  Small  Eagle  reverse  was  adopted 
for  silver  dollar  coinage.  Artist  Gilbert  Stuart,  contemplating  the  Flowing  Hair  motif, 
lemaiked  in  1 795  that  Liberty  on  the  other  coins  had  run  mad.  We  will  bind  it  up  and 
thus  render  her  a  steady  matron.  Accordingly,  Stuart  created  what  we  know  today  as 
the  Draped  Bust  obverse  motif. 

The  new  design  depicted  the  draped  bosom  of  Liberty  facing  right,  the  word  LIBERTY 
above,  the  date  below,  and  stars  to  left  and  right,  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  showed 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  cloud  within  a  wreath  composed  of  an  olive  branch  to  the  left 
and  palm  leaves  to  the  right,  tied  with  a  bow  at  the  bottom.  The  inscription  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  suirounds,  with  particularly  wide  spacing  between  the  words. 

The  1796  BB-61  dollar  is  the  most  common  variety  of  the  year.  An  estimated  201-500 
specimens  exist.  Most  are  in  middle  circulated  grades,  with  VF  being  the  median.  EF 
coins  turn  up  with  regularity  in  dealers ’stocks  and  auctions  and  make  a  nice  “type” 
coin.  In  AU  or  better  grade  1796  BB-61  is  very  rare,”  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for 

the  variety  (PCGS  #  40000) 


Estimated  Value. 


$30  WO- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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1 796  BB-6 1  Bust  Dollar 


5023 

1796  B-4,  BB-61  Draped  Bust  Small  Date  Large  Letters  Rarity  3 
PGGS  graded  Genuine.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6860.  Our  grade  is  sharp¬ 
ness  of  AU55.  Medium  gray  toning  with  some  silvery  aspects  to  it.  Well 
struck  for  the  date,  with  bold  reverse  details  present,  much  closer  to  100% 
“full”  than  can  be  said  about  most  others  of  this  variety  or,  for  that  matter, 
most  other  Small  Eagle  issues  of  any  variety!  Fully  struck  coins  of  this 
date  are  rare.  Broad  dentils  characterize  many  1796  (and  1797)  Small 
Eagle  silver  dollars. 


Henry  DeSaussure,  the  Mint  Director,  responding  to  criticisms  of  the  Rob¬ 
ert  Scot  design  of  the  Flowing  Hair  style  used  in  1794-95,  had  a  new  ob¬ 
verse  made  based  upon  a  drawing  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  prominent  portrait 
artist  whose  Washington  likeness  appears  on  the  $1  bill.  It  is  believed  the 
model  for  the  obverse  was  Mrs.  William  Bingham,  a  famous  belle  of  the 
day  and  friend  of  both  Washington  and  Jefferson.  The  dies  were  done  by 
Jacob  Eckstein,  a  German-born  specialist,  in  September  to  October  1795; 
he  was  probably  responsible  for  the  redesign  of  the  reverse  as  well  which 
was  undertaken  at  the  same  time. 

The  revised  reverse  quite  possibly  was  designed  to  allow  fuller  striking 
of  both  sides  with  the  new  obverse;  the  old  reverse  would  have  been  so 
placed  as  to  leave  the  eagle  almost  headless  on  most  normal  strikes.)  The 
first  strikes  of  the  new  design  took  place  in  October  1795.  By  1796,  full 
production  of  the  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  coinage,  from  half  dimes  to 
silver  dollars,  commenced,  although  in  small  numbers  by  today’s  high 
production  levels. 


BB-61  is  a  popular  adjunct  to  early  Silver  Dollar  collecting.  The  obverse 
has  a  small,  wide  date  with  96  close  and  the  6  tipped  to  the  left.  A  raised 
“dot”  or  die  flaw  is  present  over  the  1  in  the  date  and  closest  to  the  bust, 
a  tiny  extra  projection  or  flaw  extending  from  the  space  at  the  bottom  of 
star  1 1 .  This  and  the  obverse  used  to  strike  BB-66  are  believed  to  be  the 
first  two  obverse  dies  cut  in  1796,  and  have  the  lower  right  tip  of  the  R  in 
LIBERTY  intact. 


ki 


Reverse  A  consists  of  large  letters  in  the  legend.  AMER  are  crowded  and 
touch  at  their  bases.  Eight  plain  berries  in  wreath.  There  is  a  berry  under 
the  first  T  in  STATES.  Two  leaves  are  beneath  the  eagle’s  right  (to  ob¬ 
server’s  left)  wing,  these  having  been  added  by  hand  in  front  of  the  cloud. 
A  small  defect  in  the  field  is  attached  to  two  denticles  below,  and  slightly 
left  of,  the  left  ribbon  end.  This  die  is  from  the  same  hub  used  to  create 
1795  BB-51  and  52,  but  on  1796  BB-61  is  not  as  strongly  impressed,  with 
the  result  that  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  are  rarely  bold.  Reverse  die  used 
to  strike  1796  BB-61  only  (PCGS  H  40000) 


Estimated  Value 


$8, OtX)- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Rarity  8  One  Of  Tvvo  Known 


J 

fV 


46 


-V.-v 


5024 

1796  B-3,  BB-62  Small  Date  Small  Letters  Rarity  8.  PCGS  graded  Fine-15  PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6859.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  This  coin  was  previously  graded  VF25  by  NGC.  Condition  Census.  This  piece  is  one  of  two  BB-62  examples  known  to 
exist.  This  uses  the  obverse  having  made  the  transition  to  Die  State  III  of  1796  BB-61 .  The  stars  are  small  and  the  last  two  or  three 
are  spidery.  Curl  on  top  of  the  head  defective.  Relapping  removed  part  of  Liberty’s  top  curl,  and  some  of  the  part  of  the  stars  in  lower 
relief,  making  them  appear  smaller.  This  obverse  was  used  to  strike  1796  BB-61  (early  state)  and  BB-62  (late  state). 

BB-62’s  reverse  (described  in  the  Bowers  encyclopedia  under  1795  BB-51),  has  a  Small  Eagle.  Small  Letters  in  legend  combination. 
The  eagle  stands  on  clouds,  while  below  and  to  the  sides,  the  wreath  is  composed  of  a  palm  branch  (right)  and  olive  branch  (left),  the 
latter  with  seven  berries.  A  short,  prominent  die  scratch  extends  up  to  left  from  tip  of  right,  inside  leaf  below  (observer's)  left  wing. 
Berry  under  A  of  STATES;  a  quick  way  to  identify  this  reverse.  A 


“Bolender  reported  that  some  letters  were  bifurcated  on  examples  he  had  seen  of  1796  B-3  [BB-62],  and  thought  this  meant  that  the 
die  had  been  “touched  up"  (however,  bifurcation  is  an  idiosyncrasy  of  striking,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  die  variety  or  state)." 

explains  Bowers. 


Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-51;  1 796  BB-62.  BB-63,  and  BB-66  (now  relapped);  1797  BB-72;  and  1798  BB-81. 


Bolender  wrote  this  in  1950;  “While  many  1796  dollars  have  been  listed  as  [B-3;  BB-62],  this  has  been  erroneously  done.  I  have  pur¬ 
chased  a  dozen  or  more  [B-3';  BB-62],  every  one  of  them  wrongly  attributed.  Only  three  specimens  are  known  to  me." 

The  rarity  of  1796  BB-62  approaches  legendary  proportions.  In  fact,  it  has  kept  out  of  sight  so  well  that  many  specialists  have  never 
seen  an  example.  The  fifth  revised  edition  (1988)  of  Bolender ’s  The  United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  noted  the  following:  “Most 
experts  now  question  whether  this  variety  actually  exists." 


In  a  conversation,  Jules  Reiver  related  that  over  the  years  a  dozen  or  more  1796  “Bolender-3"  dollars  have  been  ottered  to  him.  but 
;  without  exception  they  were  all  misattributcd.  I  don  t  believe  that  B3  |  BB-62]  exists,  he  concluded.  Fop  I:  none  finer  at  l’C  GS  tor 

the  variety. 


Estimated  Value . 

t|L,  p'.  if  / 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


$50, 000-UP 
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Nicely  Toned  1 796  BB-63  Dollar 


5025 

1796  B-2,  BB-63  Small  Date  Small  Letters  Rarity  4.  PCGS 
graded  VF-35  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6859. 

In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Always  weakly  struck.  Original 
dappled  gray  specimen  with  faint  golden  zephyr-like  wisps  of 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  Adequately  struck  for  the  date  which 
in  most  instances  tends  to  have  weak  areas  on  both  sides  due  to 
uneven  striking,  certainly  well  within  the  range  given  the  coin  by 
the  graders  and  worthy  of  strong  bidder  consideration.  The  detail 
present  indicates  that  of  an  XF+. 

Estimated  Value . $10, 000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  John  Whitney  Walter  "Mr 
1796"  Collection. 
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5026 

1796  B-5,  BB-65  Large  Date  Small  Letters  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded 

AU-55  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6861 .  In  a  new  secure 

plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  The  Choice  AU  representative  in  this  lot  is 
an  important  condition  rarity  that-should  see  spirited  bidding  among  early 
Dollar  collectors.  Much  of  the  smooth  original  surface  remains,  the  fields 
mostly  satin-gray  and  gold  in  sheen  with  modest  hints  of  brightness  evi¬ 
dent  at  different  angles.  Golden-gray  tinting  is  a  hallmark  of  the  well  cared 
for  early  silver  coin,  as  are  devices  that  are  generally  bold  in  detail  despite 
light  highpoint  rub.  None  of  the  usual  abrasions  are  noted,  in  fact,  the  coin 
is  extraordinarily  clean  and  fresh  appearing.  We  expect  a  commensurate 
price.  In  sum,  this  is  an  attractive  About  Uncirculated  55  survivor  from  a 
well-centered  impression.  Pop  3;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 
40002) 


Estimated  Value . $20, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Colin  dan . 


CAC  Approved  1 706  BB-65  Dollar 


The  Fines!  Known  1 796  BB-66  Small  Date  Bust  Dollar 


I 


3UZ/ 

1796  B-l,  BB-66  Small  Date  Small  Letters  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6859.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  An  extremely 
lare  coin  in  AU58  condition,  and  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence.  The  surfaces  are 
pleasing  for  the  grade,  with  smooth  fields  (no  nicks  or  defects).  The  surface  is  toned  a  light  gray 
with  darker  antique  flecks  tucked  into,  around,  and  throughout  the  devices.  The  color  is  well 
balanced  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  boldly  struck  coin  that  shows  mostly  shaip  stars  (the 
two  nearest  Y  of  LIBERTY  coming  up  a  bit  short,  and  strong  feather  definition  on  the  eagle’s 
upper  body  and  wing.  This  is  truly  a  tremendous  BB-66  coin,  not  only  for  the  grade  but  for  the 
strike,  color  and  quality. 


Small  date  with  the  9  and  6  closer  together  than  other  figures.  Highest  wave  of  hair  under 
upright  of  E;  second  highest  wave  under  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  middle  of  R.  This 
obverse  bears  a  close  resemblance  with  that  of  BB-63,  and  specimens  should  be  compared  to  it 
This  and  the  obvtise  die  used  to  strike  BB-61  and  BB-62  were  the  first  two  obverse  dies  cut  in 
1 796,  and  have  the  lower  right  tip  of  the  R  in  LIBERTY  intact.  Mated  to  the  reverse  1795  BB 
5 1 .  Wieath  is  composed  of  a  palm  branch  (right)  and  olive  branch  (left),  the  latter  with  seven 
benies.  A  short,  prominent  die  scratch  extends  up  to  left  from  tip  of  right,  inside  leaf  below 
(observer’s)  left  wing.  Berry  under  A  of  STATES;  a  quick  way  to  identify  this  reverse.  Pop  1; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  Finest  Known  BB-66  (PCGS  #  39999) 


Estimated  Value 


S50.000-V.P 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 

50 


1 797  BB-7 1  Draned  Rust  Dollar 


5028 

1797  B-3,  BB-71  Draped  Bust  10X6  Stars  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  A  superb 
strike.  This  piece  exhibits  all  the  desirable  qualities  of  an  early  dollar.  Magnificent  multi¬ 
dimensional  toning  is  evident  on  both  sides  displaying  shades  of  blue-green,  russet,  a 
splash  of  magenta,  and  golden  hues.  The  adjustment  marks  across  Liberty's  portrait  are 
not  distracting  in  the  least  bit.  Truly  a  marvelous  example.  The  current  holder  states  that 
this  is  a  9X7  Star  variety  which  is  incorrect.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #  6865) 

Estimated  Value . $30,000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hcsselgesser  Collection. 


Highest  pros  Graded  1 797  BB-72  Small  Eagle  Reverse  Dollar 


H 

.  ' 

..  -  »ii 


V*' 


5029 


*  * 


1797  B-2,  BB-72  Draped  Bust  9X7  Stars  Small  Letters  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6866.  In  a  new  secure 

plus  holder.  In  the  top  3  of  the  Condition  Census.  BB-72  represents  the  sole  variety  for  1797  with  the  small  letters  reverse.  On  the 
obverse,  the  stars  are  arranged  with  nine  to  the  left  ot  Liberty  and  seven  to  the  right.  The  reverse  inscription:  “UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA,”  rendered  in  the  small  letter  font  —  a  re-use  of  the  small-letters  reverse  die  first  employed  in  1795 

Even  light  silver  gray  with  much  luster  remaining  at  peripheries  and  around  devices.  Sharply  struck  at  peripheries  though  somewhat 
soft  at  central  reverse,  where  several  adjustment  marks  crisscross  at  and  below  the  eagle.  A  very  sharp,  golden  toned  example  of  this 
elusive  and  popular  major  variety,  labeled  by  Bowers  in  his  Encyclopedia  as  “the  most  famous  variety  after  1794  and  before  1804  “ 
This  is  the  single  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Now  considered  Rarity-4,  this  variety  was  long  considered  a  classic  rarity  and  once  upon  ; 
time  was  unpriced  above  VF.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40005) 


Estimated  Value 


. $40,000- U. 


Ex:  Cardinal  Collection;  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Boldly  Struck  1 797  BB-73  Dollar 


1797  B-l,  BB-73  Draped  Bust  9X7  Stars  Large  Letters  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Subset 
of  PCGS  #  6863.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Previously  graded  AU58  by  NGC.  '  ^ 
There  are  some  interesting  varieties  of  the  1797  dollar,  mostly  revolving  around  the  number  of  stars  k. 
on  the  obverse  (either  9X7  or  10X6).  All  dies  have  16  stars,  proving  that  the  dies  (unlike  the  1798  ... 
obverse  with  15  stars)  were  made  alter  June  1 ,  1796  when  Tennessee  became  the  sixteenth  state  to  be-^2^ 
admitted  to  the  Union.  It  may  be  that  as  few  as  2,493  dollars  of  1 797  actually  bore  that  date;  this  is  V.. 
the  coinage  executed  in  August,  when  the  last  silver  coins  for  the  year  were  delivered. 


It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  known  1797  dollars  were  actually  coined  and  delivered  on  January 
5,  1798,  when  the  chief  coiner  brought  30,372  dollars  to  the  treasurer.  The  maximum  coinage  from 
one  press,  per  day,  at  this  time  was  about  1 3,000  pieces  (the  figure  is  for  cents  and  may  be  somewhat 
lower  for  larger  coins  such  as  the  dollar),  meaning  that  many  1 797-dated  coins  may  have  been  struck 
in  1797  but  not  delivered  until  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  Struck  coins  were  sometimes  held  for 
several  weeks  before  delivery  if  there  was  not  enough  on  hand  to  pay  off  the  oldest  unpaid  bullion 
deposit. 


Full  sharp  devices  and  residual  luster  remains  on  antique  gray  surfaces,  overtoiled  in  light  dappled 
tones.  Nicely  centered  with  a  solid  ring  of  dentils  around  both  sides,  a  fabulous  strike  for  the  variety 
Excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  a  very  pleasant  looking  coin.  It  is  the  first  listed  "Notable  Speci¬ 
men”  for  the  variety  in  the  Bowers’  Encyclopedia.  This  piece  is  a  1797  dollar  of  impeccable  quality 
and  timeless  appeal  Pop  4;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40003) 


Estimated  Value . S3 5,000-1  0 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection,  and  previously  from  Stack's  session  o  Auc¬ 
tion  'S3.  Lot  720,  where  it  was  described  as  “MS63" . 

53 


Very  Rare  1 798  Small  Eagle  Reverse 


f- 


54 


5031 

1798  B-2,  BB-81  Small  Eagle  15  Obverse  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55+.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6868.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  A  highly  desirable  specimen  with  a  nuance  of  pale  champagne  gold  overlay  in  the  otherwise  light  natural  gray  toning  on  both 
sides,  all  of  which  is  underpinned  by  full  satin  freshness.  Surfaces  are  pristine.  The  eye-appeal  next  to  impossible  to  describe  without 
everyone  holding  this  coin  in  his  hand  examining  it  first-hand.  Struck  from  typically-sharp  dies  that  imported  a  bold  texture  to  Liberty 
and  the  eagle,  only  the  peripheral  stars  show  any  rounding  at  all.  The  Small  Eagle  is  imbued  with  luster  in  the  feathers  and  throughout 
the  surrounding  field.  Strike  is,  as  on  almost  all  of  these,  light  on  the  body  and  legs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  wreath  is  finely  detailed, 
while  the  legend  is  sharp  as  well.  To  reiterate:  superb  surfaces;  perfect  rims  that  serve  to  balance  the  well-centered  strike;  no  problems 
of  any  kind.  This  offers  the  sophisticated  buyer  infinite  possibilities  while  acquiring  a  World  Class  Type  or  Variety  set  of  early  Bust  Vv 
Silver  Dollars.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety. 

Die  notes:  BB-81  is  the  only  1798  dollar  with  15  stars.  “Undoubtedly,  this  die  was  made  in  1795  or  before  June  1796,  during  which 
time  15  stars  were  standard;  the  die  was  complete  except  tor  the  date,  underscores  the  Bowers  encyclopedia.  “In  1798  the  u ncompl^tV^L t 
ed  die  had  the  date  added  and  was  used  to  coin  this  variety.  (Alternatively  and  less  likely,  it  could  have  been  a  die  cutting  error  similar 

to  the  1817  15-star  cent.) 


“The  highest  wave  of  hair  is  incomplete,  probably  from  relapping,  which  also  caused  certain  lower  hair  curls  to  be  incomplete.  B  and 
R  in  LIBERTY  each  tilted  slightly  right. 


Wide  numeral  8  in  date;  with  top  interior  space  of  8  a  horizontal  oval  and  the  bottom  a  circle;  a  punch  unique  to  this  obverse,  not  used 
elsewhere  in  the  early  dollar  series'(not  for  the  8  on  later  dates  such  as  1800,  1801 .  etc.,  which  have  vertical  oval  spaces  within  the  8). 
This  distinctive  8  punch  was  regularly  used  on  1798  $10  gold  coins.  It  is  possible  that  the  obverse  die  was  made  circa  1795  but  with 
just  the  first  three  date  digits,  179.  punched  in;  the  final  8  could  have  been  added  in  1 798  by  selecting  a  punch  from  the  wrong  font. 

|  Squared-off  bottom  to  7.”  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-81  only  (PCGS  it  40007) 


Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


$60,000-11 P 
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5032 


1798  B-l,  BB-82  Small  Eagle  13  Obverse  Stars  Rarity  3  .  PCGS  graded  EF-45 

PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6867.  Condition  Census.  Lovely  toning  on  both  sides.  A  very  attractive  early 
Bust  Dollar  with  natural  uncleaned  surfaces  that  burst  out  atop  the  smooth,  blemish:free  features 
beneath.  Some  weak  spots  in  strike  is  seen  at  the  lovelock  curl  on  the  neck  as  well  as  in  a  few  areas 
inside  the  wings.  This  is  typical,  however.  The  very  scarce  Small  Eagle  dollars  of  1798  were  struck  in 
small  numbers  before  the  mint  replaced  it  with  the  now-familiar  Heraldic  device.  BB-82  shows  a  die 
break  from  the  rim  above  the  second  T  in  states  down  through  that  letter  and  into  the  leaves  below. 
Only  13  obverse  stars;  the  other  1798  Small  Eagle  obverse  has  15  stars.  Pop  2;  3  finer,  1  in  50, 1  in 
53, 1  in  58.  Only  8  graded  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40006) 


Estimated  Value . $20,000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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The  Finest  Known  BB-9 1  Rarity  6 
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5033 


1798  B-32,  BB-91  Knob  9,  5  Lines  High  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  MS-61.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40008.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Another  prestige-drenched  specimen,  smooth  and  mar-free  surfaces  put  on 
a  show  with  their  rich  pale  gold  and  even  old-silver  patina,  the  overall  appearance  greatly  reinforced  by  excellent 
centering  on  a  perfect  planchet.  Regarding  this  date  Bowers,  in  his  encyclopedia  of  Bust  Silver  Dollars  says,  “I 
estimate  that  about  10  to  20  exist  of  the  variety  here  described  as  BB-91 .  The  record  is  not  clear  on  these,  for  over 
the  years  the  appellation  “Bolender-32,”  equivalent  to  BB-91 ,  has  been  assigned  to  a  number  of  different  unusual 
and/or  otherwise  unlisted  issues.  This  obverse  was  earlier  mated  with  a  Small  Eagle  reverse  (style  of  1795-1798)  to 
create  BB-82.  a  variety  minted  early  in  1798.  Accordingly,  BB-91  was  probably  one  of  the  earliest  varieties  struck 
with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  Finest  Known  BB-91. 


The  reverse  on  this  rare  issue  has  the  Large  Letters  reverse  from  1796  type  font  (larger  interior  space  in  A.  open  S, 
etc.);  5  lines  in  each  vertical  shield  element.  This  was  one  of  the  first  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  dies  cut  in  early  1798. 
Upper  part  of  eagle's  beak  touches  ray  of  star  slightly  in  from  its  tip;  star  points  to  upper  left  serif  of  U  in  PLURI- 
BUS.  Line  star  pattern.  Three  stars  on  left  between  eagle’s  beak  and  clouds-are  more  in  a  slightly  curved  line  than 
in  form  of  a  triangle.  Leftmost  star  is  puny  and  undersized.  Two  eagle  claw  nails  show  within  talons.  Leaf  points 
close  to  left  corner  of  I  in  AMERICA,  and  4th  outside  leaf  tip  is  under  right  base  of  R  in  AMERICA.  Tip  of  branch 
points  to  tip  of  rightmost  tail  feather  (compare  to  reverses  of  BB-1 17  and  BB-1 18,  the  only  other  1 798  reverses  in 
which  this  is  the  case).  Berry  fairly  close  to  right  side  of  serif  of  left  foot  of  A.  Only  10  perfect  arrows,  one  faint 
arrow,  and  two  sticks  (one  of  which  extends  to  below  center  of  I  in  UNITED).  Three  rightmost  perfect  arrows 
each  have  other  arrows  on  top  of  them,  with  arrowheads  visible  part  way  down  shafts.  Raised  die  defects  at  AT  in 
STATES. 


Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-91  (earlier  use)  and  BB-92  (later  use)  (PCGS  #  40009) 


Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection;  Ex:  San  Marino  Collection. 


$7 5. 000- UP 
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No 


Rarity  5.  1 7Q8  BB-92  Knoh  9  Bust  Dollar 


5034 

1798  B-4,  BB-92  Knob  9, 5  Lines  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-45. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40008.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  A  sleek,  mostly  light  gray  toned  example,  the  reverse  shows 
delicate  matte-finish  deeper  patina.  Crisply  struck  and  problem-free.  The 
surface  is  smooth  and  devoid  of  marks,  which  is  a  sure  sign  that  the  con¬ 
signor  didn’t  just  “happen”  across  this  one  fine  day  and  say.  Oh,  here  is  a 
nice  specimen,  let  me  buy  it.  On  the  contrary!  To  acquire  a  coin  in  this  state 
of  preservation,  with  these  impeccable  surfaces,  took  months  or  even  years 
of  diligent  searches.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 
40010) 

Estimated  Value .  $9,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Important  1 798  BB-93  Rarity  6  Dollar 


V/ 
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1798  B-5,  BB-93  Knob  9, 10  Arrows  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 
40012.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Another  majestic  silver  dollar  from 
this  historic  offering,  and  a  coin  with  energetic  detail  thanks  to  a  firm  strike  by  the  dies. 
The  surface  toning  progresses  from  light  to  medium-deep  gray  as  one  views  the  details 


outward  from  the  centers;  the  surface  condition  combined  with  the  overall  excellent  state 
of  preservation  seems  to  want  to  motivate  bidders  to  increase  their  bids  as  though  by  subtle 
hypnotism! 

This  variety  is  instantly  identifiable  by  the  heavy  reverse  vertical  die  crack  which  runs  frbjn 
rim  to  rim  on  most  known  specimens.  The  Spies:46  example  doesn't  have  this  prominent 
reverse  die  break.  Because  of  this  crack,  all  examples  seen  are  weak  at  the  center  of  the  iV) 
reverse,  but  somewhat  stronger  in  the  area  to  the  right  of  the  crack.  Line  star  pattern  above 
the  eagle.  One  star  is  very  close  to  the  outside  of  point  of  the  upper  part  of  eagle’s  beak;  its 
ray  points  to  right  side  of  left  upright  of  B  in  PLURIBUS.  Right  serif  on  foot  of  first  T  in 
STATES  lower  than  left  foot  of  adjacent  A;  right  serif  on  foot  of  second  lower  than  adjacent 
serif  of  E.  Bases  of  letters  AME  and  RI  closer  than  ER.  Berry  below  and  distant  from  left 
side  of  serif  of  right  foot  of  A.  Only  10  arrows,  and  three  heads  additional  without  sticks. 
Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-93  only. 

Despite  the  inclusion  of  three  specimens  in  the  1975  ANA  Convention  sale  (Superior),  the 
BB-93  variety  is  quite  rare  today.  In  1950,  the  situation  was  far  different  when  Bolender 
wrote  this:  “Haseltine  had  found  but  a  single  specimen  (Fair),  and  I  have  seen  but  one. 
Excessively  rare.  Rarity  7.”  This  is  the  old  story  again:  A  specimen  is  considered  rare,  then 
collectors  search  for  it,  and  additional  coins  come  to  light.”  Today  less  than  20  examples  are 
estimated  to  have  survived.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40013) 


Estimated  Value 


$l$,(H)0-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Lovely  Toned  1 708  BB-04  Rarity  5  Dollar 


5036 


1798  B-3,  BB-94  Knob  9, 4  Lines  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40012.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition 

Census.  This  is  a  relatively  obtainable  variety  from  this  scarce  year  in  the  Bust  Dollar  series,  and  is  a  real  prize  as  such  because  the 
surfaces  are  so  faultless.  Choice  for  the  grade,  the  surfaces  display  mid-level  old-silver  patina  over  both  sides,  with  the  only  noticeable 
drawback  being  softness  on  the  reverse  detail  (as  struck)  from  a  possibly  worn  die.  There  are  no  marks.  The  rims  are  clean,  although 
the  reverse  dentils  are  wider  on  the  left  and  narrow  to  invisibility  on  the  right  from  minor  misalignment  with  the  obverse  die. 


In  the  context  of  1 798  Heraldic  Eagle  dollars.  BB-94  is  one  of  the  rarer  varieties.  Probably,  31  to  75  are  known,  as  per  the  Bowers  en¬ 
cyclopedia  estimate,  “‘most  of  which  are  in  lower  grades  up  through  Very  Fine.  At  the  EF  level,  BB-94  is  rare,  and  higher  grade  pieces 
are  rarer  still.  The  only  Uncirculated  piece  1  have  encountered  in  the  literature  is  that  in  the  Bolender  Collection.  1952,  since  untraced: 
the  grade  equivalent  of  this  coin  today  is  not  known."  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40014) 

Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection 


.$10, 000-UP 


1 
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1 798  BB-95  Rarity  5  Dollar 


5037 

1798  B-7,  BB-95  Knob  9, 4  Lines'Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-40.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40012.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  A  tirst-rate  Extremely  Fine  specimen  with  a  dusky  overlay  of  faint  gold  and  medium  gray  toning  on  both  sides.  There  is 
a  small  carbon  spot  at  the  4th  star.  Nicely  struck  and  nearly  full,  however  just  a  hint  of  limitation  in  the  detail  at  the  shoulder  and  on 
a  bit  of  the  scroll  at  PLUR.  As  fine  an  assembly  of  character  traits  as  you  will  ever  see  on  one  of  these,  from  the  color  to  the  surface 
originality  and  on  through  the  visual  aspects  plus  choice  rims.  No  more  hunting  for  a  better  specimen  once  you  put  your  winning  bid 
on  this  BB-95  1798  Dollar.  Pop  1;  none  liner  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40015) 


Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


$8.ooo-ur 


ft. 
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Well  Struck  1 798  BB-96  Dollar 


5038 

1798  B-6,  BB-96  Knob  9, 5  Lines  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Subset 
of  PCGS  #  40008.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  high 
degree  of  smooth  gray  surface  expands  unimpeded  across  fields  of  this 
well  struck  and  elusive  high  grade  specimen.  Let  us  impart  to  readers  how 
thoroughly  superior  this  coin  is  to  the  run-of-the-mill  Bust  Dollar  in  similar 
grade,  regardless  of  die  variety.  Further,  the  strike  is  crisp  in  most  areas, 
we'd  like  to  say  100%  bold,  though  some  lack  of  detail  may  be  noted  at  the 
breast  feathers  and  horizontal  lines  in  the  shield  “chief.”  Full  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  on  the  scroll,  however.  The  eagles  head  is  ill  defined,  as  are  a  few 
stars  nearest  the  head.  As  they  lie  opposite  the  highest  hair  waves  on  Lib¬ 
erty  from  the  opposing  die,  there  often  wasn't  enough  die  oomph!  to  send 
the  metal  flowing  into  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  dies  in  these  areas.  That 
said,  the  coin  speaks  for  itself  as  being  a  World  Class  example  in  its  grade 
and  for  the  variety.  Act  accordingly  when  submitting  a  bid.  Pop  2;  3  finer 
at  PCGS  for  the  variety,  2  in  55,  1  in  61  (PCGS  #  40011) 

Estimated  Value . $8, 000- UP 

The  Dr.  Hessetgesser  Collection. 
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The  Finest  Known  1 798  BB- 1  o  I  Dollar 

■ 


\ 


5039 

1798  B-17,  BB-101  Pointed  9, 5  Lines  Rarity  5.  PCGS 
graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40016.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  Smooth  amber-golden  iridescence 
permeates  the  areas  around  the  date  and  some  of  the  stars 
this  attractively  preserved  beauty  with  a  life  of  its  own.  The 
reverse  has  its  own  character,  which  includes  a  similar  light  to 
medium  base-gray  but  deepens  within  the  shield  to  an  almost 
charcoal  gray  hue.  Add  a  sky-scraping  level  of  detail  from  a 
relatively  sharp  strike  and  the  appeal  is  very  tempting.  Pop  1; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety. 


Rarity  estimate  from  Bowers:  1798  BB-101  is  another  rare 
variety.  Probably  about  31  to  75  are  known,  most  of  which  are 
well  circulated.  The  average  grade  of  F-19  is  one  of  just  a  few 
to  dip  below  the  VF  category.  An  AU  or  Mint  State  coin,  if 
such  could  be  found,  would  be  regarded  as  a  landmark  item. 


Haseltine’s  was  only  Good,  the  only  one  he  ever  found.  In  his 
1881  Type-Table,  he  used  his  favorite  adjective,  “excessively.” 
which  he  used  excessively,  to  describe  the  rarity  of  this  vari¬ 
ety.  Bolender  only  ever  saw  one,  the  VF  coin  that  landed  in  his 
collection.  The  fact  that  numerous  specimens  have  appeared 
since  then,  is  testimony  to  the  potential  “out  there"  for  locating 
still  more  examples  of  erstwhile  and  present  rarities.  Only  a 
small  number  of  1798-dated  dollars  in  numismatic  circles  have 
ever  been  attributed  to  Bolender  numbers  (PCGS  #  40017) 


Estimated  Value 


$12. 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesseli>esser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection . 
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The  Finest  Known  1 798  BB- 1 02  Rarity  5  Bust  Dollar 


5040 

1798  B-20,  BB-102  Pointed  9  Wide  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS 
graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure 
plus  holder.  Condition  Census  #1 .  Later  state  with  a  heavy 
rim  break  (which  in  its  early  development  is  often  mistaken 
for  a  bruise  or  a  nick)  below  the  eagle’s  tail,  extending  to  the 
last  A  in  AMERICA.  A  gorgeous  high-grade  specimen  of  the 
optimum,  hand-picked  appearance.  The  extremely  lustrous 
areas  within  the  devices  show  signs  of  mingled  medium  gray 
color  throughout.  Agreeable  as  this  is,  we  can  also  point  to  the 
fact  every  detail  is  well  struck  —  to  say  the  least!  —  in  fact, 
fully  so,  with  such  definition  to  merit  special  reference  here. 
No  doubt  this  coin  will  attract  a  lot  of  attention  and,  we  hope, 
many  strong  bids  from  insightful  buyers.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at 
PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  Finest  Known  BB-102. 

Die  notes:  Obverse  6.  Wide  date,  1 1  mm.  across  at  widest  part. 
1  close  to  curl,  8  near  bust  but  does  not  touch.  Two  upper  stars 
near  L  and  Y.  First  star  nearly  4  mm.  from  hair.  Ray  of  last 
star  points  to  lower  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  obverse  displays  a 
prominent  die  chip  between  the  left  side  of  the  9  and  the  bust. 
The  bottom  stand  of  the  T  in  LIBERTY  is  repunched.  Obverse 
die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-102,  BB-103,  and  BB-107. 

Reverse  E:  From  same  die  used  to  strike  BB-94  and  BB-95. 
The  die  crack  that  developed  on  BB-95  from  right  wing  down 


through  I  in  AMERICA  to  border  has  now  become  heavier. 
Another  crack  is  below  ER  in  AMERICA.  The  BB-102  reverse 
also  has  a  number  of  die  dots  in  and  around  the  second  cloud 
from  the  right  plus  a  small  crack  from  the  O  to  the  F  in  OF, 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  first  S  in  STATES.  Incused  denticles 
(clash  marks  from  the  obverse)  are  often  visible  above  ES  and 
OF.  Faint  clash  mark  from  bust  is  seen  through  OF.  Reverse 
die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-94  (earliest  state),  BB-95  (interme¬ 
diate  state),  and  BB-102  (final  state). 

BB-102  is  in  the  medium  range  of  scarcity  among  silver 
dollars  of  1 798,  explains  Bowers.  ‘'The  variety  is  one  of  only 
a  few  with  an  average  grade  below  the  VF  level.  A  review  of 
auction  appearances  demonstrates  that  here  is  a  variety  for 
which  EF  and  AU  are  remarkable  grades.”  Remarkable  indeed! 
This  magnificent  AU58  is  the  top  example  graded. 

Exactly  why  1  798  BB-102  should  be  so  elusive  in  any  grade 
above  VF  is  one  ot  those  mysteries  that  makes  collecting  early 
dollars  so  interesting.  The  answer  probably  lies  in  the  method 
of  distribution  (PCGS  #  40019) 

Estimated  Value . $18, 000- UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Impressive  Tod  Quality  1 798  BB- 1 04  Rarity  4  Bust  Dollar 


5041 


179S  K-22,  UK- 104  Pointed  9  Wide  Date  Rarity  4. 
PCGS  graded  MS-61.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a 
new  secure  plus  holder.  Baking  fresh  luster  still  gleams  on 
satiny  surfaces.  A  touch  of  weakness  is  seen  at  the  central 
hair  curls  on  the  obverse,  but  here  it  is  probably  that  the 
dies  were  spaced  just  far  enough  apart  to  prevent  stronger 
metal  flow  in  that  area  or  that  the  pressman,  who  operated 
the  hand-thrown  striking  arms  just  didn’t  give  the  motion 
enough  gusto  when  slamming  the  two  dies  together.  These 
early  pieces,  rather  than  being  “struck”  in  the  modern 
sense,  were  more  properly  squeezed  between  the  dies 
under  immense  pressure.  Old  copper-plate  engravings 
from  the  era  show  the  large  screw-shaped  central  cylinder 
which,  when  set  in  motion  by  the  pressman,  caused  the 
dies  to  come  together  with  increasing  force  as  the  screw 
pressed  downward  to  its  full  striking  force. 

«?v  • r 


In  1950,  Bolender  wrote  this:  “Die  break  from  milling 
down  through  right  part  of  E  in  STATES  to  clouds.  This 
break  has  been  seen  on  all  specimens  examined.  Die 
breaks  through  last  S  in  STATES  and  top  of  OF.  Light  die 
crack  from  top  of  N  to  base  of  D  in  UNITED.” 

Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-103  (early  and  late 
states)  and  BB-104  (intermediate  states).  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  #1 .  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS.  One  of  the  two  Fin¬ 
est  Known  KB- 104  dollars,  possibly  the  Finest  Known. 
(PCGS  #40021) 

Estimated  Value .  $40,000-  UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


-I 


Arc  star  pattern  on  reverse.  This  variety  incorporates  Ob¬ 
verse  7:  Wide  date,  the  8  firmly  united  with  bust.  This  die 
is  similar  to  BB-101 .  but  the  upper  stars,  while  near  L  and 
Y,  are  not  as  close  to  them  as  in  BB-101;  on  this  the  7th 
star  points  directly  at  the  lower  left  serif  end  of  L,  while 
on  BB-101  the  star  points  slightly  above  the  serif  end. 
Second  star  points  to  a  space  between  two  denticles,  third 
to  left  part  of  a  denticle.  Flaw  on  star  4.  Slight  die  crack 
under  Y  and  8th  and  9th  stars,  shows  on  some  specimens. 
The  obverse  die  was  used  to  strike  1798  BB-104  (early 
state)  and  BB-105  (early  and  late  states). 


The  reverse.  Reverse  G  in  Bower's  system:  Branch  with 
five  medium  sized  berries,  the  two  top  ones  closest  to¬ 
gether.  Leaf  point  below  lower  left  corner  of  I  in  AMER 
ICA.  Star  distant  from  eagle’s  beak.  Arc  star  pattern.  13 
arrows. 


The  Finest  Known  1 798  BB- 1 05  Bust  Dollar 


5042 

1798  B-23,  BB-105  Pointed  9  Wide  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  AU-58  PQ.  C  U  \pproved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018. 
An  unbelievably  lustrous  coin  with  faint  echoes  of  the  original 
cartwheels  rising  and  falling  beneath  rich  toning.  The  reverse  and 
obverse  centers  play  host  to  a  unusually  crisp  detail  and  original¬ 
ity  always  appreciated  by  the  stronger  buyers.  In  short,  a  lovely 
coin,  one  might  almost  say  an  extravagant  coin,  and  one  that 
certainly  meets  the  qualifications  for  the  About  Uncirculated  58 
grade. 

1798  BB-105  shares  honors  with  BB-125  as  one  of  the  two  most 
available  varieties  of  the  year  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  more  often 
seen  early  dollars  of  any  date.  An  estimated  850  to  1 ,500  are 
believed  to  exist.  Most  are  in  lower  grades.  In  AU  and  Mint  State 
grades  it  is  rare,  however.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition 
Census  #\ .  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  Fin¬ 
est  Known  BB-105  (PCGS  #  40022) 

Estimated  Value .  $1 5,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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1 798  BB-106  Rarity  5  Bust  Dollar 
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5043 

1798  B-19,  BB-106  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-53. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  1798 
BB-106  is  one  of  the  rarer  varieties  of  the  year.  An  estimated  31  to  75  exist,  a 
comfortable  population  large  enough  to  assure  one  for  the  cabinet  of  every  spe¬ 
cialist.  Most  examples  are  in  the  VF  range.  EF  coins  are  elusive,  and  AU  or  finer 
pieces  are  exceedingly  rare.  Even  as  long  ago  as  the  19th  century,  J.W.  Haseltine 
called  this  variety  very  rare  in  his  1881  study  on  early  dollars. 


A  highly  pleasing  example  of  the  kind  of  quality  one  likes  to  describe  for  bid¬ 
ders  of  this  actively  collected  series.  Smooth  gray  originality  blends  easily  with 
mark-free  and  relatively  detailed  highlights  on  the  main  devices.  A  halfhearted 
impression  was  often  left  by  the  striking  of  the  (possibly  worn)  dies  that  made 
this  variety.  Here,  we  see  some  mild  signs  of  shallow  strike  on  the  central 
hair  curls  (below  the  ear)  and  above  the  brow,  although  the  facial  features  are 
extraordinarily  detailed.  Liberty’s  eye  is  complete,  her  nose  properly  formed, 
and  the  front  of  the  blouse  shows  the  overlapping  folds  in  the  drapery  lines. 
Concerning  the  eagle,  there  is  nothing  to  fault  on  this  side,  nothing  at  all.  The 
eagle’s  eye  is  complete,  the  scroll  sharply  impress  by  the  dies  so  that  the  incuse 
E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM  reads  perfectly.  Both  horizontal  and  vertical  lines  arc 
complete  in  the  shield,  as  are  the  leaves  and  arrows  being  grasped  in  the  eagle's 
talons.  So  all  in  all  a  first-rate  example.  One  of  the  finest  known.  Pop  1:  none 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40023) 


Estimated  Value 


$io.ooo-ur 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Colleetion. 
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The  Finest  Known  1798  BB-107  Dollar 


I 


5044 


1798  B-21,  BB-107  Pointed  9, 10  Arrows  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded 

AU-58  PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census.  A  boldly  original,  satin- luster  drenched  coin  with 
strong  fundamental  features.  Nicely  struck,  indeed  more  totally 
so  than  just  about  any  variety  of  1798  up  to  this  point  with  design 
features  that  collectors  will  give  special  mention  to.  The  problem-free 
fields  and  devices  also  support  medium  gray  to  deeper  shades  of  old- 
silver  color  with  glints  of  golden  interspersed. 


Only  10  arrows  plus  a  stick  (headless  arrow)  between  the  2nd  and 
3rd  shafts  from  the  right.  Five  small  berries,  two  top  ones  closest 
together.  Point  of  leaf  under  left  lower  tip  of  1  in  AMERICA.  Star 
distant  from  eagle's  beak.  Arc  star  pattern.  Die  crack  along  right  wing 
tip,  top  ot  AM  to  border  above  E.  In  the  later  state  of  this  reverse 
(used  to  coin  1 798  BB-108),  this  reverse  die  was  relapped,  and  just 
10  arrows  are  visible,  but  no  headless  stick.  1798  BB-107  was  struck 
before  1798  BB-108.  This  reverse  die  used  to  strike  BB-107  (earlier 
state)  and  1798  BB-108  (later  state,  lightly  relapped).  Pop  1;  none 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  Finest  Known. 


Rarity  level:  1798  BB-107  falls  in  the  scarce  category  among  dollars 
ot  this  date.  Less  than  75  examples  known.  As  is  the  case  with  any 
other  dollar  variety  ot  this  date,  the  potential  exists  for  more  to  be 
discovered  (PCGS  #  40024) 


Estimated  Value 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


$  1 8, 000- ur 
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Tied  For  Finest  Graded  BB- 1 08  At  PCGS 


5045 

1798  B-13,  BB-108  Pointed  9,  10  Arrows  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  Subset 
of  PCGS  #  400 1 8.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  high  degree  of  luster 
within  the  devices  distinguishes  the  natural  silver  gray  surfaces  from  others  of  the  date 
which  are  less  pulsating  even  though  in  technically  similar  About  Uncirculated  grade. 
Collectors  familiar  with  the  series  will  recognize  this  difference  at  once.  Struck  with 
mathematical  precision  by  the  dies.  The  sometimes  annoying  soft-edged  devices  and  let¬ 
tering  throughout  the  centers  that  are  typical  on  Draped  Bust  Dollars  are  nowhere  to  be 
seen.  Only  a  small  percentage  of  this  year's  production  is  found  with  enough  convincing 
detail  to  be  called  “bold”  and  this  is  one  such  coin!  Pop  3;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety  (PCGS  ft  40025) 

Estimated  Value .  $I0,000-UP 


The  Hr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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CAP  Approved  I  798  BB- 1 09  Rarity  5  Dollar 
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1798  B-10,  BB-109  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-45  PQ.  (  VC  \ppro 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Five  small  berries  on  the 
branch  on  the  reverse,  the  two  uppermost  being  closest  together.  Arc  star  pattern.  Star  slightly  distant 
from  eagle’s  beak;  star  ray  points  to  center  of  B  of  PLURIBUS.  13  perfect  arrows,  some  formed  bet¬ 
ter  than  others.  Leaf  points  to  just  left  of  center  of  upright  of  I  in  AMERICA.  A  die  flaw  (chip  out  of 
die)  under  end  of  stem.  Berry  under  right  foot  of  A  in  AMERICA  (compare  to  the  reverse  of  BB-  111, 
with  the  berry  under  the  left  foot).  All  specimens  seen  are  lightly  struck  on  the  eagle. 

Note:  As  the  obverse  was  used  later  to  coin  more  1798  BB-108s,  one  wonders  what  happened  to'this 
reverse  die.  Why  was  its  use  interrupted.  Perhaps,  somewhere  “out  there”  is  a  BB-109  exhibiting  a 
sudden,  massive  reverse  die  failure.’  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-109  only. 

1798  BB-109  is  another  scarce  issue.  It  may  be  that  no  more  than  31  to  75  exist,  nearly  all  of  which 
are  in  lower  grades.  Opinions  concerning  the  rarity  of  this  variety  have  been  the  subject  of  debate. 
Bolender  suggested  Rarity-4  (76  to  200  known,  if  he  used  the  Sheldon  Scale),  which  may  be  cor¬ 
rect  at  the  rarer  end  of  the  spread.  Others  have  suggested  that  fewer  than  30  exist.  BB-109  is  always 
weakly  struck  on  the  eagle  and  at  the  center  of  the  bust.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  50  for  the  variety  (PCGS 
tt  40026) 

Estimated  Value . $10, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Cal  lection. 
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1 798  BB- 1 1 0  Rarity  6  Dollar 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collec  tion. 


In  1950,  Bolender  noted  this:  “The  die  broke  early  and  so  badly  that  very  few  pieces  were 
struck,  possibly  not  over  two,  as  no  others  are  known  to  the  author.  A  number  of  pieces  for-  ,  ^ 
merly  attributed  as  H-16  in  various  catalogues  and  examined  by  the  author,  turned  out  to  bey^A. 
incorrectly  attributed.  The  die  crack  is  heavy  and  extends  from  border  on  left  near  first  star 
to  right  through  base  of  lowest  curl  and  top  of  1 79  of  date.  There  is  a  spur  downward  from  a  fyj 
denticle  above  right  part  of  E  in  LIBERTY.” 


Today,  a  perfect  die  coin  is  also  known.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-1 10  only. 


On  the  reverse  is  found  Five  small  berries,  the  two  upper  ones  closest  together.  The  third 
berry  from  top  is  attached  to  a  leaf  point.  Berry  under  left  foot  of  A  in  AMERICA.  A  leaf 
points  to  space  between  R  and  I  in  AMERICA.  Arc  star  pattern.  Star  is  distant  from  eagle's 
beak;  ray  points  toward  center  of  B  in  PLURIBUS.  1 3  perfect  arrows,  an  unusually  well 
developed  cluster.  A  plain  die  mark  is  always  present  in  the  back  of  the  two  highest  clouds 
on  the  reverse.  The  first  two  reverse  stars  on  the  left  both  touch  clouds.  A  small  flaw  or  clash 
mark  is  present  below  the  right  ribbon. 


Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-1 10  ( 1st  use),  BB-i  1 1  (2nd  use),  BB-1 12  (3rd  use),  and 
BB-1 13  (4th  and  final  use).  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  62  for  the  variety  (PCCIS  ft  40027) 


Estimated  Value 
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1798  B-16,  BB-110  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Subset  of  PC 
#  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Extremely  scarce  Die  State  I  with 
less  pronounced  obverse  die  crack.  One  of  the  great  rarities  known  with  only  6-12  examples 
estimated  to  have  survived.  A  heart-stopping  example  of  this  rare  variety  and  of  the  premium 
quality  one  likes  to  see  for  this  actively  collected  Draped  Bust,  Heraltic  Eagle  design.  Rem¬ 
nants  of  luster  blend  naturally  with  pale  golden-gray  highlights  on  the  smooth,  mark-free 
surfaces. 


The  obverse  of  this  variety  has  Wide  date,  the  most  space  between  9  and  8.  Star  8  is  slightly 
closer  to  Y  than  star  13  is  to  bust.  Star  7  distant  from  L,  and  star  1  a  trifle  farther  from  curl. 


V 


$io,ooo-ur 


Rarity  6  1 798  BB- 1 1 0  Bust  Dollar 
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1798  B-16,  BB-110  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded 
EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  One  of  the  great  rarities  known  with  only  6-12  examples 
estimated  to  have  survived.  Unstoppable  originality  erupts  flamboy¬ 
antly  beneath  the  natural  “antique  silver”  highlights,  while  gusts  of 
medium  toning  farm  out  across  the  plain  creating  an  aura  at  the  edges 
of  the  design  elements  that  is  slightly  darker  than  on  the  main  device. 
The  strike  is  more  dependent  on  BB-1 10  than  on  other  varieties  due 
to  the  way  the  die  deteriorated,  with  strong  detail  save  for  a  limited 
area  of  lightness  at  the  date,  and  affecting  the  ribbon  scroll  on  the 
reverse. 

1798  BB-1 10  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  the  year  1798.  Probably, 
no  more  than  13  to  30  are  known.  Estimates  of  the  surviving  popula¬ 
tion  have  varied  widely,  to  as  low  as  6  to  12  coins.  In  his  1881  Type- 
Table,  J.W.  Haseltine  called  this  variety  very  rare.  Pop  1;  2  finer  at 

PCGS  for  the  variety,  1  in  50, 1  in  62  (PCGS  #  40027) 

Estimated  Value . $10,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


v*r. 
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Tied  For  Finest  PCGS  Graded  1 798  BB- 1 1 1  Dollar 


i , 


I 


5049 

1798  B-ll,  BB-111  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3. 
PCGS  graded  EF-45  PQ.CAC  Approv  .  Subset  of 
PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition 
Census.  EDS.  A  thing  of  beauty  and  one,  and  a  coin  just 
about  every  collector  of  Early  Silver  Dollars  will  want 
to  enter  a  bid  on!  The  clean,  natural  surfaces  are  smooth- 
textured.  Some  luster  still  looks  out  from  around  the  main 
devices,  well-protected  by  the  strong  relief  portions  of  the 
design  from  wear  in  circulation.  As  to  whether  “wear  and 
tear”  is  apparent,  this  is  decidedly  avoided  on  the  pres¬ 
ent  specimen:  surfaces  are  genuinely  sleek  and  attractive. 
Well  struck  for  the  date  and  variety,  with  minor  weakness 
in  the  hair  from  the  die  break  that  occurs  there,  and  easily 
matching  or  surpassing  others  in  this  condition. 

Only  a  shallow  linear  break  present,  extending  from  the 
center  of  Liberty's  head  to  her  face  and  almost  impercep¬ 
tibly  beyond.  Clearly,  this  die  would  have  had  plenty  of 
life  left  in  it  before  it  shattered  into  two  separate  pieces 
(as  must  have  happened  by  the  time  die  progression  VI 11 
was  achieved).  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  vari¬ 
ety  (PCGS  n  40028) 

Estimated  Value . $9,000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesseli>esser  Collection . 
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Evenly  Toned  1 708  BB- 1 1 1  Dollar 


5050 

1798  B-ll,  BB-111  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  EF-40.  (  \<  \pprnvi  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new 

secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  An  hard  to  die  break  whose  length  suggests  the  die  must  have  given  way  and  broken  soon  after 
this  coin  was  struck.  This  appears  to  be  Die  State  VII  of  eight  states  described  in  Bowers.  Nicely  struck  throughout  with  the  desien 
with  good  details  in  the  hair,  drapery,  and  throughout  the  reverse.  It  has  no  bothersome  distractions;  plus  the  rims  are  choice,  free  of  j 
breaks  or  bumps.  A  lengthier  discussion  of  the  die  break  feature  can  be  found  in  the  next  Lot.  Pop  1;  2  finer  in  45  for  the  variety  . 

Die  note:  According  to  the  Bowers  encyclopedia,  the  1798  BB- 1 1 1  “is  in  the  medium  range  of  scarcity  among  dollars  of  this  date.  An 
estimated  201  to  500  exist.  A  perusal  of  auction  data  dramatically  reveals  that  VF  is  a  high  grade  for  this  issue,  and  that  an  EF  speci¬ 
men  is  noteworthy.  The  average  grade  of  F- 19  is  one  of  the  lower  figures  among  1798  silver  dollars.  This  issue  circulated  extensively, 
to  say  the  least.  Does  even  a  full  AU  coin  exist?”  (PCGS  #  40028) 

Estimated  Value . $6,000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5051 

1798  B-ll,  BB-111  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  VF-35.  Subset  of 
PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  worthwhile  example  by  any  standard, 
the  field  is  not  only  smooth  and  unimpaired  by  marks  or  spotting,  but  it  is  also  reso¬ 
lute  in  its  light  to  medium  gray  tone.  The  highest  design  areas  have  a  normal  "rubbed 
silver”  appearance  (almost  dove-gray  by  comparison),  while  medium  old-silver 
color  expands  across  the  fields  and  depths  on  both  sides.  The  strike,  like  the  luster,  is 
confident,  indeed,  as  bold  as  ever  seen  on  virtually  any  example  of  this  variety.  A  die 
break  through  the  hair  seems  to  have  displaced  the  die  causing  uneven  striking  in  this 
area.  Choice  rims  to  go  with  the  pleasing  strike  and  color.  A  fresh  original  specimen. 
If  one  wanted  to  be  picky,  there  is  a  tiny  scuff  in  the  obverse  field  that  Liberty's  eye 
seems  to  be  focusing  on.  But  this  is  minimal  given  the  overall  pleasant  character  of 
the  coin. 

Die  characteristics  as  described  by  Bowers  include:  Medium  wide  date,  10  mm. 
across  at  bottom  widest  place.  First  star  about  as  far  from  curl  as  upper  right  star  is 
from  Y.  The  upper  left  star  is  closer  to  L  in  LIBERTY  and  about  the  same  distance  as 
last  star  is  from  bust.  On  the  left,  stars  2-3,  3-4,  and  6-7  are  spaced  wider  apart  than 
are  the  others.  On  the  right,  stars  8, 9,  10.  and  1 1  are  spaced  farther  from  each  other 
than  are  stars  11-12  and  1 2- 1 3.  A  small  clash  mark  shows  just  beneath  ribbon  bow 
along  two  highest  curls  at  back  of  head. 

Die  State  VII:  Bolender-1  lb.  The  die  crack  across  the  hair  continues  across  the 
cheek,  mouth,  and  upper  ray  of  last  star  to  border.  “This  die  state  is  always  weak  at 


the  obverse  center"  according  to  Bowers,  and  as  seen  in  this  Lot  (PCGS  #  40028) 


\ 


k> 


Estimated  Value 


The  l)r.  Hessclgesser  Collection 


$4, 000-UP 


Magnificently  Preserved  1 798  BB- 1 1 2  Bust  Dollar 


5052 

1798  B-15,  BB-112  Pointed  9  Wide  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded 
AU-58.  \C  Approv ed.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure 

plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Die  State  II.  Relapped  Die.  Well  de¬ 
tailed  for  this  more  difficult  variety,  a  high  mintage  year,  with  seem¬ 
ingly  countless  die  varieties,  die  states,  and  a  jumble  of  intriguing 
oddities.  Lovely  light  to  mid-level  grays  in  sort  of  a  dappled  pattern 
provide  highlights  that  add  considerably  to  the  appeal  of  this  nearly 
pristine  About  Uncirculated  58  specimen. 

Several  hundred  specimens  of  1798  BB-1 12  exist,  probably  about 
201  to  500,  placing  it  in  the  medium  range  of  rarity  among  variet¬ 
ies  of  this  date.  Most  specimens  are  in  grades  up  through  VF  and 
EF.  AU  or  finer  pieces  are  naturally  very  rare.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at 
PCGS  for  the  variety  .  (PCGS  V  40029) 

Estimated  Value .  $ 1 5,000-UP 

Ex:  Queller  Collection;  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


78 


Scarce  Die  Stale  1 798  BB- 11 2  Bust  Dollar 


5053 

1798  B-15,  BB-112  Pointed  9  Wide  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded 
EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 

Scarce  Die  State  I.  According  to  the  BB  book  this  coin  with  large 
stars  and  no  die  cracks  may  not  exist,  but  here  it  is!  Quite  desirable. 
A  gorgeous  coin  with  the  right  mix  of  qualifications  in  its  grade  class 
to  entice  active,  interested  buyers.  The  highlights  include  a  touch 
of  residual  luster  in  and  around  devices  mingled  with  smooth  finish 
and  light  to  medium  gray  toning.  Adequately  struck  as  well,  not  fully 
so,  but  near  enough  to  merit  mention  here.  Pop  1;  2  finer  for  the 
variety,  1  in  50, 1  in  58  (PCGS  #  40029) 

Estimated  Value . $7,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 
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Frosty  1 798  RR- 1 1 3  Dollar 


I 


5054 

1798  B-27,  BB-113  Pointed  9  Close 
Date  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-55. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #40018.  In  anew  secure 
plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  This  is 
a  splendid  silver  gray  specimen  with  a 
faint  golden  zephyr-like  veil  of  on  both 
sides.  Well  struck  for  the  issue,  certainly 
much  better  quality  than  similar  high-end 
examples  offered  in  recent  years;  we  find  it 
should  attract  strong  bidder  attention.  Pop 
1;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 
40030) 

Estimated  Value .  $10, 000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Car¬ 
dinal  Collection. 


80 


5055 

1798  B-26,  BB-114  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  5. 

PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  An  very  fresh  and 
original  toned  specimen  that  you  can  use  as  a  benchmark 
for  other  examples  that  share  this  grade.  While  the  strike 
is  forthright  and  crisp  on  some  1798  die  varieties,  it  is 
usually  only  reasonably  full,  yet  without  doubt  few  of  the 
head  and  shoulder  details  are  left  to  the  imagination  on  thisd"^\ 
extremely  bold,  indeed  downright  sharp  BB- 1 14  example  l\ 

in  Dr.  Hesselgesser’s  set! 


L 


The  change  to  the  heraldic  eagle  may  seem  arbitrary  after 
so  short  a  time  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverses  (1795-98), 
but  almost  certainly  was  done  to  be  in  line  with  standard 
European  practice.  Nearly  all  of  those  countries  used  their 
coat  of  arms  on  the  reverse  of  their  coins.  The  U.S.  gold 
and  silver  coins  followed  Scot's  design  for  the  Great  Seal 
of  the  U.S.,  in  which  the  national  arms  were  affixed  to 
the  displayed  eagle's  breast.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  61  for  the 
variety  (PCGS  #  40031) 


Estimated  Value . $9, 000-UP 


Ex:  Cardinal  Collection:  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


SI 


CAC  Approved  1 798  BB- 1 1 5  Bust  Dollar 


« 


5056 

1798  B-31,  BB-115  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded 
AU-53.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure 

plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  solidly  graded  AU53  in  all  regards. 
The  surfaces  are  under  a  speckled  deposit  of  gold  and  gray  patina,  the 
strike  is  moderately  weak  on  the  bust  end.  Liberty’s  face  and  chin, 
and  above  the  eagle  on  the  reverse,  although  the  eye  appeal  is  noth¬ 
ing  short  of  exceptional.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #  40032) 

Estimated  Value .  $9, 000- UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


82 


_ 


5057 

1798  B-31,  BB-115  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Here.  too.  we  are  pleased  to  describe  a  hand-picked  example  of  the  quality  Dr.  Hesselgesser's  Bust  Dollars  are  noted  for:  smooth 
surfaces,  ideal  “‘antique”  silver  color,  piercingly  detailed  for  the  variety  (strikes  differ  according  to  how  the  dies  endured  the  extreme 
punishment  imposed  on  them  during  the  minting  process).  Easily  finer  in  quality  than  many  "raw"  ones  in  nominally  higher  grades. 

Check  the  low  census  in  this  condition:  Pop  2;  2  finer  in  53  for  the  variety  . 


Die  note:  This  reverse  die.  with  a  Line  Star  Pattern,  first  described  by  Bolender  in  1950.  was  not  known  to  J.W.  Haseltine  when  he 
wrote  his  T\  pe-Table  in  1 88 1 .  It  has  a  star  close  to  both  upper  and  lower  points  of  the  eagle's  beak  but  does  not  touch;  a  ray  points 
to  upper  outside  right  of  B  of  PLURIBUS.  A  leaf  points  near  the  center  of  the  upright  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Five  small  berries,  the  two 
upper  ones  closest  together.  Slight  die  crack  along  upper  side  of  the  right  wing  tip.  The  berries  are  small  but  the  one  at  the  top  right 
appears  slightly  smaller  than  the  others.  1 3  arrows,  with  the  one  overlapping  the  third  shaft  from  the  right  having  a  tiny  head.  Reverse 
die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-115  only  (PCGS  #  40032) 


Estimated  Value . . . $S.000-l  P 


llie  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1 798  BB- 1 1 5  Rarity  4  Dollar 


I 

Hi 


Rainhnw  Toned  1 798  BB- 1 1 6  Rarity  5  Dollar 


5058 

1798  B-30,  BB-116  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS 
graded  AU-50  PQ.  \(  Approved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #40018. 
In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  An  impressive  toned  example  with 
original  color  of  gray,  blue  iridescence  and  some  reddish  russet, 
original  fields,  and  lighter  silver-gray  highlights.  Representative 
strike  for  the  datre,  somewhat  smooth  at  the  head  and  shoulder 
area  of  the  obverse,  stronger  than  average  on  the  reverse,  and 
choice  where  objective  quality  is  concerned. 

The  heavy  coinage  of  silver  dollars  in  1798  and  1799  had  an  un¬ 
expected  side  effect.  It  had  been  normal  practice  for  importers  of 
foreign  goods  to  send  Spanish  dollars  in  exchange,  but  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  the  American  version  made  it  easier  to  use  the  domestic 
product.  Many  American  dollars  were  now  sent  to  the  treaty  port 
of  Canton  in  China  to  pay  for  Oriental  luxury  goods.  These  dol¬ 
lars  rarely  returned  and  were  thus  lost  to  the  nation  as  coins. 

American  dollars  also  went  to  the  West  Indies  where  they  were 
exchanged  for  Spanish  dollars.  It  has  long  been  an  article  of  faith 
among  numismatists  that  the  trade  was  done  for  a  profit,  but  this 
seems  unlikely,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  freshly-issued 
United  States  dollars  were  roughly  equal  in  pure  silver  to  the 


average  circulating  Spanish  coin  of  eight  reales  (dollar).  It  is 
more  likely  that  American  silver  went  to  the  West  Indies  simply 
because  that  is  where  the  Spanish  dollars  were  to  be  obtained. 


There  are  several  varieties  of  the  Draped  Bust  dollar  (heraldic 
eagle  reverse)  for  1798  and  1799.  For  1798  the  differences  are 
rather  minor  for  the  obverses,  primarily  consisting  of  wide  or 
close  dates  and  knobbed  or  pointed  9s.  For  the  reverse  we  find  the 
so-called  arc  and  diamond-shaped  star  patterns,  but  these  prob¬ 
ably  do  not  reflect  policy  but  rather  differing  individuals  in  the 
engraving  department  helping  Scot  prepare  the  dies.  One  reverse 
die  even  has  10  arrows  instead  of  the  standard  13.  Many  of  the 
minor  details  in  the  die-such  as  berries,  stars,  and  arrows-were 
added  by  hand  after  the  main  design  hubs  were  punched  into  a 
blank  die.  It  appears  that  there  was  one  or  more  people  seconded 
to  the  engraving  department  from  other  areas  of  the  institution 
as  the  need  arose.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #40033) 


Estimated  Value . $10, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


•  -  v? 


84 


Highest  Graded  PCGS  1 798  BB- 1 1 8  Dollar 


V 


5059 

1798  B-28,  BB-118  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Subset 
of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Extremely  rare  high  quality  for  a  die 
pair  when  the  obverse  has  been  used  for  5  previous  varieties  with  one  more  to  go: 
BB-1 19.  Light  silver  gray  with  some  subtle  golden  tones  and  splashes  of  remaining 
luster.  Somewhat  sharper  at  centers  than  you  would  expect,  pleasantly  so.  with  fair 
to  middling  detail  at  shoulder  fold  but  better  at  the  eagle's  breast,  likely  due  to  the 
die  swelling  or  unevenness  in  the  strike.  No  marks  or  hairlines  neither  are  there  any 
scratches  on  this  carefully  chosen  specimen.  Remarkably  nice  for  this  variety.  Pop  1: 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40035) 


Estimated  Value 


$10,000-1  r 


Ex:  Luebke  Collection:  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5060 

1798  B-28,  BB-118  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Plate  coin  in  the  Bowers  Borckardt  book.  Highly  attractive  and  largely  smooth  light  gray  in  color  interesting  die  breaks  around  the 
date.  Very  well  struck,  with  just  an  insubstantial  touch  of  weakness  at  the  central  hair  curls  and,  which  lie  opposite  to  them,  at  the 
eagle's  chest  and  portions  of  the  scroll  on  the  reverse.  The  details  are  sharper  away  from  the  centers,  and  include  nice  framing  rim 
dentils  on  both  sides. 

The  1 798  BB- 1 1 8  is  of  medium  rarity  among  die  varieties  of  the  year.  An  estimated  20 1  -500  are  known.  “Most  of  these  are  in  lower 
grades  through  VF,  although  EF  pieces  are  occasionally  seen.  AU  or  finer  coins  are  rare.”  BB- 1 1 8's.obverse  die  yeoman’s  work,  hav¬ 
ing  survived  seven  die  marriages  before  succumbing:  BB-1 13  thru  1 19.  The  reverse  (unique  to  BB-1 18)  has  its  leaf  point  slightly  right 
of  center  of  the  I  in  AMERICA.  The  tip  of  the  branch  points  to  tip  of  the  rightmost  tail  feather.  The  star  is  distant  from  the  eagle's 
beak:  star  ray  points  to  just  left  of  B  in  PLUR1BUS.  This  has  the  Arc  star  pattern  with  13  perfect  arrows.  Five  medium-sized  berries, 
the  two  at  top  closest  together.  Second  highest  graded  at  PCGS:  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  50  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40035) 

Estimated  Value . $6,0(K)-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Nicely  Toned  BB- 1 1 8  Dollar 


5061 

1798  B-28,  HIM  IS  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  VF-35 

PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  ft  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Another  respect¬ 
able  example  from  the  1798  emission,  and  of  the  most  advantageous  order  for 
a  collector  due  to  its  overall  choiceness.  Its  high  degree  of  medium  to  dark 
toning  rises  and  falls  around  and  over  the  highlights.  Nicely  struck,  too,  with 
just  a  small  amount  of  weakness  at  the  usual  Achilles’  heel  in  a  vertical  band 
across  the  centers  on  both  sides  (PCGS  ft  40035) 


Estimated  Value 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


$5, 000- UP 
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5062 


1798  B-29,  BB-119  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  EF-40.  Subset  of 

PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Last  use  of  obverse  die.  Always  weakly 
struck.  1798  BB-1 19  is  scarce.  Probably  about  76  to  200  exist,  most  of  which  are  in  lower 
grades  through  VF.  EF  coins  are  quite  rare,  and  AU  specimens  are  extremely  rare.  No 
Mint  State  coin  has  been  seen.  The  one  listed  was  sold  in  1970,  and  may  not  grade  as 
Uncirculated  today. 


Obverse  die  used  to  strike  BB-1 13  (1st  use),  1798  BB-1 14  (2nd  use),  BB-1 15  (3rd  use), 
BB-1 16  (4th  use),  BB-1 17  (5th  use),  BB-1 18  (6th  use),  BB-1 19  (7th  and  final  use).  On  the 
reverse,  a  star  touches  lower  part  of  eagle’s  beak;  ray  points  to  just  left  of  U  in  PLUR1- 
BUS.  Line  star  pattern.  Five  small  berries,  two  above  closest  together.  Leaf  points  under 
right  edge  of  upright  of  I  in  AMERICA.  13  perfect  arrows,  an  unusual  situation.  Reverse 
die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-1 19  (earlier  state)  and  BB-120  (later  state).  Pop  1:  none  finer 
at  PCGS  (PCGS  U  40036) 


Estimated  Value . . $5. 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


SI X*  -  ; 


Rarity  4.  1 798  BB- 1 1 9 


ifSl 


*  «.-A* 


88 


CAC  Approved  BB- 1 1 9  Dollar 


1798  B-29,  BB-119  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS 
graded  VF-35  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  # 

40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Extensive  die  breaks 
through  and  below  the  date  as  though  the  digits  are  resting 
in  a  flower  bowl  or  similar  vessel.  Substantial  detail  to  the 
highpoints  on  this  fine  example,  although  an  ineffectual  im¬ 
print  was  left  in  a  few  areas  by  the  recoil  of  the  dies  like  in  the 
central  hair  waves  and  bottom  curls  (PCGS  #  40036) 


$4, 000-UP 
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1 798  BB- 1 20  Rarity  4  Dollar 


5064 

1798  B-12,  BB-120  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS 
#  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Pale  russet  to  medium  gray  surfaces 
exhibit  strong  evidence  of  careful  storage  away  from  mishandling,  thus  it  has  a  strong  aes¬ 
thetic  pleasantness  about  its  originality.  It  is  easy  to  see  this  piece  was  delivered  a  insuffi¬ 
cient  blow  by  the  dies  which  imparted  an  incomplete  condition  to  the  struck  planchet.  It  pays 
to  recall  that  Bust  Dollars  were  struck  by  strong  muscled  workmen  at  the  Mint  propelling 
a  large  fulcrum  striking  bar  on  a  hand-operated  press.  Long  hot  days  on  the  job  could  sap 
anyone’s  strength,  even  the  Atlas-strong  players  who  must  have  operated  the  Silver  Dollar 
press  at  the  time  this  was  struck.  In  this  instance,  the  coin  received  perhaps  10%  less  than 
a  full  blow  by  the  dies.  Terminal  Die  State.  Pop  1;  2  finer  for  the  variety,  1  in  58,  1  in  64 
(PCGS  #  40037) 

Estimated  Value .  $5, (XX)- UP 

The  l)r.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Rainbow  Toned  1 798  BB-121  Rarity  5  Dollar 


\  l 


$ 


5065 


1798  B-9,  BB-121  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  C  U  Approved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Second  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  A  richly  satisfying,  eye-appealing  specimen.  High  grade. 
Loaded  with  pizzazz.  Supple  underlying  luster  is  enveloped  in  deep  peripheral  gray  toning  the  lessens  to  a  lighter  gray  as  it  marches 
inwards  from  the  rim.  A  decidedly  high-end  example  of  the  date,  some  BB- 1 2  l's  are  not  completely  struck,  but  this  one  is.  It  has 


impressive  detail  in  the  head,  curls,  drapery  and  shoulder  area  of  the  obverse,  while  the  eagle  displays  a  nearly  complete  scroll  (weak- •  N 
only  at  the  first  U  of  UNUM)  and  defining  feathers  in  the  wings  and  tail.  The  shield  is  well  detailed  also.  This  being  a  central  relief  v 
area  on  the  Bust  Dollar  coinage,  often  the  shield  and  nearby  head  and  neck  of  the  eagle  fail  to  strike  completely.  But  compare  the  finer 
details  on  this  coin  with  an  average  specimen  and  the  difference  is  noticeable. 


A  relatively  affordable  variety  (common  enough  in  lower  grades  to  supply  collectors'  needs).  BB-121  combines  Obverse  15  with  Re¬ 
verse  R.  There  is  a  compact  date,  with  the  8  close  to  the  bust,  being  a  little  nearer  than  the  I  is  to  the  curl.  The  upper  left  star  is  close 
to  L  and  lowest  right  star  very  close  to  the  bust.  The  curl  closest  to  date  is  complete  but  is  formed  very  delicately.  This  obverse  die  was 

used  to  strike  1798  BB-121  only. 


The  reverse  has  been  christened  the  “Amateur  Diecutter’s  Reverse.’*  Any  number  of  inconsistencies  can  be  found:  Star  distant  from 
eagle’s  beak.  Arc  star  pattern,  but  poorly  aligned,  with  the  first  star  in  the  second  row  out  of  place  and  too  high.  This  is  the  only  1 798 
reverse  with  such  “sloppy"  die  work.  Either  12  or  13  arrows  are  present;  two  are  very  weak  and  appear  to  hold  another  stick  between 
them;  the  two  rightmost  arrow  shafts  each  have  two  heads  (and  thus  count  as  four  arrows),  the  third  arrow  shall  from  the  light  is 
ghostlike  (the  three  rightmost  shafts  are  quite  similar  to  those  on  the  reverse  used  to  coin  BB-96,  BB- 101  and  certain  other  reverses  of 
the  era).  This  reverse  die.  too,  was  used  to  strike  1798  BB-121  only.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40038) 


Estimated  Value . 

Ii\:  Cardinal  Collection;  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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$  IS, (XX)- UP 


■  ' 


5066 

1798  B-9,  BB-121  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS 
graded  EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure 
plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  highly  original  specimen 
with  a  nuance  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  both  sides, 
all  of  which  is  underpinned  by  full  neutral  gray  freshness. 
Struck  from  typically-worn  dies  that  imported  a  flattened 
texture  to  Liberty’s  profile,  especially  at  the  outer  periph¬ 
ery.  The  eagle  is  similarly  a  little  weak  along  with  the  right 
side  of  the  scroll.  Outstanding  surfaces  that  are  free  of 
annoyances;  full  borders  with  no  bruises  or  injury.  Exactly 
the  quality  a  high-minded  buyer  is  looking  for.  “No  Lips 
Variety.”  Pop  2;  3  finer  for  the  variety,  1  in  50, 1  in  55, 1 
in  58.  (PCGS  U  40038) 

Estimated  Value . $5 ,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1 798  BB-121  Rarity  5 
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Attractively  Toned  1 798  BB-122  Bust  Dollar 


5067 

1798  B-14,  BB-122  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  Previously  graded  AU58  by  NGC. 
Fine  central  detail  and  wonderful  color  with  toned  silver  gray 
surfaces,  decorated  with  splashes  of  pale  gold.  A  bit  weakly  struck 
at  the  stars  on  the  right,  sometimes  seen  on  this  variety  due  the 
planchet  resting  slightly  off  from  the  center,  but  better  than  most 
others.  Nicely  detailed  elsewhere,  including  eagle’s  wing  feathers 
and  shield.  Moreover,  there  is  exceptional  overall  eye  appeal.  No 
marks  or  scratches  to  annoy  the  well-versed  collector,  either.  A 
high  quality  example  of  a  common  variety,  one  that  is  apparently 
unknown  in  Mint  State  in  a  Secure  Plus  holder.  Rare  Early  Die 
State.  Notice  the  clash  beginning  at  the  7th  star  and  L  in  Liberty. 
Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40039) 

Estimated  Value .  $12, 000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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CAC  Approved  BB- 1 22  Bust  Dollar 


:  -CZM. 


5068 

1798  B-14,  BB-122  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded 
Ef  -45.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure 

plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Medium  wide  date,  10.25  mm.  across 
at  bottom  widest  part.  The  1  in  date  close  to  hair,  8  close  to  bust. 
Stars  about  equidistant  from  curl,  L,  Y,  and  bust,  except  that  upper 
left  star  is  a  little  closer  to  L.  Ray  of  star  1  points  to  slightly  left  of 
center  ot  a  denticle.  On  the  left  there  is  more  space  between  stars  6 
and  7  than  the  other  stars.  On  the  right  stars  8  and  9  have  a  smaller 
space  between  them  than  do  any  other  stars.  Obverse  die  used  to 
strike  1798  BB-122  only. 

The  reverse  has  a  claw  that  touches  A  in  AMERICA;  the  only  1798 
reverse  with  this  feature.  Five  small  berries,  two  top  ones  closest 
together.  Point  of  leaf  under  left  lower  point  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Star 
just  misses  touching  point  of  upper  part  of  eagle's  beak,  and  in  worn 
specimens  appears  to  touch;  star  ray  points  to  center  of  B  in  PLURI- 
BUS.  Line  star  pattern.  13  perfect  arrows.  Four  rightmost  shafts  each 
have  two  arrowheads  (total  of  eight  arrowheads  there);  third  shaft 
from  left  is  thinner  than  normal;  fourth  shaft  from  left  is  much  too 
thick.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-122  only.  Pop  2;  1  finer  in 
55  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40039) 

*  I 

Estimated  Value . <5  000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


I 


1 798  Rarity  4  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


5069 

1798  B-25,  BB-123  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded 
AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition 
Census.  Attractive  gold  with  natural  gray  toning  covers  smooth,  lustrous 
surfaces.  Excellent  eye  appeal,  a  bit  soft  at  central  shoulder  but  well  de¬ 
fined  on  the  eagle’s  head,  wings,  scroll  and  shield.  Early  dollars  are  fasci¬ 
nating  to  study,  particularly  so  because  of  the  size  of  the  design  compared 
to  other  early  U.S.  coins  that  show  such  extensive  personality  traits.  This 
piece,  with  excellent  luster  and  aesthetic  appeal,  must  be  counted  first  in 
any  list  of  survivors  in  excellent  condition.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS 
for  the  variety  (PCGS  tt  40040) 

Estimated  Value . $9, 000-1! P 

The  Dr.  Hes.se/ftesser  Collection. 
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1 798  BB- 1 24  Oraned  Bust  Dollar 


5070 

1798  B-24,  BB-124  Pointed  9  Close  Date  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded 
AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  A  showy  specimen  with  a  cocktail  of  underlying  luster, 
frosty  to  satiny,  that  breathes  scorching  life  into  the  highlights,  which 
are  nicely  struck  with  crisp  details  aplenty.  Perfectly  centered  on  a 
superior  planchet,  the  successful  bidder  will  likely  spend  hours  and 
hours  admiring  his  new  acquisition.  An  historic  time  in  American 
history.  John  Adams  was  President  at  the  time  this  was  made.  Pop  2; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40041) 

Estimated  Value . $9, 000-  UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesseh  Collection. 


Frosty  Well  Struck  1 798  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


5071 

1798  B-8,  BB-125  Pointed  9, 4  Berries  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-55. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  40018.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A 
very  bright  and  highly  lustrous  About  Uncirculated  and  a  benchmark  for  other 
examples  of  this  year  that  share  this  desirable  near-Mint  State  grade.  While 
the  strike  is  bold  and  crisp  in  most  areas,  it  is  not  quite  full  on  a  couple  of  the 
stars,  mainly  stars  2-4  which  are  rounded  to  flat,  yet  certainly  few  of  the  head 
and  shoulder  details  are  left  to  the  viewer’s  imagination.  Turning  next  to  the 
reverse,  everything  is  full  and  uncompromised,  including  full  lettering  on  the 
scroll,  where  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM  shows  completely,  as  do  the  shield  lines 
(the  horizontal  “chief’)  and  vertical  stripes.  A  resplendent  example,  in  other 
words.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40042) 


Estimated  Value . $10, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection;  Ex:  Richmond  Col¬ 
lection. 
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1 799/8  BB-141.  is  Star  Reverse  PCC.S  MS82 


5072 

1799/8  B-3,  BB-141  Draped  Bust  15  Star  Reverse  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded 
MS-62  PQ.  ( \\( '  \ppniM  <1.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6883.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  This  is  a  very  popular  die  marriage  for  the  1799 
Draped  Bust  Dollar  in  that  it  combines  both  an  overdate  obverse  with  a  blun¬ 
dered  reverse.  On  the  obverse,  of  course,  bold  remnants  of  an  8  are  evident 
beneath  the  final  digit  in  the  date.  On  the  reverse,  the  field  above  the  eagle  is 
populated  with  15  stars  instead  of  the  normal  13.  This  feature  can  be  difficult 
to  ascertain,  however,  as  the  two  extra  stars  are  only  partially  present.  They 
protrude  from  the  first  and  last  clouds  like  a  pair  of  scrappy  boys  leering  out 
from  behind  a  broken  picket  fence,  with  only  their  noses  and  eyes  visible. 

In  this  instance,  the  fence  is  a  line  of  puffy  clouds  above  the  eagle  and  the 
points  of  the  stars  the  only  reference  to  what  is  hiding  behind. 

Also  a  plentiful  die  marriage,  BB-141  provides  many  collectors  with  the 
opportunity  to  own  an  example  of  this  overdate/blundered  reverse.  Even  so, 
few  numismatists  will  have  the  opportunity  to  own  a  fully  Choice  representa¬ 
tive.  Conditionally  rare  with  uncommonly  well-preserved  surfaces,  this  piece 
is  free  of  all  blemishes,  well-scattered  or  not,  there’s  aren't  any  (!),  and  the 
devices  are  rock-solidly  hit  by  the  coining  dies.  Razor-sharp  would  be  too 
casual  a  term  to  describe  their  sharpness.  Toned  in  soft  warm  rose  gold  patina 
surrounded  by  gray  iridescence,  both  sides  also  reveal  their  colors  coyly,  sub¬ 
tly,  rather  than  with  blaring  brass  horns.  The  effect  on  the  appreciative  sense 
of  the  true  collector  is  almost  mesmerizing.  Very  well  placed  for  a  Type  Set, 
this  coin  is  destined  for  inclusion  in  a  high-end  collection.  Fully  original! 

Pop  1;  1  finer  in  63  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40064) 

Estimated  Value . $45, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Beautifully  Toned  1 799/8  CAC  Approved  Rarity  4 


,  BB-142  Draped  Bust  13  Star  Reverse  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  MS-62+  PQ.  t  U  \ ppr< -  1 .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  t 

a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  For  the  date,  a  frosty,  satiny  pale  golden  offering  with  residual  cartwheel  luster  on 
.  Attractively  struck  as  well,  with  just  a  hint  of  softness  at  the  centers  as  often  occurs  on  this  particular  variety.  There  is  toning 
.galore  to  speak  of.  The  base  color  is  medium  to  deep  antique  gray.  It  has  a  beautiful  gloss  to  it,  supported  by  the  underlying  luster.  On 
top  of  this  one  finds  silver  to  blue  iridescence  that  glows  serenely.  It  goes  without  saying  (this  being  a  hand-picked  coin,  personally 
chosen  by  Dr.  H  for  his  collection)  that  all  surfaces  are  impeccably  well  preserved.  The  are  beyond  beautiful,  they  are  immaculate,  if 
such  can  be  said  for  an  inanimate  object  like  a  rare  coin.  Judge  it  yourself.  Award  it  a  winning  bid  that  causes  the  rest  of  the  numis¬ 
matic  world  to  stand  up  and  take  notice.  For  the  coin  is  worth  any  price  to  acquire! 


This  scarce  overdate’s  reverse  has  1 3  stars  above  eagle.  Leaf  points  to  center  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Star  touches  point  of  lower  part  of  ^ 
eagle’s  beak:  ray  points  to  the  left  outside  of  the  U  in  PLUR1BUS;  U  is  usually  weakly  struck.  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  junction  of 
clouds  3  and  4.  First  A  in  AMERICA  touches  3rd  feather,  and  rests  on  fourth.  Die  cracked  and  scaled  between  R  and  I  in  AMERICA, 
above  same  I,  and  above  right  part  of  first  T  in  STATES.  Slight  die  crack  sometimes  shows  through  bottom  of  ES  up  to  top  of  O.  an-  -A ; 


other  through  lower  part  of  OF.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-142  only. 


1799/8  BB-142  is  in  the  middle,  rarity-wise,  of  the  three  overdate  varieties  of  this  year.  I  estimate  that  76  to  200  are  known  today  of 

this  variety. 


ki 


While  most  examples  are  in  grades  up  to  and  including  EF,  a  number  of  AU  and  Mint  State  coins  have  crossed  the  auction  block.  Of 
course,  some  pieces  graded  as  Uncirculated  years  ago  would  fall  into  the  AU  category  today.  Interestingly.  1799/8  BB-142  is  the  rar¬ 
est  of  the  three  overdate  varieties  in  grades  below  Fine.  Apparently,  few  ever  spent  an  extended  amount  of  time  in  circulation.  Pop  1; 

none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40065) 


Estimated  Value 


$50. 0(H)-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Colonel  Green  Collection. 


Nicely  Toned  CAC  Approved  1 7QQ/8  BB-143  Dollar 


5074 

1799/8  B-2,  BB-143  Draped  Bust  13  Star  Reverse  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6884. 

In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  first-rate  specimen  with  richly  permeating  russet  and  gray  toning  that  flows  in  a 
stippled  progression  across  the  frosty  surfaces.  Satisfactorily  struck  for  the  variety,  indeed,  about  as  excellent  as  this  BB-143  is  ever 
found.  The  coin’s  designer  would  have  loved  this  one! 

In  this  variety,  there  aie  13  stais  above  eagle.  Die  crack  from  boidei  down  through  curved  part  of  D  and  showing  at  base.  Leaf  point  is 
below  left  side  of  upright  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Star  touches  lower  part  of  eagle's  beak  and  just  enters  the  mouth;  ray  points  to  right  side 
of  left  upright  of  U  in  PLURIBUS.  A  in  AMERICA  touches  4th  feather,  but  not  the  3rd.  Readily  distinguishable  from  BB-142  by  its 
reverse  crack  through  the  curve  of  the  D  in  UNITED.  There  is  a  bar,  on  the  reverse,  in  the  clouds  below  the  E  in  STATES  which  may 
be  the  remnants  of  a  mispunched  letter.  Die  flaw  between  left  base  of  N  and  arrowhead,  next  to  arrowhead.  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over 
junction  of  clouds  3  and  4.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-143  (late  state)  and  BB-155  (early  state). 

1799/8  BB-143  is  the  scarcest  of  the  three  overdate  die  varieties  of  the  year.  Estimates  are  that  between  76  to  200  of  this  variety  ex¬ 
ist.  This  estimate,  if  accurate,  makes  BB-143  at  least  twice  as  elusive  as  BB-142  and  about  three  times  harder  to  And  than  BB-141 . 
Equally  important,  unlike  BB-142.  the  1 799/8  BB-143  variety  is  usually  seen  in  lower  grades.  Most  are  VF  or  less.  Why  this  is  so  is  a 
mystery.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  .  (PCGS  #  40066) 

Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection 


$16,000-  UP 


m 


% 
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Golden  Toned  BB- 1 5 1  Rarifv  5  Bust  Dollar 


I 


V 


5075 

1799  B-13,  BB-151  Irregular  Date  13  Stars  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-40.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6880.  I11  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
An  attractive  specimen  of  the  best  possible  order  for  its  grade  and  one  whose  surfaces  play  host  to  smooth  features  and  no  overt 
marks.  The  rims,  too.  are  exemplary  in  a  series  where  rim  bruises  seem  all  too  common. 

Irregular  date,  per  traditional  nomenclature,  although  the  “irregular”  feature  is  more  notable  in  the  telling  than  in  the  seeing.  Both  9s 
are  improperly  placed,  the  first  is  tipped  too  far  to  left  at  top,  the  last  9  too  far  to  right  at  top.  In  BB- 151,  this  obverse  is  combined  with 
a  reverse  that  has  a  die  “dot”  (rust)  above  E  in  STATES,  and  die  flaws  inside  upper  part  of  same  letter.  Die  flaws  appear  between  and 
under  two  lower  stars  farthest  to  right.  Star  is  close  to  eagle's  beak,  and  barely  escapes  touching  its  upper  part;  ray  points  to  right  side 
of  B  in  PLURIBUS.  Leaf  points  to  center  of  I  in  AMERICA.  All  seen  are  weakly  struck  at  their  centers.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike 
1799  BB-151  only.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  45  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40044) 


Estimated  Value 


$8, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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1 799  BB- 1 53  Rarity  4  Dollar 


5076 

1799  B-4,  BB-153  Irregular  Date  15  Stars  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded 
AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6879.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  Blundered  die.  15  stars;  the  two  extra  stars  are  identifi¬ 
able  only  by  points  emanating  from  the  bottom  of  clouds.  Clouds  1 
and  8  are  oversized  to  hide  the  blunder.  The  stars  are  arranged  in  arcs 
as  5-6-2,  rather  than  6-5-2.  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  cloud  3. 

A  satiny  matte-like  specimen  with  resilient  underlying  luster  in  the 
devices  and  around  the  stars  and  legends;  some  faint  toning  high¬ 
lights  but  mainly  the  color  is  light  to  medium  “old  silver”,  or  shall 
we  say  dove  gray  for  those  with  an  avian  bent  to  their  descriptors. 
From  center  to  periphery,  the  coin  is  generally  medium  well  struck 
with  some  ordinary  weakness  at  the  hair  waves  and  on  the  eagle  and 
shield. 

Estimates  are  there  are  76  to  200  examples  of  1 799  BB-153  extant 
today,  placing  it  in  the  medium  range  of  availability  within  varieties 
of  this  year.  Most  survivors  are  in  grades  up  through  VF,  although 
EF  examples  come  on  the  market  at  intervals.  In  AU  or  Mint  State, 
however.  BB-153  is  a  great  rarity.  The  blundered  reverse  die  feature 
lends  interest  and  value.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #  40062) 

Estimated  Value .  $1 2, 000- UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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CAC  Approved  RR- 1 54  Dollar 
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Estimated  Value . $ 12,000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5077 

1799  B-18,  BB-154  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded 
AU-55  PQ.  (’AC  Approved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure 
plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  very  attractive  hand-picked  specimen 
with  faint  gold  and  smooth  gray  obverse  exploding  into  vibrant  rus¬ 
set  and  amber  shades  of  gold  on  a  similar  antique  base  of  silver  for  the 
reverse.  The  colors  burst  out  with  loud  applause  from  the  still  abundant 
hard-working  luster  beneath.  Some  weak  spots  in  strike  is  seen  at  the 
center  of  the  shield  were  a  few  of  the  “chief’s”  horizontal  lines  are  not 
separated  fully.  Exquisite  detail  elsewhere;  and  smooth  surface  finish 
without  intervening  circulation  marks  or  other  deterioration.  A  must 
have  coin  for  any  specialist  in  the  series!  Pop  3;  none  finer  at  PCGS 
for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40046) 


Handsome  1 799  BB- 1 55  Dollar 


5078 

1799  B-19,  BB-155  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  5.  PQ.  PCGS  graded  AU-53. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition 
Census.  A  worldly  dose  of  medium  to  deep  gray  toning  with  a  little  golden  sparkle 
around  the  devices  enlivens  the  broad  expanse  of  smooth,  blemish-free  finish.  The 
fields  are  essentially  immaculate,  and  the  strike  is  bold  enough  to  warrant  special 
mention.  We  note  razor-sharp  stars  (unusual),  most  of  the  hair  curls  strong  includ¬ 
ing  the  small  lovelock  curl  on  the  neck,  though  the  one  behind  it  is  ever  so  slighly 
blunted  as  this  lies  on  the  highest  portion  of  the  design  in  that  area.  Pop  1;  1  finer 
in  55  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40047) 

Estimated  Value . $1 0,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Rarity  5  BB- 1 Dollar 


5079 

1799  B-19,  BB-155  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded 
Genuine.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  Cleaned  and  recolored  with  reds 
and  blue  predominating.  Our  grade  is  sharpness  of  XF.  A  well  struck 
coin  with  minor  weakness  on  the  eagle  and  scroll;  central  hair  curls  too 
show  minor  softness. 

All  the  same,  the  1799  BB-155  is  one  of  the  key  rarities  of  the  year. 
Bowers  believes  that  only  31  to  75  exist  today,  according  to  his  refer¬ 
ence  book  on  the  subject.  “However,  as  of  the  early  1990s,  there  are 
more  coins  available  than  there  are  specialized  collectors  desiring  to 
pay  a  significant  premium  for  them;  thus,  specimens  sell  for  little  more 
than  “type”  prices.  1  see  this  as  an  advantage  for  anyone  wishing  to  get 
involved  in  early  dollars.  Further,  in  recent  decades,  especially  since 
the  mid-1970s,  many  newcomers  to  the  coin  market  have  been  condi¬ 
tioned  to  buy  only  Mint  State  coins,  these  being  said  to  be  of  “invest¬ 
ment  quality.”  This  leaves  a  vast  range  of  VF,  EF,  etc.,  coins  available 
to  astute  collectors  of  rare  varieties,  who  do  not  have  to  be  concerned 
with  prices  being  pushed  up  by  amateur  competition  from  investors." 

Most  examples  of  the  1799  BB-155  dollar  are  in  lower  grades  through 
EF.  Only  a  few  AU  and  Mint  State  coins  exist  (PCGS  #  40047) 

Estimated  Value . $6,000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5080 

1799  B-19,  BB-155  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  VF-35  PQ.  .  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a 

new  secure  plus  holder.  Light  circulation  rub  on  the  high  points,  with  some  minor  strike  weakness  also  noted.  The  toning  is  deepest 
near  the  edge,  but  it  does  extend  out  into  the  fields  on  both  sides.  We  note  a  small  scratch  between  L  and  I  of  LIBERTY. 

From  same  die  as  1 7 99  BB- 1 54,  but  with  die  ciack  lrom  border  under  bust,  through  bottom  of  last  9,  center  of  179,  and  first  three  st 
on  left  to  border.  Another  crack  from  second  star  to  hair.  The  obverse  is  invariably  cjuite  weak.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  1 
154  (early  use)  and  BB-155  (later  use)  (PCGS  #  40047) 


Estimated  Value 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


Rainbow  Toned  1 799  Raritv  5  BB- 1 55  Dollar 

■ . . . .  1  -  11  * 
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Boldly  Struck  1 799  BB- 1 56  Dollar 


5081 

1799  B-7,  BB-156  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rar¬ 
ity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 
40043.  Condition  Census.  A  boldly  struck  coin  that 
spares  no  compromises  with  its  rich  detail  on  the 
main  devices.  Indeed,  the  strike  is  much  sharper 
than  average  for  the  issue,  although  minor  weak¬ 
ness  occurs  at  the  eagle’s  head.  Dappled  light  to 
dark  toning,  most  noticeably  on  the  obverse,  with 
choice  rims  and  sleek  surface  contours.  Nothing  in 
the  way  of  marks  or  problems.  Pop  1;  none  finer 
at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40048) 


109 


Lovely  Golden  Toned  PCGS  MSK2  rb-157  Dollar 


•Hts 


,  V7 
V? 


"\  A' 

\  OJ 


5082 

1799  B-5,  BB-157  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  MS-62.  .  Soothing  gold,  hints  of  lavender,  and 

russet  hues  blanket  both  sides  of  this  beautiful  Uncirculated  coin.  Loaded  with  flashy  luster  emphasized  expertly  by  the  toning.  Lovely! 
eye  appeal.  A  balanced  combination  of  high  grade  and  elegant  aesthetic  appeal,  and  one  that  fits  the  Condition  Census  from  a  numeri- 
cal  perspective.  For  BB-157,  the  coin  is  quite  possibly  unsurpassed  by  any  other  example.  Delicate  golden  and  dusky  lavender  toning  ‘  V 
on  the  obverse,  superlative  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  a  mixture  of  the  same  shades,  and  has  surfaces  commensurate  with  its  origin  and 
careful  handling  in  the  200+  years  of  its  existence.  The  striking  is  undeniably  excellent,  with  superb  definition  and  detail.  All  devices  y.  / 
are  bold;  the  rims  complete,  showing  fine  definition  in  the  dentils.  A  breathtaking  coin  to  behold,  a  conclusion  that  will  surely  be 
shared  by  its  next  owner  and  all  others  who  have  occasion  to  see  it.  ...  <•*"*  > 

Today  this  specimen  rests  comfortably  and  securely  in  a  PCGS  slab,  graded  as  noted  and  as  beautiful  as  ever.  Silver  dollars  at  this  time  ■ 
are  very  difficult  to  find,  especially  with  excellent  eye  appeal  as  this  one  has.  Beyond  that,  the  magnitude  of  the  coin's  original  condi- 
tjon  cannot  be  overemphasized— it  is  the  standard  for  any  United  States  Bust  Dollar  coin  to  meet!  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for 
wiety  (PCGS  #  6878) 

Die  characteristics:  Same  obverse  as  BB-156  (which  see).  In  BB-157  the  upper  right  corner  is  slightly  indented  in  the  1  in  date.  Ob¬ 
verse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-156  (with  clash  marks),  BB-157.  BB-161  (now  relapped),  BB-162,  BB- 163.  and  BB-164.  Kj 

This  obverse  is  paired  to  reverse  “F"  in  which  the  U  in  UNIT  ED  is  imperfect  at  upper  left,  the  vertical  element  being  cut  oft  at  the 
upper  left  side,  taking  with  it  the  upper  left  serif;  a  defective  punch  was  employed  (used  on  three  different  dies  to  strike  BB-157:  BB- 
158,  BB-159,  BB-160,  and  BB-161 ;  and  BB-168).  Leaf  points  almost  under  left  side  of  upright  of  1  in  AMERICA.  All  six  upper  stars 
touch  clouds,  the  two  on  right  each  having  two  points  touching,  and  other  four  have  one  point  touching  (the  star  that  is  below  clouds 
2-3  nearly  touches  3).  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  junction  of  clouds  3  and  4.  Point  of  stai  touches  point  ol  lower  pait  of  eagle  s  beak, 
ray  points  directly  to  center  of  left  upright  of  U  in  PLURIBUS.  A  touches  third  feather.  The  reverse  is  similar  to  the  die  used  to  coin 
BB-158  (later.  BB-159.  BB-160.  and  BB-161),  a  die  which  must  have  been  made  about  the  same  time,  but  can  be  easily  distinguished. 

On  BB-157,  the  two  upper  stars  on  the  right  have  two  points  which  touch  clouds  7  and  8.  On  BB-158.  etc.,  the  upper  right  star  has 
only  one  point  which  touches  cloud  8.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-157  only. 


Estimated  Value 


$40. 000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


Rainbow  Toned  1 799  Dollar 


5083 

1799  B-5,  BB-157  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  2.  PCGS 
graded  EF-40  PQ.  C  A(  \pproved.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 

40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Great  color  from  rings  of 
imperial  iridescent  toning,  the  fields  are  slightly  brighter  than 
the  devices  on  both  sides  where  the  toning  becomes  silvery 
in  color.  Pale  tan-gray  iridescence  is  noted  throughout  the 
reverse,  dappled  with  gold,  but  the  overall  appearance  is  one 
of  amazing  beauty  and  color. 

1799  BB-157  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  issues  of  the  year. 
About  501  to  1 ,000  are  extant  today.  Despite  this  relative 
abundance,  nearly  all  specimens  are  in  circulated  grades 
through  VF,  with  a  scattering  of  EF  pieces  as  well.  Higher 
grade  pieces  are  few  and  far  between.  According  to  the  Bowers 
encyclopedia,  “among  those  scattered  high-grade  gems  are  a 
few  in  the  MS63  to  65  echelons,  suggesting  the  original  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  small  hoard  of  this  variety,  long  since  dispersed.” 
Pop  1;  4  finer  for  the  variety,  1  in  45, 1  in  53, 2  in  58  (PCGS 
#  40049) 

Estimated  Value . $5, 000-UP 


£ 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Important  1 799  BB- 1 58  Off-Center  Strike  Rust  Hollar 


1799  B-16,  BB-158  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  2  For  The  BB  Variety.  PCGS 
graded  Mint  Error  AU-58  PQ  Struck  5%  Off-Center.  C  \C  .  The  scarcity 

is  quite  likely  far  greater  than  what  the  BB  variety  indicates  due  to  the  striking  error. 
Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  No  population  information  avail¬ 
able.  As  befits  a  coin  from  the  Dr.  Hesselgesser  consignment,  even  this  off-center  oddity 
is  in  atypical  condition,  being  free  of  most  marks  (there  are  two  small  ones  on  Liberty's 
neck)  and  overcompensating  all  the  more  by  offering  the  viewer  endless  smooth  golden 
to  golden-gray  finish  in  all  areas.  One  would  be  hard  put  to  find  a  more  truly  beautiful  de¬ 
tailed  specimen  of  a  popular  issue  with  not  even  a  smidgen  of  softness  on  the  hair  waves 
adorning  Liberty.  It  is  as  if  the  minter  put  all  he  had  into  flinging- the  screw  press's  handle. 
The  end  result  is  what  you  see.  An  impressive  offering.  PCGS  customer  service  states 
that  this  is  possibly  Pop  1;  the  only  Off-Centered  example  graded  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety  .  (PCGS  #40050) 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Estimated  Value . $18. 000- UP 
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Golden  Tone  1 799  BR- 1 58  Dollar 


5085 


1799  B-16,  BB-158  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  The  strike,  clarity  of  fields,  and 
eye  appeal  should  qualify  this  coin  for  a  MS62++.  A  superb  About  Uncirculated  58 
bust  dollar  is  not  something  most  collectors  see  every  day,  but  how  often  does  anyone 
encounter  a  collection  like  Dr.  Hesselgesser’s?  It  may  also  be  counted  as  one  of  the 
finest  known  of  any  of  the  1799  BB-158  variety.  As  a  type  coin,  this  piece  would  be  a 
coin  of  great  desirability  —  one  of  the  most  attractive  Draped  Bust,  Large  Eagle  dol¬ 
lars  anywhere  in  its  grade  class.  To  those  who  collect  by  die  variety,  it  takes  on  added 
significance,  and  it  would  surely  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  great  collection  of  Bust  Dollars 
by  B  &  BB  number!  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  (PCGS  #  40050) 


Die  note:  On  this  variety,  the  reverse  U  in  UNITED  is  defective  at  upper  left  part, 
which  is  cut  off,  due  to  employment  of  a  defective  U  punch.  Point  of  star  touches 
point  of  lower  part  of  eagle’s  beak;  ray  points  to  left  serif  at  left  side  of  U  in  PLURI- 
BUS.  Star  under  cloud  1  is  noticeably  smaller  than  any  other.  A  in  AMERICA  rests  on 
4th  feather.  Leaf  point  is  under  left  side  of  upright  of  I.  Upper  right  star  has  only  one 
point  touching  cloud  8  (whereas  two  points  of  this  star  touch  the  cloud  on  the  BB-157 
reverse).  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  junction  of  clouds  3  and  4. 


Reverse  first  used  to  strike  1799  BB-158,  during  which  time  it  had  its  first  relapping 
(berries  weak),  next  coining  BB-159,  then  BB-158  again,  then,  second  relapping  (re¬ 
moving  berries),  BB-160  and,  finally,  BB-161  (PCGS  #  40050) 


Estimated  Value . $ 18,000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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5086 

1799  B-23,  BB-159  Draped  Bust  8X5  Stars  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  VF-30.  Subset  of  PCGS  U  6881 .  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
1799  BB-159.  with  stars  arranged  8x5,  is  exceptionally  popular  due  to  the  distinctive  obverse.  About  76  to  200  are  known,  so  in 
absolute  terms  the  coin  is  not  rare.  However,  its  popularity  as  a  type  has  caused  specimens  to  sell  for  prices  far  in  excess  of  other  1 799 

dollars  of  comparable  rarity.  Terminal  Die  State  (PCGS  H  40063) 


Estimated  Value 


$4  WO- UP 


The  l)r.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


CAC  Approved  BB- 1 59  Dollar 


5087 

1799  B-23,  BB-159  Draped  Bust  8X5  Stars  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-58. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  688 1 .  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  high  degree  of  luster  distin¬ 
guishes  the  satiny  silver  gray  to  golden  surfaces  from  others  of  the  date  which  are  less  pulsat¬ 
ing  even  though  in  technically  similar  grade.  Collectors  familiar  with  the  series  will  recognize 
this  dilference  at  once.  The  stars  seem  to  have  attracted  the  deepest  toning,  and  so  too  the  outer 
areas  on  the  reverse  around  the  lettering.  This  is  a  well-struck  example  with  superb  details.  It 
has  no  bothersome  abrasions  or  points  of  wear.  The  dies  smacked  the  planchet  with  full  force, 
imparting  all  their  intricate  design. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  BB-159  is  that  there  are  only  5  stars  to  the  right  of  the  bust.  The 
obverse  stars  are  arranged  eight  to  the  left  and  five  to  the  right;  the  only  1799  with  this  peculiar 
anangement.  The  reason  tor  this  configuration  is  unknown.  It  may  have  been  a  blundered  die, 
or  the  engraver  may  have  accidentally  punched  the  eight  stars  on  the  left  after  just  having  cut 
a  die  for  a  1799  $10  gold  coin  (all  of  which  have  stars  arranged  8x5  this  year).  He  wouW  then 
have  been  forced  to  complete  the  die  using  only  five  stars  on  the  right.  Given  the  care  taken  to 
prepare  dies  at  the  Mint  for  dollar  coinage  this  year,  the  8x5  stars  was  the  result.  Pup  1;  nont 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40067)  - 


Estimated  Value . . $I8,(K)0-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Nicely  Toned  1 799  PCfiS  AU-55  Dollar 


'■‘i 
•  - 


Thr  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection. 
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5088 

1799  B-12,  BB-160  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 
40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  frosty  specimen  with  strong  underlying  luster  from  the  dies  that 
reinforce  the  beauty  of  the  light  gray  finish  whose  russet  gold  accents  serve  to  draw  attention  to  its  superior 
quality.  And  superior  it  is,  with  smooth  fields  and  devices  so  unlike  most  bust  dollars  of  the  period  in  which 
problems  like  marks  and  spotting  abound.  Presented  for  your  bidding  enjoyment  is  a  coin  whose  munifi¬ 
cent  strike,  as  well  as  freedom  from  the  usual  clash  marks  typical  for  this  issue  where  insufficient  die  pres¬ 
sure  occurs  all  too  often,  makes  this  the  one  coin  to  own  if  you  are  interested  in  a  classic  late- 18th  century 
Draped  Bust  coin.  And  that  is  why  this  is  a  coin  to  jump  at  before  it’s  sale  is  history.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  58. 


Die  notes:  Obverse  cracks  are  legendary  on  the  BB-160  variety.  A  crack  from  the  foot  of  1  in  date  extends 
right,  below  7,  to  border.  Another  crack  extends  from  the  border  up  into  the  first  9.  while  a  crosswise  crack 
at  the  bottom  of  the  first  9  goes  left  through  the  upright  of  7,  and  right  to  the  second  9.  Then  there  is  a 
curved  crack  from  the  border  to  right  which  touches  the  drapery.  A  crack  from  the  border  between  drapery 
and  star  13  goes  upward  and  curves  to  the  right  into  the  field.  Lastly,  a  crack  from  star  12  extends  to  border 
at  star  13.  Curiously,  all  these  cracks  are  seen  on  most  examples  known!  A  plentiful  die  state  (PCGS  # 
40051). 


Estimated  Value .  $15,000-1  I 


Lovely  Toned  l  ZM  Dollar 


I 


5089 

1799  B-12,  BB-160  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  EF-40. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Beautifully  toned,  yet 
basically  antique  in  appearance  since  there  isn’t  the  slightest  sign  this  was  ever 
cleaned  or  touched  in  any  way.  The  few  wispy  abrasions  on  Liberty  do  not  detract 
one  iota  from  the  overall  pleasing  eye  appeal  of  this  full  Extremely  Fine  40  speci¬ 
men.  Pop  1;  5  finer,  3  in  45, 1  in  55, 1  in  58  (PCGS  #  40051) 

Estimated  Value .  $4,000-1! P 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection. 
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1 799  BB- 1 6 1  Mint  State  Dollar 


1799  B-ll,  BB-161  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  ijr 
3.  AN  ACS  graded  MS-63.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043 . 

Condition  Census.  One  of  the  most  attractive  early  C"' 

dollars  in  this  sale  is  this  1799  BB-161 .  a  precious  t*  ^ 3  N 

choice  Mint  State  specimen  that  stands  has  received  grt •:T?y.-  Wf  r. 

AN ACS’s  imprimatur  as  to  grade.  Attractive  frosty  V*'/  8 

surfaces  exhibit  a  milky  gold  overlay  of  color,  com-  ^  ^ 

plete  and  tranquil,  encircling  the  lower  reverse,  at 

least  at  the  bottom,  a  bright  amber-gold  crescent.  The  £ 

fields  are  sustaining  and  immaculate,  befitting  the  grade,  %  Y 

befitting  a  coin  with  this  pedigree,  and  looking  more  like 

a  toned  silver  dollar  struck  a  hundred  years  later  than  one 

made  at  the  end  of  the  1 8th  century.  The  strike  is  as  bold  as 

can  be  imagined,  showing  full  pointed  centers  to  every  star 

on  the  obverse  and  on  some  of  those  on  the  reverse.  1  he  surface 

quality  surpasses  many  other  early ‘BU  dollars  known,  with  no 

evidence  of  improvement  or  alteration,  simply  fresh  originality.  The 

die  clash  marks  that  are  typical  for  this  variety  are  vividly  pronounced  on 

this  impressive  specimen. 


The  present  population  of  1799  BB-161  is  believed  to  be  about  201  to  300.  Most  of 
these  are  of  Die  State  II.  according  to  auction  offerings,  but  probably  most  were  what 
I  call  Die  State  III.  While  BB-161  is  obtainable  easily  enough  in  lower  grades,  in  AU 
the  issue  is  scarce,  and  in  true  Mint  State  it  is  a  notable  rarity.  Nearly  all  of  the  auction 
appearances  for  Mini  State  coins  mentioned  above  occurred  well  before  the  revision  in 
grading  interpretations  that  occurred  in  numismatics  beginning  in  I0S6. 

mated  Value .  WM0-UP 


l)r.  Hcsselgesser  Collection . 
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Beautiful  Mint  Stale  1 799  BB-162  Rarity  4  Rust  Dollar 
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5091 

1799  B-6,  BB-162  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  MS-62.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census.  Previously  graded  MS63  by  NGC.  Offered  here  is  an  exceptional  quality  specimen,  not  only  of  the  scarce  BB-162 
variety  but,  for  wider  appeal,  of  the  Draped  Bust  dollar  with  Heraldic  Eagle  motif.  Many  varieties  occur  in  1798  to  1803  for  collecting' 
purposes  and  then,  of  course,  the  presentation  pieces  dated  1804,  circulation  strikes  are  not  often  seen  as  nice  as  here.  On  the  obverse^, 
the  hair  strands  are  well  delineated,  the  stars  each  have  well  defined  centers,  and  the  dentils  are  mostly  complete  around  the  border 
(although  stronger  in  certain  areas  than  in  others).  The  usual  points  of  light  striking,  namely  the  neck  of  the  eagle,  the  upper  part  of  the, 
wing,  the  stars  above  the  eagle,  and  certain  of  the  clouds  (particularly  at  the  upper  right)  are  much  better  defined.  Add  to  these  aspects 
the  lovely  silver-lilac  and  gray  surfaces  of  the  coin  generating  exceptional  eye  appeal,  as  well  as  its  status  among  coins  of  the  general-V^ 
year  (without  respect  to  the  die  variety)  as  being  one  of  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  and  you  have  a  winner  by  any  assessment.  V.  |\ 


The  design  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse.  Heraldic  or  “Large”  Eagle  reverse,  as  first  used  on  silver  dollars  in  1798.  On  its  own  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  was  first  employed  in  1795,  while,  elsewhere  in  numismatics,  the  Heraldic  Eagle  first  made  its  appearance  in 
1796  on  the  quarter  eagle  (half  eagles  dated  1795  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  years  later  in  1798. 
from  a  still  usable  1795  die).  The  designer  was  Robert  Scot. 

The  series  of  early  silver  dollars  17.94-1803  has  always  been  popular  with  collectors,  particularly  since  the  advent  of  the  study  by 
Milford  H.  Bolender  published  in  1950  under  the  title.  The  United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1803.  In  1993  such  inter¬ 
est  made  a  big  advance  with  Bowers-Borckhardt’s  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
which  was  issued  in  two  volumes,  including  more  information  on  early  silver  dollars  than  had  ever  been  published  before  or  has  been 
published  since.  In  the  years  since  1993.  there  have  not  been  any  major  changes  in  the  series,  but  new  discoveries  have  been  come 
along  of  certain  varieties.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  63.  (PCGS  #  40053) 


Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection;  Ex:  Chaukley  (  olleetion. 


$45. 000- UP 


CAC  Approved  1799  BB-163  PCGS  AU58+  Dollar 


5092 

1799  B-10,  BB-163  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-58+  PQ. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  luminous 
gem  (as  it  were)  for  the  About  Uncirculated  58  grade,  and  a  coin  of  optimum  quality 
for  the  connoisseur  of  fine  numismatic  properties:  The  luster  is  still  evident  through¬ 
out  the  devices  and  into  the  fields  generally,  as  well,  plus  the  strike  is  not  just  nearly 
full,  being  quite  crisp  in  most  places,  but  unquestionably  full!  In  our  opinion  this  coin 
should  be  regraded  to  Mint  State. 

Compare  with  1799  BB-156.  In  this  combination  the  “pocket”  or  “cobweb”  under 
throat  (die  clash  mark)  has  been  removed  by  relapping  the  die.  Upper  side  of  r  in  date 
is  a  straight  line.  The  Bolender  Collection  specimen  shows  a  light  die  crack  through 
last  three  stars.  (Early  die  states  do  not  show  the  obverse  crack  through  stars  11-13.) 
Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-156  (with  clash  marks),  BB-157,  BB-161  (now 
relapped),  BB-162,  BB-163,  and  BB-164.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #  40054) 

Estimated  Value . $25,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Wonderful  PCGS  MS62  BB- 1 64  Dollar 


an  equal  sign  (=)  are  at  an  angle  under  the  star  that  straddles 
clouds  2  and  3.  An  incuse  die  mark  at  the  upper  left  comer  of 
the  leftmost  cloud  is  present  on  the  early  die  state:  the  second  S  ^ 
in  STATES  is  repunched  at  the  inside  of  its  lower  loop.  Far  right 
edge  of  A  is  over  junction  of  clouds  3  and  4.  The  letters  in  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM  seem  larger  and  in  some  instances  different¬ 
ly  proportioned  on  this  reverse  (and  also  on  BB-162,  a  different 
die),  in  comparison  to  the  other  reverses  of  the  year.  Reverse  die 
used  to  strike  1799  BB-164  only. 


As  an  estimated  501  to  1000  specimens  of  the  1799  BB-164 
dollar  arc  known,  examples  are  readily  available  on  the  market. 
Most  are  in  grades  through  EF.  AU  coins  are  somewhat  more 
elusive  than  the  overall  rarity  might  suggest.  Mint  State  coins  are 
great  rarities.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS 
#  40055) 


Estimated  Value . $40, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1799  B-17,  BB-164  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  2.  PCGS 
graded  MS-62.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  Although  this  obverse  die  was  used  to 
coin  BB-156,  BB-157,  BB- 161 .  BB-162.  BB-163,  and  BB-164, 
in  its  use  with  BB-164.  the  state  is  most  similar  to  BB-163.  with 
the  "pocket”  or  “cobweb”  (die  clash  mark)  at  junction  of  chin  and 
neck  removed  by  relapping  the  die.  A  die  crack  shows  through 
last  4  stars.  A  faint  crack  is  near  border  opposite  point  of  bust.  All 
seen  are  weak  at  the  centers,  especially  on  the  obverse.  Obverse 
die  used  to  strike  1 799  BB- 1 56  (with  clash  marks).  BB- 1 57 .  BB- 
161  (now  relapped),  BB-162,  BB-163,  and  BB-164. 


On  this  reverse,  we  see  five  extremely  large  berries  in  olive 
branch,  the  largest  on  any  1 799  dollar.  The  two  upper  berries  are 
partly  buried  in  the  leaves.  Point  of  star  enters  eagle  s  mouth,  up¬ 
per  part  of  beak  closing  down  on  star.  The  point  of  the  star  almost 
touches  lower  part  of  beak;  ray  points  to  left  edge  of  left  serif  ol 
U  m  PLURIBUS.  Leaf  points  near  left  corner  of  I  in  AMERICA. 
A  does  not  touch  feathers.  Very  short  stem  in  claw;  shortest 
stem  on  any  1799  reverse.  Peculiar  raised  die  Haws  resembling 
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PCGS  MS62  +  CAC  Approved  1 799  Bust  Dollar 


. 

. 


5094 

1799  B-8,  BB-165  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  MS-62+.  \(  \pproved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #40043.  In 

a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Liberty  with  open 
mouth.  First  star  is  slightly  farther  from  curl  than  last  star  is  from 
bust,  or  about  2  mm.  from  curl.  The  7th  star  is  slightly  closer  to  L 
than  8th  star  is  to  Y.  There  is  a  die  chip  between  star  9  and  the  bor¬ 
der.  Star  10  is  slightly  repunched  on  its  innermost  ray.  On  the  left, 
the  stars  are  fairly  evenly  spaced.  On  the  right,  stars  10  and  1 1  are 
significantly  closer  than  any  of  the  others.  Highest  curl  on  top  of 
head  is  centered  more  under  right  half  of  E  in  LIBERTY.  The  1  in 
date  is  much  farther  from  the  curl,  slightly  over  1  mm.  The  letters 
in  LIBERTY  are  usually  seen  with  varying  degrees  of  bifurcation, 
sometimes  extensive,  suggesting  to  Bolender  that  the  letters  were 
“fancy.”  This  obverse  closely  resembles  BB-160,  to  which  com¬ 
pare.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-165  only. 


On  the  reverse,  die  flaws  show  inside  and  to  right  top  of  final  S  in 
STATES.  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  junction  of  clouds  3  and  4. 
Point  of  star  touches  point  of  lower  part  of  eagle’s  beak;  ray  points 
to  left  of  left  upright  of  U  in  PLURIBUS.  Leaf  points  slightly 
right  of  center  of  I  in  AMERICA.  AME  join  at  lowest  part.  The  N 
in  UNITED  was  initially  cut  upside  down  and  later  corrected;  an 
extraneous  serf  from  the  error  can  be  seen  to  the  lower  right  of  the 
N,  and  appears  as  a  line  between  the  bottoms  of  N  and  I.  Reverse 
die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-165  only. 


1799  BB-165  is  one  of  the  more  plentiful  varieties  among  dollars 
of  this  date.  About  201  to  500  are  known  today.  Most  are  in  worn 
grades,  with  the  norm  being  Very  Fine.  A  few  Mint  State  coins  ex¬ 
ist.  Pop  1 ;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40056) 


Estimated  Value . $40,000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Sharply  Struck  I  799  Dollar 


V  N 


5095 

1799  B-9,  BB-166  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  1.  PCGS 
graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Intense  pleasing  color  and  some  residual  luster  graces 
the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  attractively  toned  Heraldic  Eagle  dol¬ 
lar.  A  blend  of  wonderful  toning  hues  graces  both  sides.  Math¬ 
ematically  exact  standards  seen  in  the  sharp.  Soft-edged  devices 
and  lettering  throughout  the  centers  are  typical  on  many  Bust 
Dollar  varieties,  as  commonly  seen  due  to  various  inconsisten¬ 
cies  in  manufacture;  however,  a  small  percentage  of  this  1799’s 
production  in  particular  is  found  with  magnificent  detail  to  be 
called  more  than  just  “bold”  and  this  is  one  such  coin!  Pop  2; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  , 


V. 


Rarity  note:  1799  BB-166  and  BB-163  are  the  most  plentiful 
varieties  of  the  year.  It  seems  likely  that  about  1 ,000  to  1 ,800 
of  each  are  known.  The  population  of  BB-166  is  distributed 
in  a  bell  curve-few  extremely  worn  ones,  some  VG,  more  in 
Fine  grade,  a  cluster  at  VF,  fewer  EF,  still  fewer  AU,  and  only 
a  small  number  of  Mint  State  examples.  Incidentally,  the  same 
curve  applies  to  most  other  early  dollars,  except  it  is  sometimes 
truncated  at  the  upper  end. 


Estimated  Value . $12. 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Frosty  1 799  Dollar 
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1799  B-14,  BB-167  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  A  genuinely  pleasing  About  Uncir-  -Q 
culated  58  specimen  with  luster  that  practically  flies  off  the 
surface.  Subtle  hints  of  champagne  and  other  toning  bring  out 
the  expansiveness  of  the  detail  while  it  enhances  the  unexpect¬ 
edly  beautiful  eye  appeal  of  this  coin. 


1799  BB-167  is  in  the  middle  range  of  varieties  of  this  year  so 
far  as  availability  is  concerned.  About  201  to  500  are  known. 
Most  examples  are  in  grades  of  Fine  and  VF,  with  an  occasional 
EF.  Any  coin  finer  than  that  is  truly  exceptional.  This  is  another 
of  many  early  dollar  varieties  that  is  readily  available  in  VF 
grade  but  becomes  a  rarity  if  finer.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS 
for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40058) 

Estimated  Value . $14, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Fines!  Graded  At  PCGS  For  This  Variety 


5097 

1799  B-22,  BB-168  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded 
AU-50.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  glossy 
coin  and  a  first-rate  one  in  its  grade  by  any  benchmark.  What's  more, 
this  has  an  engaging  veil  of  pale  golden  that  soar  across  the  center, 
leaving  the  neutral  gray  surfaces  elsewhere  smooth  and  free  of  marks. 
The  strike  is  affected  by  the  major  die  break  on  the  reverse  and  is  more 
than  acceptable  for  the  variety,  with  just  a  touch  of  softening  on  the  hair 
curls  and  elsewhere. 

On  this  reverse.  Reverse  P  there  is  a  horizontal  die  crack  entirely  across 
center  of  reverse,  from  right  side  of  E  to  left  side  of  M.  One  arrow  ex¬ 
tends  slightly  past  right  side  of  upright  of  N.  Star  touches  lower  point  of 
eagle's  beak;  ray  points  to  left  upright  of  U  in  PLURIBUS.  Leaf  point  is 
slightly  right  of  being  under  center  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Letter  A  touches 
only  3rd  feather.  U  in  UNITED  is  cut  off  at  upper  left;  made  from 
defective  punch  (used  on  three  different  dies  to  strike  BB-157;  BB-158, 
159,  161  and  162;  and  BB-168).  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  cloud  3. 

This  reverse  die  was  used  to  strike  1799  BB-168  only  and  its  demise 
and  withdrawal  from  use  no  doubt  caused  the  limited  availability. 

With  a  known  population  estimated  to  be  in  the  range  of  31  to  75  coins. 
1799  BB-168  is  at  once  elusive  but  sufficiently  available  that  every  seri¬ 
ous  specialist  can  own  one.  Most  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  through 
Very  Fine,  however.  EF  coins  are  very  rare.  “AU  coins?"  asks  Bowers 
in  his  encyclopedia.  “Where  are  they?"  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for 
the  variety  (PCGS  U  40059) 


Estimated  Value 


$10. (XX)-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesseleesser  Collection. 


CAC  Approved  PCGS  AlJ-58  1 799  Dollar 


1799  B-21,  BB-169  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  ( '  Appi  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new- 

secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  An  incredibly  bright  and  highly  lustrous  specimen,  a  benchmark  for  other  examples  that  share 
this  lofty  grade.  Note  the  diagonal  die  break  through  the  date,  which  BB-169  is  famous  for.  Concerning  the  strike,  this  is  bold  and 
ciisp,  it  is  quite  full,  not  just  almost  full  but  undeniably  sharp  throughout  the  obverse  and  nearly  complete  (with  the  exception  of 
the  eagle’s  head  and  chest  and  associated  scroll  lettering),  few  details  are  left  to  the  viewer's  imagination.  Similar  to  others  from  this 
grand  collection,  the  surfaces  are  immaculate.  Our  consignor  has  this  thing,  you  see,  about  annoying  marks  on  his  coins.  He  can't 
stand  them!  And  so  whenever  a  nicer  coin  came  along  that  would  improve  the  collection,  he  quickly  added  it  and  sold  the  lesser  qual¬ 
ity  piece.  Over  the  years.  Dr.  Hesselgesser  was  left  with  the  creme  de  la  creme.  This  is  one  of  the  specimens  we  feel  will  realize  a  large 
advance  over  an  ordinary  coin  of  the  same  variety.  Watch  the  action  when  bidding  begins!  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 


Die  note:  On  this  obverse,  star  8  is  much  closer  to  Y  than  star  1  to  curl,  or  star  7  to  L,  or  star  1 3  to  bust.  Star  1  is  farthest  from  hair. 

In  date,  numeral  1  is  close  to  curl.  Slight  die  roughness  below  first  star,  between  milling  and  curl.  The  second  star  on  the  obverse  is 
repunched  and  the  obverse  shows  die  rust  which  becomes  extensive  on  the  late  die  state.  The  obverse  is  similar  in  appearance  to  BB- 
154  and  BB-155;  identification  is  simplified  by  the  reverse  which  reuses  the  1799  BB-167  die,  which  has  the  well-known  die  flaws 
under  AM,  between  two  lower  stars  just  back  of  eagle’s  head,  between  the  F  in  OF  and  the  wing  tip,  and  one  below  the  D  in  UNITED. 
Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-169  only  (PCGS  #  40060) 


Estimated  Value 


$I5,(XH)-Ur 


Gorgeous  Toned  1799  BB-I6Q  Rust  Dollar 


5099 

1799  B-21,  BB-169  Normal  Date  7X6  Stars  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU- 

55.  (  \(  \pproved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40043.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census.  A  lock-solid  frosty  specimen  with  strong  primary  luster 
and  rich  toned  highlights  on  both  sides.  More  than  adequately  struck  for  the 
date,  this  is  a  glorious  specimen,  perhaps  not  100%  bold  it  you  take  into 
account  the  central  part  of  the  eagle,  since  this  issue  rarely  is,  but  certainly 


a  coin  that  gets  premium  marks  where  preservation  and  beautiful  color  is  of 
primary  importance  to  the  prospective  new  owner.  Pop  1;  2  finer  in  58  for 


the  variety  •  (PCGS  #  40060) 


Estimated  Value 


$15,000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Attractive  PCGS  AUS3  1 800  BB- 1 8 1  Rarity  5  Dollar 


5100 

1800  B-l,  BB-181  Normal  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded 
AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  A  resplendent  example  of  the  fin¬ 
est  order  for  the  modest  About  Uncirculated  53  grade.  Some 
lingering  luster  graces  the  reddish  golden  to  champagne  and 
gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  for  the  date,  easily  finer  in 
sharpness  than  even  higher  grade  specimens,  with  some  mi¬ 
nor  weakness  indicated  on  the  eagle's  head  and  breast  along 
with  the  right  half  of  the  scroll  where  UNUM  disappears. 

A  small  mark  adjacent  to  the  eagle’s  neck  where  the  scroll 
crosses.  Otherwise,  the  fields  fresh  and  free  of  abrasions. 
Pop  2;  1  finer  in  55  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40067) 

Estimated  Value 


$10, 000-UP 


Well  Struck  l  aoo  bb-  i  a  1  nniiar 


5101 

1800  B-l,  BB-181  Normal  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Subset 
of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  If  it  is 
detail  you  want  from  a  Bust  Dollar,  then  it  is  detail  you  will  receive  with 
this  wonderful,  boldly  made  and  superbly  preserved  About  Uncirculated  55 
example.  In  addition  to  having  immaculate  surfaces,  even  the  finest,  most 
delicate  detail  can  be  seen  on  this  coin  struck  with  uncommon  exactness  for 
the  issue. 

Die  notes:  180  close  in  date.  TY  too  far  apart.  The  1  in  date  barely  misses 
touching  the  hair.  On  the  reverse,  a  leaf  touches  lower  right  corner  of  serif 
of  I  in  AMERICA  (compare  to  reverse  of  BB- 1 83,  which  touches  bottom 
of  I  at  a  different  point).  Point  of  star  touches  point  of  lower  part  of  eagle’s 
beak.  A  in  AMERICA  touches  only  3rd  feather.  First  T  in  STATES  is  double 
punched.  AME  joined  at  lower  part.  This  is  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of 
the  year.  We  estimate  that  31  to  75  exist  in  all  grades  combined.  Pop  1; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40067) 


Estimated  Value . $10,000-  UP 

The  Dr.  Hessetgesser  Collection. 
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1 800  BB- 1 82  Rarity  6  Dollar 


Estimated  Value . $6, 000-UP 


5102 


1800  B-2,  BB-182  Normal  Date  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  VF-35. 

(  AC  \pproved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
It  seems  that  nothing  higher  than  EF-40  is  available  for  this  variety, 
which  places  this  VF-35  high  on  the  Condition  Census;  even  so,  few 
are  available  even  in  this  grade.  Smooth  gray  finish  that  is  lighter  on 
the  devices  and  then  deeperns  to  normal  old-silver  hues.  There  are  a 
few  light  contact  marks  from  its  days  spent  in  circulation,  far  fewer  in 
number  than  one  sees  on  most  Draped  Bust  dollars  in  this  grade,  how-  , 
ever.  The  rims  show  some  of  the  widest  dentils  we  have  seen  on  1800. 


Bowers  writes  this  about  BB-182’s  rarity:  1800  BB-182  is  one  of  the 
great  rarities  of  the  year.  Only  an  estimated  13  to  30  are  known  to  exist. 
Years  ago,  the  issue  was  regarded  as  unique.  J.W.  Haseltine  knew  of 
only  one,  and  M.H.  Bolender  stated  the  same,  noting  that  it  may  have 
been  the  Haseltine  specimen  that  came  under  his  view.  Thus,  when 
Bolender  s  book  went  to  press  in  1950.  it  was  believed  that  there  was 
just  a  single  coin  extant. 


Since  then,  additional  pieces  have  been  recognized.  BB-182  is  not  only 
remarkable  for  its  rarity,  but  also  for  the  fact  that  all  known  specimens 
show  evidence  of  circulation.  Among  examples  which  have  been  re¬ 
ported,  not  a  single  piece  makes  the  AU  level.  It  appears  that  the  finest 
grade  is  about  EF-40. 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1 800  BB- 1 83  Normal  Date  Rarity  5 


5103 

1800  B-3,  BB-183  Normal  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded 
Genuine.  Our  grade  is  sharpness  of  XF.  Subset  of  PCGS 
it  6887.  Possibly  dipped  or  cleaned  decades  ago  and  now  has 
recovered  to  where  it  ranks  as  a  very  presentable  example 
for  the  die  variety  collector  as  well  as  a  general  "don't  con¬ 
fuse  me  with  details”  buyer,  “I  want  something  that  will  look 
nice  in  my  coin  collection."  It  is  for  the  latter  buyer  that  we 
heartily  recommend  this  turn-of-the-  19th-century  1800-dated 
silver  dollar.  However,  the  variety  collectors  should  take 
note  that  this  is  the  finest  BB-183  seen  by  Dr.  Hesselgesser 
in  his  search  over  6  years.  "I  believe  the  coin  is  much  rarer 
than  is  credited,  i.e.  R-6?” 


Estimated  Value 


$4: 000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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•  •  •  .  •*  >' 


Golden  Toned  1 800  Dollar 


Estimated  Value . $9, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5104 

1800  B-12,  BB-184  Normal  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS 
graded  AU-50.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Marginally  weak  on  the  scroll 
and  Liberty's  upper  hair  waves.  A  choice  coin  over¬ 
all  with  a  wealth  of  underlying  smooth  surface  on 
its  medium  gray  to  light  golden-red  surfaces.  Nicely 
struck  in  areas  away  from  the  centers  (often  the 
case)  with  no  objectionable  features  such  as  marks 
or  spots  on  either  side.  A  lovely  coin.  Just  short  of 
Condition  Census  status.  Pop  1;  2  finer,  1  in  53, 1 
in  55.  (PCGS  #  40070) 


Blue  Toned  1 800  Dollar 


I 


5105 

1800  B-12,  BB-184  Normal  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded 
EF-40.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Lovely  turquoise  blue  iridescence  with  deeper  blue-gray 
to  normal  “old  silver"  patina,  a  right  of  passage  only  a  few 
lucky  early  Silver  Dollars  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
experience.  Bidders  will  also  have  an  experience  trying  to 
wrest  this  away  from  competitors  when  it  comes  up  for  sale. 
The  coin  has  plenty  on  offer  and  would  feel  right  at  home  in 
a  choice  collection  or  U.S.  Type  Set.  Pop  2;  3  finer  for  the 
variety,  1  in  50, 1  in  53, 1  in  55. 

Rarity  ranking:  The  1800  BB-184  dollar  is  fairly  scarce. 
About  201  to  500  are  known  in  all  grades  combined.  As  is 
the  case  with  the  majority  of  1800  Bolender  numbers,  it  is 
typically  seen  in  worn  grades  up  to  and  including  VF.  EF 
specimens  are  very  rare,  AU  pieces  are  rarer  yet.  The  two 
Mint  State  coins  listed  by  Bowers  in  his  encyclopedia  came 
well  before  the  grading  renaissance;  he  lists  them  as  MS-60 
in  the  population  distribution,  but  it  is  not  known  it  they 
would  grade  full  Mint  State  today  (PCGS  #  40070) 


Estimated  Value 


.$5, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Rarity  6  BB- 1 85  Dollar 


5106 

1800  B-20,  BB-185  Normal  Date  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded 
EF-45.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census,  Minor  weakness  in  centers,  as  struck.  Varie¬ 
gated  toning  over  both  sides  with  russet-gold  to  light  steel-blue 
predominant.  The  upper  right  star  on  BB-185  is  in  position 
similar  to  the  obverse  of  the  1804  dollars,  with  two  points 
almost  touching  Y.  This  obverse  was  not  known  to  Haseltine 
when  he  compiled  his  Type-Table  in  1881.  Obverse  die  used  to 
strike  BB-185  only. 

On  the  reverse,  die  flaws  show  at  top  and  to  right  of  ES,  eas¬ 
ily  identifying  this  die  which  was  also  used  for  BB-186  and 
BB- 1 87.  Lower  right  serif  of  F  is  extremely  close  to  or  touches 
cloud  8:  the  only  reverse  of  1800  with  this  characteristic. 
Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1800  BB-185.  BB-186.  and  BB-187, 
possibly  in  that  order. 

Only  about  13  to  30  are  known  of  the  1800  BB-185.  believed 
to  be  the  rarest  variety  of  the  year.  Bolender  knew  of  only  a 
single  undamaged  specimen  of  this  variety,  stating  it  was  “as 
rare  as  an  1804."  Since  that  time,  other  examples  have  come  to 

light.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 
40071) 


Estimated  Value . $10, 000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection . 
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Finest  Graded  BB- 1  ar>  At  pcr.s 


5107 

1800  B-4,  BB-186  Normal  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded 
AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  A  satiny  matte-like  specimen 
with  choice  gray  color  over  semi-lustrous  fields.  Nicely 
struck  with  just  a  hint  of  weakness  at  the  shoulder  and 
drapery.  There  is  a  small  mark  in  the  field  below  IB 
close  to  the  hair;  otherwise  the  surface  is  remarkable  for 
its  smooth  regularity  and  freedom  from  abrasions.  This 
uniformity  with  the  Dr.  Hesselgesser  coins  is  such  that 
anyone  who  is  familiar  with  the  series  will  see  at  once 
how  extraordinary  it  is!  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for 
the  variety  (PCGS  #  40072) 


Us  I i incited  Value 


$9, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Wonderful  1 800  Mint  Slate  64  Dollar 

. 


138 


1800  B-16,  BB-187  Normal  Date  Rarity  2.  NGC  graded  MS-64.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6887.  Condition  Census.  The  BB-1 87  is  tied 
with  the  BB- 193  as  the  most  frequently  encountered  die  marriage  of  the  year,  with  Bowers  (1993)  estimating  that  there  are  roughly 
501  to  1 ,000  examples  known.  That  is  not  to  say,  however,  that  representatives  of  this  die  pairing  are  even  remotely  available  at  the 
Mint  State  levels  of  preservation,  with  PCGS  certifying  a  handful  of  Uncirculated  near-Gems  specimens.  That  said,  this  coin  ranks  at 
the  very  top  of  the  condition  census  for  the  variety,  which  is  listed  in  Bowers’tome  as  60-60-60-60-55  (multiples),  and  is,  at  this  level 
of  preservation,  conditionally  rare.  One  of  the  most  distinctive  die  marriages  of  the  date,  thanks  to  rampant  as-made  die  flaws  on  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse,  perhaps  the  most  immediately  helpful  diagnostics  are:  1)  The  prominent  as-struck  surface  roughness  at  ES 
in  STATES,  a  texture  that  develops  in  this  die  state  III  into  a  full-fledged  and  somewhat  irregular  die  break:  2)  The  misaligned  rays  of 
stars  10  and  1 1 ;  and  3)  The  double-punched  T  in  UNITED.  For  the  nascent  but  well-heeled  collector,  we  also  note  a  very  slender  as- 
made  die  crack  running  from  the  rim  through  the  second  0  of  the  date,  through  Liberty’s  bust,  near  the  point  of  her  chin,  and  onwards 
to  star  10. 


The  series  specialist  will  straightaway  recognize  this  coin  as  something  truly  remarkable  to  behold.  The  detail  is  virtually  unparalleled 
in  terms  of  any  representative  of  the  die  marriage  we  have  seen.  Each  star,  including  star  number  1 X  has  pinpoint  definition,  while 
Liberty’s  hair  is  flowing  and  textured,  held  back  by  an  intricately  defined  ribbon.  The  eagle  betrays  a  couple  areas  of  striking  incom¬ 
pleteness,  namely  on  its  breast  and  right-facing  wing,  but  these  do  little  to  inhibit  the  grade.  For  a  coin  of  this  size  to  have  born  the 
passage  of  time  with  so  little  deterioration  in  terms  of  handling  is  beyond  belief,  for  these  planchets  almost  always  managed  to  acquire 
a  handful  of  nicks  or  spots  that  would  require  inclusion  in  a  review  such  as  this.  Surrounded  by  all  the  aforementioned  technical  ap 
peal  of  this  coin,  perhaps  the  most  outstanding  feature  is  the  veil  of  toning  that  is  appreciably  prettier  than  almost  any  other  we  have 
seen  on  an  early  Dollar.  At  first  glance,  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  offer  nothing  more  than  a  faintly  mottled  ash-  and  charcoal -gra.\ 
coloration.  However,  when  one  dips  the  coin  into  a  light,  the  surfaces  divulge  an  array  of  golden-orange,  cobalt-blue  and  sea-green 
iridescence,  with  the  reverse  visage  simply  dominated  by  a  swath  of  lovely  golden  amber  tint.  It  is  doubtful  that  a  business-strike  1  son 
Draped  Bust  Dollar,  of  any  variety,  will  again  appear  at  public  auction  so  well  preserved  anytime  soon,  for  this  is  a  simply  staggering 
representative  to  gaze  upon,  and  one  that  is  sure  to  ignite  the  desire  of  countless  collectors.  Fop  I;  none  finer  at  M.i  for  the  >anet>. 


Estimated  Value 


$90. (XV- 1  P 
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I 

; 


Rainbow  Toned  1 800  BB- 1 88  Dollar 


The  1800  BB-188  dollar  is  on  the  scarce 
side.  Perhaps  76  to  200  survive  in  all  grades 
combined.  This  population  is  far  higher  than 
the  number  of  specialists  seeking  them.  Thus, 
there  will  be  no  problem  acquiring  one  for  a 
“type”  price.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for 
the  variety  .  (PCGS  #  40074) 


Estimated  Value . $10, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5109 

1800  B-8,  BB-188  Normal  Date  Rarity  4. 
PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 
6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition 
Census.  A  smooth  light  gray  specimen  with 
a  grand  display  of  deeper  shades  of  the  same 
antique  hue  around  devices  on  both  sides. 
Nicely  struck,  perhaps  not  completely  so  at 
the  Liberty’s  head  and  curls,  but  still  well 
enough  that  its  charm  is  enhanced  immedi¬ 
ately  thereby. 
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5110 

1800  B-5,  BB-189  Normal.  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-45.  Subset  of 
PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  well  toned,  sleek  specimen  with 
lovely  russet  to  mid-level  gray  toning  topping  surfaces  that  support  bold  high¬ 
lights.  Having  that  in  mind  for  the  general  surface  condition,  we  see  as  well  a 
full,  bold  transfer  from  die  to  planchet  notable  in  the  hair  waves  and  eagle.  The 
radials  on  the  stars,  too,  arc  complete.  1  his  is  a  genuine  Plus  tor  the  buyer  ac¬ 
customed  to  choice  coins  and  choice  ones  only,  no  compromises.  Pop  3;  none 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  »  40075) 


Estimated  Value 


$8, 000-UP 
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Finest  PCGS  Graded  BB- 1 90 


5111 

1800  B-10,  BB-190  Wide  Date  Low  8  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6888.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Lots  of 
luster  remains  on  this  smartly  toned  specimen,  a  coin  whose  surface  runs  the  “old  silver" 
look  from  gold  to  gray,  emphasis  on  the  gold  that  shimmers  off  the  surface.  Substantial 
detail  to  the  highpoints  on  this  fine  example  is  a  must  and  this  one  doesn't  disappoint, 
although  an  ineffectual  imprint  was  left  in  a  few  areas  by  the  recoil  of  the  dies.  We  point  to 
the  eagle's  head  and  scroll  nearby  along  with  where  the  right  wing  sticks  out  from  behind 
the  edge  of  the  shield.  All  in  a  days  work  for  Bust  coinage  (of  any  denomination)  from  the 
1800  period,  where  strike  excellence  tended  to  vary  from  one  coin  to  another.  The  fact  Dr. 
H  chose  to  put  this  one  in  his  set  speaks  volumes  about  the  ones  he  did  NOT  choose!  So 
take  heart  when  the  bidding  heats  up  and  a  show  of  hands  starts  advancing  the  price  level. 
Pop  I;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety. 

Estimated  Value . $18, ()()()- UP 

The  l)r.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


'« 
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CAC  Approved  1 800  BB-  \  90  Dollar 


Wide  date,  00  very  wide  apart,  and  the  8  too  low.  The  8th  star  is  close  to  Y,  last  star  not  quite 
so  near  bust.  Star  7  is  distant  from  L,  Star  1  still  farther  from  hair.  Die  clash  marks  in  field 
near  stars  12  and  13,  probably  the  cause  of  the  relapping  (a  rather  unusual  occurrence  among 
1800-dated  dollars)  that  made  the  highest  curl  on  the  head  incomplete.  This  obverse  die  used  to 
strike  1800  BB-190  (earlier  use)  and  BB- 1 9 1  (later  use). 


Among  dollars  of  this  date,  1 800  BB- 1 90  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  issues.  As  many  as  20 1  to 
500  are  believed  to  exist.  Although  the  issue  is  readily  available,  most  known  specimens  are  in 
circulated  grades.  BB-190  is  elusive  AU.  and  in  Mint  State  is  rare.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  58  for  the 

variety  . 


Estimated  Value . $IS,000-UP 


The  l)r.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5112 

1800  B-10,  BB-190  Wide  Date  Low  8  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55+  PQ. 

.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6888.  Condition  Census.  Wonderful  original  toning  graces  both 
sides  of  this  fascinatingly  beautiful  Silver  Dollar  from  the  year  Thomas  Jefferson  ran  for  and 
won  the  Presidential  Election.  The  array  of  rich  old-silver  color  contains  gray  and  a  little  cham¬ 
pagne  gold  with  silver  silvery  sparkle  in  the  accents  around  devices.  A  small  area  of  striking 
weakness  is  seen  at  the  bison's  shoulder  on  the  reverse,  but  the  present  gem  is  still  extraordi¬ 
narily  beautiful.  Obverse  stars  razor-sharp.  Reverse  stars  have  some  that  are  rounded  on  their 
tops,  and  the  only  area  which  might  be  considered  less  than  full  is  the  right  wing  as  the  viewer 
looks  at  it  where  it  joins  the  edge  of  the  shield.  There,  the  feathers  have  almost  flattened  out, 
but  in  other  areas,  they  glow,  their  tiny  veins  and  detail  finely  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
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1 800  AMERICAI  Variety  Rarity  5 


5113 


1800  B-ll,  BB-191  Wide  Date  Low  8  AMER¬ 
ICAI  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-50  PQ. 

.Subset  of  PCGS  #  86888.  In 
a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census. 
Another  lustrous  golden  gray  exa  mple  which 
has  grand  overall  eye  appeal.  The  above-average 
strike  complements  this  eye-appeal  and,  some 
might  say,  adds  immeasurably  to  the  appearance. 
Suitable  for  the  finest  Type  set  due  to  the  careful 
consideration  the  consignor  gave  to  its  acquisi¬ 
tion. 

1800  BB-191  dollars  survive  to  the  extent  of 
an  estimated  31  to  75  coins,  ranking  it  among 
the  scarcer  issues  of  a  year  with  many  elusive 
varieties.  The  desirability  of  BB-191  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  AMERICAI  feature  on  the 
reverse,  a  stray  mark  from  a  punch  that  is  in 
the  right  position  to  make  it  appear  (with  some 
imagination)  as  the  letter  I.  hence  AMERICAI. 
Pop  I;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  . 

Estimated  Value . $12, 000-UP 

Ex:  Cardinal  Collection:  Ex:  Joel  Cheek  Collec¬ 
tion;  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection 
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Rainbow  Toned  1 800  AMERICAI  Variety  Dollar 


V 


5114 

1800  B-19,  BB-192  Close  Date  AMERICAI  Rarity  2. 
PCGS  graded  MS-61.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6892.  In  a 
new  secure  plus  holder.  A  significant  offering  of  what  is 
surely  one  of  the  desirable  Condition  Census  examples  j 
of  the  variety.  Warm  golden  gray  surfaces  exhibit 
strong  luster  and  a  satin,  almost  matte-like  quality  ft 
that  really  engages  the  aesthetic  sense  with  its  serene  |! 


The  AMERICAI  variety  is  something  of  a  mystery;  ' 

the  question  is  asked,  what  was  the  cause  ol  the  re- 

verse  die  flaw  that  slightly  resembles  an  wayward  I  in  *  gfc.'j*.  V,.; 

the  field?  Bowers  gives  his  opinion  that  the  stray  mark  ;  yXfcV'y 

is  “perhaps  from  a  punch  or  from  a  stray  piece  of  metal  j  „  ^  \A 

during  the  die  making  process  ...  ."  Breen,  in  his  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  suggested  that  the  errant  letter  might  be  “the  /t'^ 

right  leg  of  a  mostly  effaced  A,"  although  close  examination  ol 
the  mark  indicates  that  this  is  not  the  case.  Whatever  the  reason, 
the  desirability  of  this  variety  has  continued  to  this  day.  BB-192  is  the 
more  common  of  the  two  AMERICAI  1 800  dollar  varieties,  though  both 
are  legitimately  rare  in  Mint  State.  Rich,  satiny  luster  blankets  both  sides  of  this 
boldly  impressed  early  dollar.  Those  seeking  a  high  end  specimen  of  this  popula 
prudently  watch  to  the  current  offering.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  var 


4  40082) 

Estimated  Value 


$40,000-  UP 


The  Or,  Heaselgesser  Collection . 


Evenlv  Toned  I  Sft 1  RR->  i  i  Hollar 


1801  B-l,  BB-211  Wide  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6893.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  A  spanking  fresh  About  Uncirculated  specimen  of  the  optimum  quality  for  this  ac¬ 
tively  collected  design.  Smooth  fields  blend  effortlessly  with  pale  gray  highlights  on  the  satin  surfaces.  Further¬ 
more,  this  is  a  well-struck  example  with  good  details.  It  has  no  bothersome  abrasions  or  points  of  wear.  It  has, 
indeed,  the  hallmark  of  Dr.  Hesselgesser's  infallible  eagle-eye  for  quality:  utter  charm  and  beauty!  Pop  1;  none 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  . 


Die  characteristics:  The  distance  from  1  in  date  to  curl  is  about  the  same  as  the  distance  from  star  8  to  upper 
right  serif  of  Y.  The  so-called  Wide  Date,  most  space  between  180,  the  01  closest;  this  traditional  nomenclature 
is  only  useful  if  you  have  a  Close  Date  (BB-214)  on  hand  with  which  to  compare  it.  The  first  1  not  very  close  to 
curl.  The  last  1  about  as  far  from  bust  as  first  1  is  from  curl.  Star  8  close  to  Y.  Other  three  key  stars-7,  1 ,  and  1 3- 
are  distant  from  L,  hair,  and  bust.  Small  dot  to  left  of  center  dot.  Right  serif  of  I  is  level  with  left  serif  of  B  (on 
BB-214,  the  serif  of  B  is  higher).  The  obverse  die  used  to  strike  1801  BB-21 1  (earliest  use),  BB-212  (interme¬ 
diate  use),  and  BB-21 3  (latest  use)  (PCGS  #  40083) 


Estimated  Value . $I8.()00-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselfiesser  Collection. 
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Attractive  1800  BB- 1  <).{  PCC.S  A1I-SX  Dollar 


5116 

1800  B-13,  BB-193  Normal  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS 
graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6687.  In  a  new  se¬ 
cure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  satiny  specimen 
with  luster  that  practically  leaps  from  the  surfaces; 
only  the  highest  points  of  the  design  show  friction. 
Fairly  widespread  traces  of  champagne  toning  share 
a  lively  intercourse  with  some  russet,  dusky  lavender 
and  gray-blue  accents  over  the  reverse,  and  serve  to 
bring  out  the  fullness  of  strike  and  extraordinary  eye 
appeal  of  this  handsome  About  Uncirculated  58.  The 
same  interaction  will  occur  among  bidders  when  they 
jostle  and  vie  for  ownership  rights  at  the  time  when 
bids  are  taken.  This  coin  was  considered  the  old  B-18 
which  is  now  known  as  B-13.  Die  State  HI.  Pop  I; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40077) 


Estimated  Value 


$  IS, (KM)- UP 


147 


Ex:  Flam  lagan  Collection:  The  Dr.  Hesxelgesxcr  Col¬ 
lect  ion. 


Rainbow  Toned  1 800  BB- 1 93  Dollar 


| 


5117 

1800  B-13,  BB-193  Normal  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Subset  of 
PCGS  #  6887.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  This  is  a  strongly 
struck  example,  with  excellent  detail  to  all  the  important  high  points:  a  needle- 
sharp  obverse  paired  to  a  wholesomely  bold  reverse.  Where  usually  one  finds  flat 
detail,  every  point  on  the  design  rises  into  fullness.  Where  sometimes  you’ll  see  the 
add  on  "with  the  possible  exception  of  these  regions  (standard  for  the  issue)”,  we 
are  thrilled  to  say  that  no  such  add  on  is  required.  A  solid  coin,  then,  with  areas  of 
luster  remaining. 

1800  BB-193,  as  we  know  the  variety  today,  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  dollars  of 
the  year,  and  is  about  tied  with  BB-187  as  the  most  common.  An  estimated  76  to 
200  are  known.  In  the  present  text,  the  population  of  BB-193  includes  what  used 
to  be  called  Bolender-18.  from  the  same  dies,  but  a  later  state  with  clashing.  Today, 
specialists  recognize  Bolender-18  as  simply  a  later  die  state  of  BB-193.  This  coin 
was  considered  B-13  all  along.  The  rare  Die  State  I.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  58  for  the 
variety  (PCGS  #40077) 

Estimated  Value .  $15, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Famous  Dotted  Date  1 800  BB- 1 04  Hollar 


V 


5118 

1800  B-14,  BB-194  Dotted  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS 
#  6889.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Lustrous  frosty  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  balanced  light-silver  highlights.  Nearly  full  hair  and  shoulder  details 
on  Liberty’s  profile;  the  same  standard  for  excellence  is  everywhere  present  on  the 
reverse  as  well,  though  we  must  make  note  of  some  weakness  in  the  feathers  on  the 
right  wing  and  on  portions  of  the  eagle’s  head  and  scroll.  A  truly  first-rate  example 
in  its  grade,  one  from  the  fashionable  year  of  1800. 


Dotted  date,  that  is,  curious  die  breaks  or  cracks  are  visible  inside  and  above  first  O 
in  date.  Tiny  dot-like  die  breaks  appear  in  many  other  places,  particularly  between  ^ 
L  and  I,  under  nose,  before  chin,  below  first  star,  and  under  the  6th  and  7th  stars. 

The  steel  used  to  make  this  die  must  have  been  defective.  Star  8  is  closer  to  the 
Y  than  star  13  is  from  the  bust.  Star  7  is  a  little  farther  from  L,  and  star  1  is  very 
distant  from  hair,  over  3  mm.  On  the  left,  stars  2  and  3  are  closer  together  than  are 
any  others;  1-2  and  34  are  farther  apart  than  are  any  others  and  are  also  misaligned 
in  relation  to  each  other.  On  the  right,  stars  8-9  are  farther  apart  than  are  any  others. 
Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1800  BB- 194  only. 


On  the  reverse,  only  12  arrows  show  plainly;  the  13th  arrow  is  much  smaller  and 
almost  hidden,  and  appears  faintly  as  the  3rd  shaft  from  the  left.  Leaf  points  to 
center  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Point  of  star  touches  point  of  lower  part  of  eagle's  beak, 
and  point  of  upper  part  of  beak  shuts  down  on  top  side  of  same  star  point.  All  upper 
stars  touch  clouds  decidedly,  except  that  under  cloud  7  which  barely  misses.  Die  dot 
between  second  and  third  upper  stars  from  right.  ME  touch  at  base.  A  over  cloud  3 
and  area  between  clouds  3  and  4.  Tip  of  arrowhead  under  right  side  of  right  upright 
of  U  in  UNITED.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40078) 


Esl i mat cd  Value 


Ex:  Flannagaii  Collection;  I  he  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection 


Lovely  1800  BB-195  Dollar 


- .  w 


5119 

1800  B-15,  BB-195  Draped  Bust  10  Arrows 
Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  (  \C  Vpproud. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  6891 .  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  A  beaming  About  Uncir¬ 
culated  55  specimen  rolling  in  unbeatable  original¬ 
ity  that  emits  boldly  beneath  rustic  gray  highlights. 
Possessed  of  a  much  better-quality  strike  than  is 
normally  found  for  a  dollar  struck  this  year,  all  of 
Liberty's  hair  waves  show  their  finest  detail.  All  ob¬ 
verse  stars  are  also  complete.  The  reverse  concerns 
collectors  the  most  since  this  is  where  poor  strikes 
show  immediately.  We  can  reassure  everyone  that 
this  specimen  has  the  requisite  strike  to  satisfy  just 
about  everyone.  We  do  not  a  small  diagonal  mark  in 
line  with  the  diagonal  of  the  N  in  UNUM  but  bar¬ 
ring  this,  the  surface  is  remarkable  for  its  smooth, 
abrasion-free  appearance.  Don't  miss  this  one!  Pop 
1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  .  (PCGS  # 
40080) 

Estimated  Value . $15, 000-UP 

Ex:  Cardinal  Collection;  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Col¬ 
lection  . 


150 


20 

00  B-17,  BB-196  Draped  Bust  12  Arrows  Rarity 
PCGS  graded  MS-62.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6890.  In 
ew  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Lovely 
ty  toning  with  iridescent  gold  and  blue  around 
BERTY.  Lustrous  and  lovely  elsewhere,  as  well,  a 
sted  and  extremely  sharp  coin  showing  bold  detail 
the  eagle's  breast  feathers  and  only  the  lightest 
jgestions  of  weak  detail  along  the  upper  edge  of 
■  right  wing  near  the  shield.  Free  of  scratches,  also 
stains,  and  best  of  all  no  heavy  marks.  The  dies 
•  lightly  clashed.  A  series  of  fine  cracks  are  pres- 
:.  including  the  arc  crack  from  star  six  to  ribbon 
it  defines  the  die  state.  The  Bowers  reference  states 
ensus  that  includes  only  two  Mint  State  coins  and 
a  graded  AU-55  with  AU  specimens  described 
in  the  rare  category,  and  Mint  State  coins  are 
.eedingly  rare.’” 

iw  fitting  that  this  impressive  Mint  State  62  graded 
PCGS  is  available  now  for  purchase  as  part  of  the 
eemed  Dr.  Hesselgcsser  collection! 

ricty  Notes:  BB-196  represents  one  of  the  varieties 
1  1800  featuring  a  rather  distinctive  date  format. 

tibverse,  there  is  a  plain  die  line  slanting 

rd  from  the  left  side  ol  the  lower  part  ol  the 
1  in  the  date.  In  addition,  on  all  but  those 
specimens  from  the  early,  prc-clashcd  die 
re  is  a  visible  raised  collar  along  1  .iberly  s 


The  Finest  Known  l  koo  bb-  i  hollar 


neck, 
ex¬ 
tend¬ 
ing 

about  half 
the  length 
of  her  bust. 

The  reverse,  as 
expected,  generally 
displays  a  curved  clash 
mark  running  the  OF.  However,  what 
makes  this  variety  most  collectible  for  specialists  is 
the  fact  that  the  eagle  holds  just  1 2  arrows.  The  BB- 
196  variety  has  been  given  its  own  separate  Redbook 
listing,  as  the  12  Arrows  type.  Pop  1;  none  finer 
at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Finest  Known  (PCGS  # 
40079) 


Estimated  Value . $40,000-  VP 


Ex:  Cardinal  Collection ;  I  lie  Dr.  Hesselgesser  (  id¬ 
le  ct  ion. 
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1801  B-2,  BB-212  Wide  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  MS-63.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6893.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census.  The  point  of  the  leftmost  arrowhead  is  under  the  left  edge  of  the  left  serif  of  N  in  UNITED.  The  point 
of  upper  part  of  eagle’s  beak  touches  down  on  a  point  of  a  star  slightly  back  from  extreme  star  point.  Only  12  arrows  show 
plainly  (13th  faintly  shows,  but  is  difficult  to  find).  First  A  in  AMERICA  touches  third  feather,  and  is  connected  by  die  crack 
to  4th  feather.  Leaf  points  more  towards  left  corner  of  base  of  I  in  AMERICA. 

The  same  hub  used  to  produce  this  reverse  was  also  employed  to  make  Reverse  X  and  Reverse  Y  for  the  1801-2-34  novodel 
series  (see  Chapter  6).  It  had  12  arrows,  instead  of  the  correct  13.  Whenever  this  hub  was  used,  the  13th  arrow  was  added  by 
hand,  always  with  a  light  impression  from  a  separate  punch. 

Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1801  (intermediate  state)  BB-212;  1802/1  BB-231  (early  state)  and  BB-232  (early  state);  1802 
BB-241  (slightly  advanced  intermediate  state);  and  1803  BB-253  (if  it  exists)  and  BB-254  (slightly  advanced  intermediate 
state),  and  BB-255  (terminal  state).  (Note:  Die  progression  study  reveals  that  1801  BB-212  was  struck  after  1802/1  BB-231 
and  BB-232.  but  before  1803  BB-254  and  1803  BB-255;  thus  it  was  not  struck  before  1802.) 


The  population  of  1 80 1  BB-2-1 2  is  about  20 1  to  500.  or  about  the  same  as  1801  BB-2 1 1 .  These  two  varieties  are  the  two 
most  populous  of  the  year.  However,  of  the  tour  business  strike  varieties  of  the  date,  none  is  a  rarity. 


Examples  are  quite  rare  AU  or  finer.  Bowers  knew  of  no  Uncirculated  specimen  coming  on  the  market  in  recent  decades. 
"Perhaps  some  coins  listed  in  that  grade  many  years  ago  will  resurface  to  be  graded  by  today  s  interpretations,  and  some 
future  edition  of  this  book  will  list  them.  The  Winsor-Mills  coin  probably  does  qualify,  and  in  the  Condition  Census  I 
arbitrarily  assign  the  grade  of  MS-63  to  it."  Marvelous  proollike  surfaces  emphasize  the  exceptional  strike  very  well. Pop  2; 

none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  H  40084) 


Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hessel^esser  Collection. 


i 


Beautiful  PCGS  MS62  1 800  BB-2  1 3  Dollar 


154 


5122 

1801  B-3,  BB-213  Wide  Date  Broken  T  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  MS-62.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6893. 

In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Although  uniformly  lustrous  within  and  around  the 
device,  the  fields  are  slightly  deeper  gray  than  the  devices  on  both  sides.  Pale  tan-gray  iridescence 
is  noted  throughout,  but  the  overall  appearance  is  one  of  brilliance.  Here,  too,  we  are  struck  by  the 
nice,  convincing  design  detail  for  all  areas  of  this  important  coin  with  not  even  the  slightest  amount  of 
flatness  on  the  hair  or  eagle.  Just  when  the  Mint  got  its  act  together  to  produce  high-quality  work,  the 
series  was  within  two  years  of  its  demise!  How  regrettable  that  it  wasn't  continued  for  many  years  to 
come. 

About  201  to  500  examples  are  known  of  the  1801  BB-213  dollar  today.  This  is  just  slightly  more 
available  than  BB-214,  and  each  of  these  two  varieties  is  less  abundant  than  1801  BB-21 1  and  BB- 
212.  Again,  the  issue  is  scarce  in  higher  grades.  Although  a  number  of  Mint  State  coins  have  crossed 
the  block,  these  date  from  before  1986  when  the  change  in  grading  interpretations  took  place. 

It  is  the  reverse  that  is  important  on  BB-213.  A  point  of  the  star  touches  outside  of  upper  part  of 
eagle’s  beak.  Right  foot  of  all  T’s  missing,  the  result  of  a  broken  punch  (apparently,  this  die  was  made 
immediately  after  the  die  for  1801  BB-214,  which  has  a  partially  broken  lower  right  serif).  A  touches 
3rd  feather  only.  13  arrows.  AM  joined  at  base.  E  extremely  close  (Bolender  said  it  is  joined).  Leaf 
touches  1  in  AMERICA  slightly  right  of  center  of  base.  Star  under  cloud  7  double  punched  (an  inter¬ 
esting  error,  but  a  rare  one;  it  is  a  wonder  that  more  stars  were  not  double  punched  c.  1798-1803). 


Note:  As  1801  BB-213  was  struck  after  1801  BB-212  (per  obverse  die  state  evidence),  and  as  1801 
BB-21 2  was  struck  no  earlier  than  1802,  it  follows  that  1801  BB-213  was  also  struck  no  earlier  than 
1802.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1801  BB-213  only.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety 
(PCGS  #40085) 


Estimated  Value 


$40.ooo-  ur 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Nicely  Toned  1 80 1  Rust  Dollar 


5123 

1801  B-4,  BB-214  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  C  U  Approved.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6893.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  An  incandescent  and  sparkling  coin  whose  satiny  beauty  comes  with  fully  defined 
design  features  plus  a  torrent  of  varying  luster  underneath  the  light  to  medium  gray  toning.  It  is  easy  to  see  this  piece  was 
delivered  a  hard  blow  by  the  dies  on  the  screw  press,  or  as  some  researchers  believe,  the  dies  might  have  been  nearly  new 
and  carefully  set  in  the  equipment  to  impart  the  requisite  force,  and  boy  was  the  force  imparted  and  the  sharpness  revealed 
on  the  struck  planchet!  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  . 

- 

Die  note:  The  distance  from  I  in  date  to  curl  is  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  distance  from  star  8  to  upper  right  serif  of  Y.  So-called 
Close  Date,  figures  evenly  spaced.  The  first  1  is  very  close  to  curl,  the  last  1  in  date  distant  from  bust.  The  8th  star  is  about 
as  near  to  Y  as  last  star  is  from  bust,  slightly  under  1  mm.  Star  7  is  about  1 .5  mm.  distant  from  L,  and  star  1  is  about  the 
same  distance  from  curl.  Right  serif  of  1  is  lower  than  left  serif  of  B  (on  BB-21 1  through  BB-214,  the  serifs  arc  level). 
Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1801  BB-214  only  (PCGS  #  4086) 

Estimated  Value . $ 1 5,000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Lovely  Toned  1802/1  Hollar 


5124 

1802/1  B-l,  BB-231  Close  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  ft  40090. 
In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Close  date,  02  closer  than  other  figures.  The  8 
centered  between  1  and  0  but  too  low.  "Pocket  at  throat  and  collar  at  neckline,  at  base  on 
most  (but  not  all),  a  product  of  die  clashing.  The  1  is  very  close  to  lowest  curl,  but  does  not 
quite  touch.  A  "dot”  is  before  upper  lip.  under  nose  (visible  only  on  high-grade  coins).  On  the 
left,  star  pairs  1-2  and  2-3  are  closer  together  than  are  star  pairs  56  and  6-7.  Obverse  die  used 
to  strike  1802/1  BB-231  only. 


A  fully  struck  example  with  a  light  overlay  of  ice-blue  iridescence  in  a  couple  of  areas  and 
more  encompassing  champagne  gold  throughout.  Destined  lor  a  fine  collection.  1  op  1.  hoik 

finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  ft  40091) 


Estimate 


rd  Value . . 


Ex:  Cardinal  Collection:  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1 802/1  Rarity  4  Dollar 


I 
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1802/1  B-4,  BB-232  Close  Date  Rarity  4. 
PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Subset  of  PCGS  # 

40090.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  A  bright 
and  gleaming  AU58  whose  abundance  of  luster 
seems  poised  to  detonate  like  a  Fourth  of  July 
sparkler,  plus  we  find  a  touch  of  faint  dusky  gold 
toning  enhances  the  sense  of  originality,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  obverse.  Adequately  struck  with 
nearly  full  details  on  both  sides.  Definitely  world 
class  league.  Pop  2;  2  finer  for  the  variety,  1  in 
62,  1  in  62-k  (PCGS  #40092) 


Estimated  Value 


$12, 000- UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


158 


1802/1  BB-233  PCC.S  At  [-50  Hollar 


5126  (si 

1802/1  B-2,  BB-233  Wide  Date  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-  ' 

50.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40090.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Con- 
dition  Census.  Well  detailed  for  this  more  difficult  late-in-the-  V.  |\ 
game  issue,  with  light  silver  accenting  on  the  devices,  medium  v 
silver-gray  in  the  fields,  and  deeper  old-silver  or  antique  shades 
surrounding  the  stars  and  legends;  all  these  add  significantly  to 
the  attraction  of  this  nearly  mark-free  specimen. 


Only  about  76  to  200  are  known  of  1802/1  BB-233.  Speci¬ 
mens  appear  on  the  market  with  about  the  same  frequency  as 
BB-23 1 ,  which  isn't  that  often.  As  is  the  case  with  the  BB-23 1 . 
all  are  nearly  always  found  in  lower  grades.  AU  specimens  are 
great  rarities,  and  it  may  be  the  case  that  no  Mint  State  coins 
survive.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 
40093) 

Estimated  Value . 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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$10, 000-UP 


1802/1  PCGSMS61  Dollar 


5127 

1802/1  B-3,  BB-234  Wide  Date  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  MS-61.  Subset  of  PCC.S  #  40090.  In  a  new 


secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  A  marvelously  toned  and  well-struck  specimen,  boasting  beautiful 
milk-gray  shades  smoothly  spreading  across  lustrous  surfaces.  Excellent  technical  quality  and  aesthetic 
charm,  what’s  more,  the  overdate  is  bold  to  the  unaided  eye.  Free  from  nicks  and  marks  unless  you  want 
to  make  note  of  a  small  diagonal  line  below  the  M  of  UNUM  on  the  reverse.  Deserves  mention  as  a  No¬ 
table  Specimen  in  the  next  edition  of  Bowers/Borckhardt.  Another  connoisseur-quality  coin  from  The  Dr. 
Hesselgesser  Collection  that  will  be  long  be  remembered. 

Variety  Notes:  BB-234  represents  one  of  five  varieties  for  1 802  featuring  the  an  overstruck  date,  with  the 
numeral  2  punched  overtop  of  a  previously  punched  numeral  1.  On  this  obverse,  the  numerals  are  widely 
spaced  (with  0  and  2  clearly  separated),  and  the  top  left  edge  of  the  under-digit  numeral  1  is  clearly  vis¬ 
ible  as  being  positioned  somewhat  to  the  right  of  the  left  edge  of  the  numeral  2.  BB-234  (along  with  BB- 
233  and  BB-235,  which  bear  similar  widely-spaced  dates),  falls  under  the  Redbook  listing  for  the  1802/1 
overdate/Wide  date.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  63  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40094) 

Estimated  Value . ; $30  000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1802/1  BB-235  Rarity  5 


t-m 


5128 


1802/1  B-9,  BB-235  Wide  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS 
#  40090.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Light  to  medium  gray  with 
pleasant  russet  undertones.  A  smooth-surfaced  beauty.  Having  that  in  mind  for  the  origi¬ 
nal  condition  which  buyers  will  see  is  quite  out  of  the  ordinary,  we  see  as  well  a  full, 
bold  transfer  from  die  to  planchet  notable  in  the  hair  waves  and  drapery,  with  some  mar¬ 
ginal  weakness  on  the  eagle's  neck  and  wing  edges.  The  shield,  however,  display  almost 
complete  stripes  and  lies  in  the  chief  (the  horizontal  portion  of  the  heraldic  device). 


The  1802/1  BB-235  is  the  rarest  overdate  of  the  year  as  well  as  the  rarest  of  all  1802  va¬ 
rieties.  Only  about  31  to  75  are  estimated  to  be  known.  It  may  mean  that  no  Mint  State 
specimen  exists,  meaning  this  AU53  might  be  the  finest  known.  Unknown  to  Haseltine 
in  1881.  and  to  other  early  scholars,  this  obverse  and  die  combination  was  discovered 
by  M.H.  Bolender  in  the  Marmaduke  Fox  Collection  in  1950  after  the  plates  to  his 
book  went  to  press,  but  before  the  text  was  printed.  Once  the  variety  was  announced, 
specimens  started  “coming  out  of  the  woodwork."  as  the  listing  below  indicates.  Pop  1; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40095) 


Estimated  Value 


$12, 000-UP 


Ex:  Cardinal  Collection:  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Untoned  1 802  BB-24 1  Dollar 


I 


5129 

1802  B-6,  BB-241  Close  Date  Rarity  1.  PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset 
of  PCGS  #  40087.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Among  the  more  sharply 
defined  late  issues  in  the  series,  this  scintillating  example  breaks  the  trend 
from  1798-1800  and  displays  uncommon  sharpness  on  all  including  the 
highest  points  of  the  design.  Even  the  normal  softness  on  the  eagle  and 
scroll  is  absent.  Both  sides  are  graced  by  original  toning.  Pop  2;  2  finer  in 
65  for  the  variety  (PCGS  #  40088) 

Estimated  Value . $8, 000-  UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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5130 

1802  B-6,  BB-241  Close  Date  Rarity  1.  PCGS 
graded  VF-30.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40087.  In  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  This  is  a  shimmering,  silver-col¬ 
ored  specimen  with  some  colorful  accents  hugging  the 
rim,  possibly  pointing  to  long  storage  in  one  of  those 
old  Wayte  Raymond  folders  that  were  around  in  the 
1940s.  The  slightly  light  strike  is  still  impressive  for 
the  series  and  both  sides  are  typically  smooth  for  the 
grade,  given  Dr.  H's  penchant  for  cherrypicking  only 
the  best  specimens.  A  tip  of  the  hat  to  our  consignor, 
he  deserves  many  (PCGS  it  40088) 


Estimated  Value 


Nicely  Toned  I SQ2  Dollar 

« 


1802  BB-242  Dollar  Rarity  5 


•  n- 


5131 

1802  B-5,  BB-242  Wide  Date  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  40087.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder. 
Condition  Census.  Peripheral  russet  and  gray  toning  lessens  to  natural  dove  grade  in  the  field  on  both  sides.  At  the  moment 
when  luster  is  a  key  determinant  of  the  grade  of  a  high-class  AU-58  like  this,  it  goes  without  saying  the  devices  should  also 
be  struck  boldly  by  the  dies.  And  here,  the  coin  is  bold  throughout.  No  compromises  here.  The  coin,  whose  photos  show  only 
half  the  beauty  of  the  piece,  is  truly  one  in  a  million  that  collectors  will  esteem  to  buy  if  at  all  possible. 

With  an  estimated  population  of  only  31  to  75  specimens,  1802  BB-242  is  at  once  the  rarest  (by  far)  non-overdated  1802,  and 
the  second  rarest  (after  1802/1  BB-235)  variety  of  the  year.  In  1881,  this  was  the  only  variety  of  1802  that  Haseltine  desig¬ 
nated  as  rare. 

Normal  date.  Base  of  T  in  LIBERTY  perfect.  These  two  characteristics,  used  together,  are  diagnostic  for  the  variety.  On  this 
reverse  (used  again  and  again  in  different  die  marriages,  see  below,  the  point  of  the  leftmost  arrowhead  is  under  the  center  of 
the  left  upright  of  the  N  in  UNITED.  There  is  a  “spur”  on  the  curved  part  of  D.  Leaf  points  under  center  of  1  in  AMERICA. 
Point  of  a  star  touches  the  outside  of  upper  part  of  eagle’s  beak  slightly  above  beak  s  point.  This  long-lived  die  was  mated 
with  obverses  dated  1801 ,  1802,  and  1803.  Letters  T  in  UNITED  and  STATES  have  lower  right  serif  partially  broken.  Appar¬ 
ently,  this  die  was  made  immediately  before  the  die  used  to  coin  the  reverse  of  1801  BB-213,  which  has  the  lower  right  serif 
completely  missing.  Die  progression  evidence  indicates  that  1801  BB-214  was  struck  no  cailiei  than  1S()_. 

Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1801  BB-214  (typically  with  crack  from  border  toward  cloud  6);  1802/1  BB  233  (perfect:  first  use 
of  the  die)  BB-234  (die  relapped,  cloud  6  mostly  missing,  some  arrowheads  disconnected;  some  with  clash  mark  from  cloud 
5  to  border  above  O),  and  BB-235;  1 802  BB-242  (spur  on  D  from  now  on);  1 803  BB-25 1  (relapped,  struck  before  BB-252) 

and  BB-252  (relapped,  struck  after  BB-25 1 ).  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  Finest  Known  (PCGS  # 

40089) 


Estimated  Value, 


$25, 000-UP 


Ex:  Warren  Miller  Collection  (sold privately  to  the  Cardinal  Collection):  Ex:  Cardinal  Collection:  The  Dr.  Hexselgesser  Col- 

lection. 


I 


Well  Struck  1 803  Dollar 

..  '  -t  -,a  '  v  \ -  I 


5132 

1803  B-l,  BB-251  Small  3  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded 
AU-50  PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6900.  In  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Condition  Census.  Previously  graded  AU53  by 
NGC.  A  small  mark  on  the  neck;  lovely  golden  russet 
on  a  fine  layer  of  medium  gray  patina,  with  each  side 
complementing  the  other  in  terms  of  color,  surface  integ¬ 
rity,  and  strike  detail. 

The  1 803  BB-251  dollar  is  scarce.  Probably,  about  76  to 
200  exist  totally,  just  enough  to  make  it  a  challenge  for 
the  advanced  collector  to  find.  EF  coins  are  scarce,  AU 
pieces  are  very  rare  (if,  indeed,  any  more  than  these  exist 
—  see  below),  and  Mint  State  specimens  have  not  been 
seen.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS 
# 40096) 

Estimated  Value . $10, 000-  UP 


166 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Evenly  Toned  1 803  Dollar 


>~ 


5133 

1803  B-5,  BB-252  Small  3  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6900.  In  a  new  secure 
plus  holder.  A  splendid  dove-gray  specimen  with  even,  mar-free  surfaces  that  show  amazing  purity  and 
lack  of  deterioration -despite  over  208  years  since  it  was  minted!  With  such  gorgeous  surfaces,  it  confirms 
the  grade  that  the  coin  is  struck  with  mathematical  precision  by  the  dies. 

Thin  top  to  3,  the  3  too  high.  Figures  of  date  all  close.  Stars  8  and  13  are  about  equidistant  from  Y  and 
bust,  and  much  closer  than  stars  1  and  7  are  from  hair  and  L. 

With  an  estimated  population  of  201  to  500  coins,  1803  BB-252  is  the  second  most  plentiful  variety  of 

this  year.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety  (PCGS  if  40097) 

Estimated  Value . 

The  Hr.  Hesse  Igesser  Collection. 
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$10, 000-UP 


imiii 


CAC  Approved  1 80,t  Rust  Dollar 


5134 

1803  B-4,  BB-254  Small  3  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  6900.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Prooflike 
surfaces.  Identifiable  (for  purists)  by  a  small  diagonal  mark  at  UNUM  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Otherwise,  the  surfaces  virtually  devoid  of  marks  of  any  kind,  certainly  any 
that  you  d  notice  at  first  glance  or  those  affecting  the  appearance/grade.  Splendid 
old-world  silver-gray  color  freezes  for  all  time  the  serene  beauty  of  the  piece. 

Condition  Census:  58-55.  About  201  to  500  examples  are  known  of  1803  BB-254. 
placing  it  squarely  in  the  scarce  or  rare  class.  Most  specimens  are  in  lower  grades, 
with  VF  being  about  par.  Examples  exist  through  and  including  the  AU  categories. 
Whether  any  Mint  State  coins  exist  as  per  stringent  present-day  grading  interpreta¬ 
tions  is  a  matter  for  debate. 

The  pressman  was  doing  his  job  well  when  BB-254  dollars  were  struck,  as  these 
are  usually  sharp.  Higher  grade  pieces  are  sometimes  seen  with  prooflike  surfaces. 
However,  “higher  grade"  in  this  instance  is  apt  to  mean  AU,  as  noted,  for  no  Mint 
State  coins  have  come  to  our  attention.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  vari¬ 
ety  (PCGS  #  40099) 


Estimated  Value 


$18, 000-  UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Boldly  Struck  I KQ3  Dollar 


5135 

1803  B-6,  BB-255  Large  3  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  Subset  of  PCGS  #  6901  In  a 
new  secure  plus  holder.  Lovely  medium  gray  with  light  variation  in  the  saturation  of  the  color.  A 
strictly  original  coin.  How  could  it  be  otherwise,  given  the  source  ot  this  and  the  othei  magnifi¬ 
cent  dollars  in  the  collection!  Graceful  underlying  clear  surfaces  without  marks  supports  the 
tonins.  A  pleasing  example  of  the  date,  fully  struck,  with  great  detail  in  the  hair  curls  and  ribbon 
bow,  the  drapery  and  all  obverse  legends,  as  well  as  the  eagle,  shield  and  the  reverse  legends. 
One  and  all,  a  very  presentable  coin  for  the  sharp-eyed  buyer. 

With  about  501  to  1 ,000  specimens  are  known  of  1803  BB-255.  this  is  about  as  plentiful  as 
1802  BB-241 ,  and.  like  it.  the  Large  3  1803  BB-255  dominates  its  year  —  accounting  lor  more 
coins  than  all  other  die  varieties  of  1803  combined.  Up  to  10  Mint  States  exist.  That  distinction 
goes  to  BB-252,  however,  for  scarcity  in  Mint  condition  for  reasons  not  understood  today.  Pop 

I ;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  .  (PCGS  ft  40101) 


Estimated  Value 


$ 18,000-UP 


H>u 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


1803  BB-256  HighRarifvB 


5136 

1803  B-3,  BB-256  Small  3  High  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  AU-53.  Subset  of 
PCGS  #  6900.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Condition  Census.  Prooflike.  A  well- 
centered,  medium-gray  toned  AU58  with  deeper  color  toning  at  the  rim  on  both 
sides.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  just  a  hint  of  weakness  at  the  center  of  the  scroll. 


Thin  top  to  3,  position  of  3  similar  to  1803  BB-251 ,  but  star  8  is  more  distant  from 
Y.  Close  date.  On  the  left,  stars  1  and  2  are  more  widely  separated  than  are  any 
others.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1803  BB-256  only. 


The  1803  BB-256  is  the  second  rarest  die  variety  of  the  year  (after  BB-253,  if 
BB-253  exists).  Bowers  puts  an  estimate  of  13  to  20  known  in  his  encyclopedia. 
“Examples  seldom  surface  on  the  market.  This  issue  is  one  that  the  specialist 
would  be  well  advised  to  acquire  in  any  condition,  using  leisure  time  to  upgrade  if 
the  opportunity  is  presented. 


"In  his  1881  Type-Table,  J.W.  Haseltine  called  this  variety  extremely  rare,  but 
did  not  inform  the  reader  whether  an  extremely  rare  coin  was  more  or  less  popu¬ 
lous  than  an  excessively  rare  one.”  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety  (PCGS  # 
40100) 


Estimated  Value . $25 ,000-UP 

The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Rare  1 803  BB-256  Dollar 
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5137 

1803  B-3,  BB-256  Small  3  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  VF-35. 

Subset  of  PCGS  #  6900.  In  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pleasing 
surfaces  show  a  minor  degree  of  wear  from  circulation  yet  escape A  ^ 
the  noxious  problems  that  arise  on  many  early  1 9th  century  silvr-  ' 
coins  such  as  marks  or  corrosion.  None  of  that.  And  the  coin 
is  nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  most  reverse  details  present, 
though  nothing  approaching  “full”  can  be  said.  Fully  struck  coins 
are  rare  (PCGS  #40100) 

Estimated  Value . ....$8, 000-UP 


The  Dr.  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


5138 

Super-deluxe  leather  bound  edition  of  the  Dr.  Hesselgesser 
Collection.  There  are  only  3  copies  of  this  catalog.  One  for  our 
consignor,  one  for  our  library  and  the  final  copy  will  go  to  the 
high  bidder.  All  proceeds  from  this  lot  will  go  to  the  Young  Nu¬ 
mismatists  program  for  the  ANA. 

Estimated  Value . $3, 000-UP 


K) 


SEPTEMBER  5,  20m 
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This  concludes  The  Dr.  Hesselgesser 
Collection  of  Early  Silver  Dollars. 

Please  see  Ihe  main  catalog  for  more  Early  Dollars 
that  are  not  part  of  this  collection. 


The  following  37  lots  were  sold  in  the  Dr.  Hesselgesser 
Collection  of  Early  Dollars  Part  1 ,  and  are  shown  here  for 
reference  and  completeness  of  collection. 
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Historic  1 794  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1794  B-l,  BB-1  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  .  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  6  finer,  1  in  62+, 

1  in  63+ ,  1  in  64,  2  in  66,  and  1  in  SP66.  A  marvelous  example  of  this  extremely  important  United  States  coin!  Iridescent  blue  and 
green  shades  can  be  seen  tucked  into  the  devices  beautifully.  The  date  is  quite  bold.  According  to  Martin  Logies  (the  author  of  the 
book  "The  1 794  Dollar  ’),  this  could  easily  quality  as  a  MS61 .  While  adjustment  marks  are  evident  on  both  sides,  they  aren't  distract¬ 
ing  but  rather  add  to  the  sensational  originality. 

*  .  • .  ~'x'. 

Silver  dollar  mintages  were  small  throughout  1794-1803  because  little  demand  existed  domestically  for  this  coin.  The  first  United 
States  Mint  struck  coins  to  order,  for  the  most  part.  Bankers  and  others  deposited  silver  and  gold  with  the  Mint,  which  the  Mint's 
workers  turned  into  coinage  and  then  delivered  to  the  owners  of  the  precious  metals. 

-  .  v 

Those  depositing  silver  with  the  Mint  in  the  first  years  showed  a  preference  for  the  more  convenient  half  dollars  than  for  the  silver 
dollars,  ordering  more  of  the  smaller  denomination  than  the  larger.  As  best  as  we  can  understand,  the  silver  was  too  large  for  small 
transactions  but  too  small  for  convenient  transportation  or  storage  of  large  sums.  Many  1794-1803  silver  dollars  were  melted. 

Striking  silver  dollars  that  were  only  going  to  be  melted  (or  exported)  was  wasteful  of  the  Mint’s  production  capacity.  Production 
of  this  denomination  ceased  after  1 803,  possibly  under  the  orders  of  President  Jefferson.  The  halt  in  production  for  the  silver  dollar 
proved  more  than  temporary.  It  wouldn't  be  struck  for  circulation  again  until  1840.  at  the  second  Philadelphia  Mint. 


In  the  Beginning. 

In  1794,  the  mint  did  not  have  a  coining  press  powerful  enough  to  strike  Dollar-size  coins,  the  largest  being  used  tor  Large  Cents  and 
Half  Dollars.  Therefore,  this  Half  Dollar  press  was  employed  to  strike  the  first  American  Silver  Dollars.  It  was  soon  revealed  that  it 
could  not  fully  strike  the  design  on  the  left  side  of  the  coin  (the  dies  being  slightly  misaligned).  Although  the  left  hand  stais  and  upper 
portion  of  the  left  side  reverse  letters  are  normally  weakly  impressed,  they  are  completely  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

All  known  strikes  of  this  issue  were  made  on  October  15.1 794.  The  designs  were  by  Robert  Scot,  originally  from  England,  who  also 
personally  cut  the  dies.  All  silver  specimens  known  to  us  show  weakness  in  the  strike  at  the  left  obverse  and  icverse,  as  described,  due 
to  skewing  or  oblique  alignment  of  the  dies;  the  unique  copper  specimen  with  lettered  edge,  apparently  intended  as  a  Proof  or  Pat¬ 
tern,  does  not  show  this  skewing  and  therefore  may  have  been  struck  first  or  on  a  separate  occasion.  It  is  conceivable  that  a  few  silver 
strikes  were  made  before  the  skewing  occurred  and  thus  would  have  a  full  strike  at  the  left  sides,  but  we  cannot  recall  having  seen  any. 
nor  do  we  have  any  record  of  sale  of  such  a  specimen  (PCGS  ft  39972) 

Historic  Note:  Mint  records  indicate  that  only  1 ,758  silver  dollars  were  minted  in  the  initial  year  of  production.  1794.  01  that  num¬ 
ber  probably  no  more  than  90-100  pieces  are  believed  extant  today  in  all  grades.  This  coin  has  very  little  actual  wear,  but  there  are 
innumerable  adjustment  marks  around  each  side  that  detract  somewhat  trom  its  overall  desirability.  Hie  adjustment  mar  s  t  at  are  so  , 
prevalent  were  commonly  done  in  the  early  days  of  the  mint  to  planchets  that  were  overweight.  A  file  was  drawn  across  the  surface 
and  excess  metal  removed  by  this  method  until  the  planchet  was  brought  down  to  the  desired  weight.  It  was  a  cru  e  met  c  ,  Ut I 
practices  give  early  American  coins  an  undeniable  charm.  This  piece  is  most  readily  identifiable  by  a  toning  spot  m  the  cxergual  area 
above  the  space  between  the  I  and  7  in  the  date.  The  unique  configuration  of  the  peripheral  adjustment  marks  also  help  identity  Hus  as 

the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  specimen. 


Estimated  Value 


$500,000  ■  MO, 000  , 


1 795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar  BB-l  3  Silver  Pin# 


1795  B-9,  BB-13  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-53  PQ.  Silver  Plug.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Taking  into  account  the  Sil¬ 
ver  Plug,  this  coin  is  quite  possibly  a  Rarity  6  or  7.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Appealing  multi-dimenstional  toning 
covers  both  sides  beautifully.  The  Silver  Plug  is  quite  pronounced  and  can  be  easily  seen  with  the  naked  eye. 

Flowing  hair  in  six  curls;  the  third  one  from  the  top  turns  downward  and  touches  the  fourth  curl.  Two  points  of  the  first  star  touch  the 
lowest  curl  which  ends  at  star  point.  The  last  star  or  lowest  one  on  the  right  is  mostly  under  the  bust,  and  a  point  nearly  touches.  (The 
dies  for  these  were  hand-made  rather  than  from  complete  punches  as  in  post- 1830s  coinage,  hence  the  great  variety  in  the  spacing  of 
the  stars  and  date  digits,  etc.)  Noteworthy  is  the  Close  date;  outlines  from  repunching  appear  at  top  of  5  and  right  top  of  7  (most  vis¬ 
ible  on  early  impressions  from  the  die).  I  closer  to  L  than  to  B  with  L  slightly  low.  This  workhorse  obverse  die  was  used  to  strike  1795 
BB-ll.BB-12,  and  BB-13. 

Reverse  C:  Two  leaves  under  each  wing.  17  berries,  nine  on  left  branch,  eight  on  right.  A  berry  is  on  the  outside  of  the  wreath  midway 
between  S  and  T  of  STATES,  the  only  variety  in  which  this  occurs;  the  arrangement  is  similar  to  that  used  on  the  1 794  dollar.  This 
reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-13  and  BB-l 4  (PCGS  #  39991) 

Historic  note:  When  David  Rittenhouse  was  hired  to  be  the  Philadelphia  Mint's  first  Director,  he  had  a  twofold  task  to  accomplish.  Tht 
first  was  to  begin  production  of  silver  coins,  especially  silver  dollars,  that  would  compare  favorably  in  weight  to  the  widely  circulated 
Spanish  (Carolus)  dollars.  Second,  the  coins  had  to  present  well.  The  first  goal  was  much  easier  to  realize  than  the  second.  Adjustment 
marks  and  even  silver  plugs  (as  here)  were  used  to  make  early  silver  dollars  conform  to  weight  specifications.  How  the  coins  appeared 
was  a  matter  of  considerable  experimentation  in  the  first  few  years  and  was  a  process  that  continued  until  the  Gobrecht  design  was 
adopted  and  modified  in  the  1830s. 

Estimated  Value .  $60,000  -  70,000  Price  Rc,iii;cd  $74^fi(M 

Ex:  Hesselvesser  Collection . 
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1795  B-4,  BB-14  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  EF-40  PQ.  Silver  Plug.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  With  the  addition  of  the 
Silver  Plug  this  coin  is  quite  possibly  a  Rarity  6  or  7.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Pleasing  antique  grAy  tones  with  a 
trace  of  golden  colors  cover  both  sides.  All  the  finer  detail  present  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  hair  waves  below  Liberty  s  ear  due  to 
the  high  relief  on  the  die  in  this  region. 

The  Bowers  Encyclopedia  notes  that  the  rims  on  this  issue  are  higher  than  most  other  1  795  dollars,  giving  them  a  somewhat  more 
“modern”  appearance  than  the  typical  variety  ot  this  year.  “Planchet  adjustment  marks  are  not  often  seen  on  BB-14.  It  may  well  be 
the  1795  BB-14  was  included  among  the  first  dollars  minted  in  1795.  As  such  it  helps  verify  the  varieties  listed  in  Striking  Period  1 
were  the  first  struck. 

On  the  Flowing  hair  style  dollars.  Liberty  is  facing  right,  flowing  hair  behind  her  head,  LIBERTY  above,  date  below,  with  stars  ar¬ 
ranged  eight  to  the  left  and  seven  to  the  right.  Reverse  with  eagle  perched  on  a  rock,  enclosed  by  a  wreath,  open  at  the  top.  and  with 
three  leaves  projecting  upward  beneath  the  wing  of  each  eagle.  Designer:  Robert  Scot. 


.  ex- 


rhe  Flowing  Hair  type  was  produced  only  in  1 794  and  1 795 .  No  doubt  a  greater  mintage  would  have  occurred  in  the  former  year. 

:ept  that  a  press  of  insufficient  capacity  was  all  that  was  on  hand,  and  the  coins  could  not  strike  up  satisfactorily.  Accordingly  mintage 
n  quantity  was  postponed  until  proper  equipment  could  be  obtained  in  1 795.  1  he  Plowing  Hair  dollars  encompass  many  interesting  , 

lie  varieties  (PCGS  #  39992) 


$30,000  -  40,000.rt  i>  <  K< 


Estimated  Value 


1795  B-4,  BB-14  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  vari¬ 
ety.  Peripheral  toning  exhibiting  blue-green  and  hints  of  russet  shades  are  noticeable  on  both  sides  of  this  almost  uncirculated  piece. 
Highly  attractive  and  carefully  preserved  with  warm  antique  accents  around  the  rims  on  both  sides.  All  but  fully  struck,  with  just  a 
insubstantial  touch  of  weakness  at  the  lowest  point  of  the  eagle's  right  wing  (viewing)  and  on  the  perch.  Wreath  is  finely  detailed.  Hair 
waves  on  Liberty  complete  and  in  bold  relief.  A  few  light  hairlines  on  the  portrait  in  in  the  fields. 

Obverse  2:  Star  15  is  "hidden  “  entirely  under  the  bust,  where  Miss  Liberty  cannot  “see”  even  a  part  of  it;  the  only  1795  obverse  with 
this  characteristic.  Flowing  hair  in  six  curls;  lowest  curl  ends  faintly  above  two  points  of  first  star,  and  close  to  one  point.  Close  date, 
figures  9  and  5  closest,  and  the  distance  between  the  1  and  7  about  the  same  as  between  the  first  star  and  figure  1 .  The  9  and  5  are 
lightly  repunched.  Two  center  dots;  the  larger  is  higher,  slightly  farther  to  the  right,  and  closest  below  ear.  Star  closer  to  date  than  in 
any  other  variety,  about  1 .5  mm.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-14  only. 

Reverse  C:  Two  leaves  under  each  wing.  17  berries,  nine  on  left  branch,  eight  on  right.  A  berry  is  on  outside  of  the  wreath  midway 
between  S  and  T  of  STATES,  the  only  variety  in  which  this  occurs;  the  arrangement  is  similar  to  that  used  on  the  1794  dollar.  Reverse 
die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-13  and  BB-14. 


Tied  For  Finest  1795  BB-14  pcr.s  aiiss 


1 795  BB-14  is  one  of  the  more  readily  available  issues  of  the  year.  An  estimated  350  to  550  exist  in  all  grades  combined.  The  special¬ 
ist  will  have  no  trouble  acquiring  a  specimen  in  just  about  any  grade  up  to  VF.  At  the  EF  level.  BB-14  becomes  somewhat  elusive,  but 
a  specimen  in  this  grade  can  usually  be  acquired  easily  with  less  than  a  year’s  search.  AU  coins  are  rare,  and  Mint  State  examples  arc 
very  rare  (PCGS  #39981) 


Estimated  Value . $25,000  -  35,000  Eric*  AY,/,  , ,,  $51,500 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection . 
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Fantastic  Silver  Plug  1 7Q5  Flowing  Hair  nniiar 


1795  B-7,  BB-18  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  Silver  Plug.  C AC  Approved  .  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1; 
none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Taking  into  consideration  the  Silver  Plug,  this  coin  is  likely  a  Rarity  5  or  higher.  Even  antique 
grey  coloration  is  highlighted  nicely  by  golden  undertones.  The  Silver  Plug  is  emphasized  well  by  a  small  area  ot  deep  blue  toning. 
This  sharply  struck  coin  displays  tremendous  eye  appeal  and  would  be  a  fantastic  addition  to  any  high  end  collection. 

BB-18  incorporates  Obverse  4  in  which  Liberty  ’s  flowing  hair  ends  in  six  curls.  The  lowest  curl  is  very  small  and  perfect.  It  touches 
the  innermost  point  of  star  1 ,  as  it  continues  to  nearly  complete  a  tiny  oval  loop.  The  curl  end  is  close  to  and  extends  toward  the  in¬ 
nermost  point  on  star  2.  Although  the  last  star  partly  under  bust,  it  is  not  as  far  under  as  BB-1 1 .  and  also  not  quite  as  close,  but  it  is 
near.  (Note:  In  BB- 14  the  last  star  is  entirely  under  bust.)  Wide  date,  most  space  between  1  and  7.  This  obverse  was  used  to  strike  1 795 
BB-1 6,  BB-1 7,  and  BB-18. 


The  obverse  is  paired  with  Reverse  F:  Three  leaves  under  each  wing.  The  only  14-berry  variety.  Seven  berries  on  each  branch.  There 
is  only  one  berry  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath  between  the  eagle’s  wing  and  ribbon  bow,  and  it  is  on  the  inside  of  the  wreath.  Two 
berries  below  the  D  in  UNITED.  Conspicuous  die  flaws  at  the  end  of  the  left  ribbon  are  identifiers.  E  m  AMERICA  double  punched  at 
top.  This  reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-1 8  and  BB-19  (PCGS  #  39993) 

1 795  BB- 1 8  is  one  of  the  more  available  varieties  of  the  year,  but  is  hard  to  find  in  higher  grades.  Probably,  about  500  to  8(H  sui  v  ive 

in  the  estimation  of  the  Bowers  Encyclopedia.  “In  his  1881  Type-Table,  J.W.  Haseltine  called  this  \  ai  iety  \u\  Kiie.saNs  Boyers. 

1950,  M.H.  Bolender  played  the  rarity  down  to  the  R-4  level,  which,  if  the  Sheldon  Scale  was  intended,  meant  that  Bolender  to  t  t  ut 
S’  somewhere  between  76  and  200  were  known.  Since  then,  many  more  have  been  identified." 


Bv 


“Inasmuch  as  a  Uncirculated  specimen  of  BB- 1 8  appeared  in  the  Lord  St.  Oswald  Collection  as  part  of  a  group  of  coins  acquired  u 
unerica  in  autumn  1795,  it  is  certain  that  BB-18  was  actually  stiuck  in  1 795. 


Intimated  Value 


.  (  anlinal/He.s.H'lue.sser  ( Olleefion. 


77 


.$80,000  -  90,000 


The  Hesselgesser  1 795  RR-2 1  Dollar 


1795  B-l,  BB-21  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  3;  5  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety,  3  in 

53, 1  in  55, 1  in  58.  Each  side  displays  multi-dimensional  toning.  Impressive  detail  for  the  grade. 


A  superior  specimen  with  exceptional  detail  on  both  sides.  Nearly  fully  struck  is  how  these  are  typically  found,  however  this  beauty 
shows  virtually  no  limitation  in  the  detail  at  the  hair  and  on  the  eagle,  it’s  perch,  or  the  leaves  in  the  wreath.  A  very  pleasing  specimen 
with  almost  endless  eye-appeal  for  the  connoisseur  of  18th  Century  Flow  Hair  coinage. 


1795  BB-21  is  a  very  affordable  variety.  Indeed,  it  is  second  only  to  BB-27  in  terms  of  its  widespread  availability.  Perhaps  as  many  as 
1 ,500  to  2,500  exist.  Most  of  these  have  been  bought  and  sold  privately.  However,  as  nearly  every  specialized  collection  has  had  one, 
many  have  crossed  the  auction  block  over  the  years. 


This  variety  can  be  found  well  struck,  with  sharp  centers  to  the  stars  on  higher-grade  examples,  as  here,  which  is  what  often  draws  the 
attention  of  collectors  since  other  varieties  may  not  be  so  bold  and  detailed. 


1795  BB-21  is  especially  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  with  the  average  being  in  the  range  of  VF20  to  35.  EF  specimens,  while  elusive, 
are  not  rare.  About  Uncirculated  specimens  occasionally  are  seen,  and  a  dozen  or  more  true  Mint  State  coins  exist  in  private  hands  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bowers  reference  guide  on  this  scries  (PCGS  #  39986) 


Estimated  Value . $18,000  -  22,000  I'm 

Fix:  Hesselgesser  Collection . 
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1795  2  Leaves  B-10,  BB-22  Rarity  7.  PCGS  graded  VF-30  PQ.  C  AC  \pprovt  .  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2 
finer  in  58  for  the  variety.  A  lovely  example  of  this  elusive  variety  which  J.W.  Haseltine  referred  to  as  “excessively  rare.  Both  sides 
exhibit  soothing  antique  gray  hues  with  some  russet  shades  splashed  here  and  there  throughout.  Identifiable  by  a  small  planchet  impu¬ 
rity  indentation  atop  the  first  S  in  STATES.  Choice,  perfect  rims;  smooth,  appending  surfaces  on  both  sides. 

1795  BB-22  is  a  very  rare  variety  of  which  probably  no  more  than  25  to  50  are  known.  Virtually  all  are  in  lower  grades  through  VF,  a 
notable  exception  being  the  F.C.C.  Boyd  coin,  later  appearing  on  the  market  in  other  sales,  which  is  a  superb  Uncirculated  example. 
Bolender  called  this  variety  R-6  ( 13  to  30.  it  he  was  using  the  Sheldon  Scale),  which  rating  is  essentially  unchanged  today. 

■ 

Obverse  6:  Flowing  hair  in  five  prominent  curls,  with  a  thin  faint  additional  curl  below  the  third  curl  from  the  top.  Innermost  point  of 
star  1  just  touches  lowest  curl.  The  curl  continues  upward  to  half  close  the  loop.  Head  high  and  closer  to  LIBERIA  than  on  most  other 
obverses.  The  date  is  wide,  with  more  space  between  1  and  7  than  other  figures.  The  7  in  the  date  was  repunched  over  an  erroneous  1 . 
prompting  some  to  catalogue  the  variety  as  1795  over  1 195.  The  erroneous  1  is  especially  visible  on  early  die  states.  This  die  bears  a 
very  close  resemblance  to  the  die  used  to  coin  BB-15;  especially  with  regard  to  the  high  position  of  the  head  and  the  relationship  of 

the  hair  curl  to  the  first  star. 


CAC  Approved  1 795  BB-22  Rarity  7 


As  is  the  case  with  the  obverse  used  to  coin  BB-27.  the  present  obverse  (also  used  to  coin  BB-22  and  BB-23)  had  the  head  of  Liberty 
deeply  impressed  into  the  die,  causing  it  to  be  in  slightly  higher  relief  than  most  other  varieties  of  the  year;  because  ol  this,  t  re  air  ; 

details  wore  away  quickly  as  the  coins  circulated. 

Reverse  H:  Two  leaves  below  each  wing.  18  berries  arranged  nine  left  and  nine  right.  A  berry  is  on  the  outside  of  the  wreath  opposiic 
C  in  AMERICA,  and  only  one  berry  opposite  last  A  in  AMERICA,  that  being  on  uts.de  ot  wreath  Jwo^nca  on  outside  ol  "oath  o 

right  between  eagle’s  wing  and  ribbon  bow.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  7  h  lift  unft  lltt.S 


Estimated  Value . 

I  \  :  flesselgesser  Collet  lion . 

I7‘) 


$40,000  -  50.000 


The  Hesselgesser  BB-27  Dollar 


1795  3  Leaves  B-5,  BB-27  Rarity  1.  PCGS  graded  EF-45  PQ.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  3;  11  finer  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety.  A  significant  amount  of  luster  is  still  evident  in  the  protected  areas.  Both  sides  are  deeply  toned  with  gold,  russet,  and  a  trace 
of  magenta  shades.  Sharp  detail,  most  of  the  rim  dentils  clear  except  for  minor  flattening  on  those  below  the  date.  All  major  detail 
evident  in  the  wreath  and  eagle  on  this  carefully  struck  coin. 

Obverse  9.  head  of  1795:  Flowing  hair  in  six  curls,  the  3rd  and  4th  close  together;  the  4th  has  a  tiny  curved  “tail”  extending  down¬ 
ward,  and  visible  on  higher  grade  pieces.  Lowest  curl  distant  from  star.  A  “bar”  over  2  mm.  long  extends  diagonally  from  close  to  top 
curl  toward  point  of  5th  star.  Look  for  the  “bar”  near  uppermost  curl.  (By  contrast,  BB-20  has  the  bar  near  4th  star.)  Wide  date,  the  1 
and  7  farthest  apart.  First  star  about  as  close  to  1  as  7  is  to  9.  Most  early  die  states  show  striking  weakness  at  the  centers. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  obverse  die  used  to  coin  BB-21 .  BB-22,  and  BB-23,  the  present  obverse  had  the  head  of  Liberty  deeply  im¬ 
pressed  into  the  die,  causing  it  to  be  in  slightly  higher  relief  than  other  varieties  of  the  year;  because-of  this,  the  hair  details  wore  away 
quickly  as  the  coins  circulated.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-27  only. 

!  :  18WMM 

Reverse  J:  Three  leaves  under  each  wing.  1 3  berries,  seven  on  left  branch,  six  on  right.  Three  leaves  under  each  wing  of  eagle.  Two 
berries  under  first  T  in  STATES,  one  on  inside  and  one  on  outside  of  wreath.  With  four  leaves  below  first  S  of  STATES  (late  state  of 
die,  also  used  to  coin  BB-25,  later  state,  and  BB-26;  the  state  used  to  strike  BB-25,  early  state,  has  only  three  leaves). 

Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1795  BB-25  (two  states;  Die  State  I  with  three  leaves  and  Die  State  III  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in 
STATES;  presumably,  one  of  the  leaf  recesses  in  the  die  was  clogged,  thus  preventing  one  leaf  from  striking  up),  BB-26  (later  state 
with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in  STATES),  and  BB-27  (later  state  with  four  leaves  under  first  S  in  STATES)  (PCGS  U  39977) 


Estimated  Value 


$15,000  -  20,000  Eric «  Realized  $ 


The  Finest  at  PCGS  1 797  Dollar  BB-71 


1797  10X6  Stars  B-3,  BB-71  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PC  GS  for 
the  variety.  Die  clash  marks  exist  on  both  sides  but  are  most  noticeable  on  the  obverse.  This  high  grade  example  is  lustrous  and  quite 
appealing,  with  luster  stretching  across  the  fields,  throughout  the  devices,  and  limited  only  on  the  topmost  points  of  the  design.  Light 
silvery  gray  patina,  old-silver  in  hue,  classic  appearance  of  a  well-cared  tor  specimen  from  an  old-time  collection. 


Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  Type.  Obverse  1:16  stars,  only  six  at  right  facing  bust.  A  die  dot  close  to  the  bottom  right  of  the  second 
digit  makes  the  date  read  17.97  (some  imagination  is  required);  the  last  7  is  high.  The  star  arrangement  of  10  stars  to  the  left  and  six  to 
the  right  is  unique  in  the  dollar  series.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1797  BB-71  only. 


Reverse  A:  Large  letters  in  legend.  8  berries  in  left  branch.  Leaf  ends  under  middle  (.1  E  in  STATES.  Lowest  berry  near  ribbon  bms 
is  on  outside  of  wreath.  Large  planehet.  A  leaf  is  almost  below  the  T  in  UNITED,  a  berry  is  under  the  center  of  the  first  T  in  ST  AT  I..S 
another  leaf  is  past  the  O  in  OF  and  another  leaf  is  very  close  to  the  R  in  AMERICA.  Three  leaves  below  eagle  s  right  (observer  s  left) 
wing.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1797  BB-71  only. 


1 797  BB-7 1  is  about  tied  with  B 11-73  in  terms  of  availability.  Estimates  are  that  1 .200  to  2.000  are  known.  If  anything.  BB-71  is  very 
slightly  scarcer  than  BB-73  (PCGS  ft  40004) 


,  . $35,000  -  45, (XX) 

Estimated  Value . 

AT:  I lesselgcsser  Collection. 
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The  Finest  Graded  RR-82  At  PCfiS 


1798  Small  Eagle  13  Obverse  Stars  B-l,  BB-82  Rarity  3. 
PCGS  graded  AU-58.  \ ppro\  ed .  Housed  in  a  new 

secure  plus  holder.  A  gorgeous  example  of  this  desirable 
variety.  The  obverse  exhibits  an  array  of  colors  including  gold, 
blue,  olive  green,  and  a  trifle  of  magenta.  The  reverse  toning  is 
particularly  impressive.  Identifiable  by  a  small  planchet  flake 
at  the  end  of  the  lowest  hair  ribbon;  there  are  a  couple  of  small 
marks  near  the  tip  of  the  right  wing  (facing).  Pop  1;  none 
finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety. 

Obverse  2:  13  Stars  (standard  star  count  of  the  year),  arranged 
7  left  and  6  right.  Close  date,  knob  9,  figures  98  close.  Squared- 
off  bottom  to  7.  The  space  between  stars  6  and  7  is  wider  than 
the  spaces  between  any  stars  1  through  6.  On  the  right,  the 
space  between  stars  10  and  . 11  is  wider  than  the  spaces  between 
any  stars  8  through  13.  Ray  of  star  13  points  at  junction  of 
bosom  and  drapery.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-82 
(earlier  use)  and  BB-91  (later  use). 

Reverse  B:  Small  Eagle,  Large  Letters  style.  Struck  from 
the  same  die  used  to  strike  1797  BB-73.  Eight  berries  in  left 
branch.  Lowest  berry  near  ribbon  bow  is  on  inside  of  wreath. 

E  of  STATES  lightly  rcpunched.  A  leaf  points  to  the  left  corner 
of  the  I  in  UNITED,  another  leaf  points  to  the  left  corner  of 
the  first  T  in  STATES  while  another  leaf  points  to  the  very  end 


of  the  O  in  OF.  Another  leaf  is  positioned  away  from  the  R  in 
AMERICA. 

This  reverse  die  was  used  earlier  to  strike  1797  BB-73  dollars. 
Die  States  I  through  IV,  then  removed  from  the  press  and  used 
to  strike  1 798  BB-82  Die  State  I  (with  cracks  slightly  advanced 
from  1797  Die  State  IV)  and  Die  State  II  (equivalent  to  1797 
BB-73  Die  State  V),  then  the  striking  of  1798  BB-82  dollars 
was  discontinued,  and  the  reverse  die  was  re-mated  with  the 
same  1797  obverse,  and  additional  1797  BB-73  dollars  were 
struck.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1797  BB-73  and  1798  BB-82. 

Of  the  two  1798  die  varieties  with  Small  Eagle  reverse  (BB-81 
and  BB-82),  1798  BB-82  is  the  more  plentiful,  but  only  by  a 
slight  margin.  1798  BB-82  is  the  only  1798-dated  dollar  with 
13  obverse  stars  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse; 
all  others  are  mated  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse. 

An  estimated  700  to  1 ,000  1798  BB-82  silver  dollars  exist. 
Several  hundred  specimens  exist,  most  of  which  are  VF.  EF 
examples  are  quite  scarce,  and  any  coin  in  better  grade  is  rare 
(PCGS  #  40006) 

estimated  Value  .$70,001)  -  SO, 000  Price  Kcalrai  \  >36 AM  2 


Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


jSfSgfiiS 


High  Grade  BB-Wi  Dollar 


1798  5  Lines  B-6,  BB-96  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  2;  1  finer  in  61  for  the  vari¬ 
ety.  Lustrous  with  golden  tones  throughout.  Quite  a  desirable  example  with  all  the  finer  design  elements  clearly  displayed,  including 
complete  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  on  the  scroll. 


Line  star  pattern  on  reverse.  Large  Letters  reverse,  5  lines  in  each  shield  element. 

This  obverse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-95  (early  state  only)  and  BB-96  (early  state  and  late  state). 


Reverse  F:  Large  Letters  reverse  from  1 796  type  font  (larger  interior  space  in  A.  open  S,  etc.);  5  lines  in  each  vertical  shield  element. 
This  was  one  of  the  first  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  dies  cut  in  early  1798  according  to  researchers.  A  ray  of  a  star  is  near  center  ol  space 
between  two  parts  of  eagle’s  beak,  but  does  not  touch;  star  ray  points  to  between  B  and  U.  Line  star  pattern.  Leaf  points  to  center  of 
in  AMERICA.  Only  10  perfect  arrows,  and  two  sticks  (one  stick  is  located  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  arrow  shall  irom  the  left  ant  t  e 
other  is  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  from  the  right).  Often  found  with  very  heavy  denticles  and  weakness  of  strike  at  the  centers.  1  he  base 

of  the  first  A  in  AMERICA  is  joined  solid. 

1 798  BB-96  is  of  medium  scarcity  within  the  context  of  varieties  of  this  date,  with  an  estimated  population  ot  >00  to  800  pieces-  As  is  j 
true  of  most  other  dollars  of  this  era.  the  VF  category  is  the  most  populous.  EF  examples  are  in  the  d.st.nct  minority,  and  Al  coins  are 

rarer  yet  (PCGS  #  40011) 


list i mated  Value 


.$9, (XX)-  11,000 


t.x:  Hessel^csser  Collection . 


183 


Elusive  BB-102  Rarity  5  Dollar 


1798  B-20,  BB-102  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-45  PQ.  (  VC  Approved.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  at 
PCGS  for  the  variety,  1  in  50, 1  in  58.  Both  sides  display  antique  grey  toning  with  a  hint  of  magenta  and  blue  iridescence  scattered 
here  and  there,  pleasing  overall  “antique”  effect  with  lighter  rubbed  silver  high  points  on  the  design.  All  in  keeping  with  the  consistent 
high  quality  demanded  by  our  consignor,  who  chose  only  problem-free,  original  specimens  for  the  most  part  to  include  in  his  variety 
set(s). 

BB-102  is  in  the  medium  range  of  scarcity  among  silver  dollars  of  1 798.  Probably  somewhere  around  75  to  1 25  are  known.  The  vari¬ 
ety  is  one  of  only  a  few  with  an  average  grade  below  the  VF  level.  A  review  of  auction  appearances  demonstrates  that  here  is  a  variety 
for  which  EF  and  AU  are  remarkable  grades.  Exactly  why  1798  BB-102  should  be  so  elusive  in  any  grade  above  VF  is  one  of  those 
mysteries  that  makes  collecting  early  dollars  so  interesting.  The  answer  probably  lies  in  the  method  of  distribution  (PCGS  it  40019) 


Estimated  Value 


$10,000  -  12,000  r> 


t\(*< 


Hesselgesser  BB- 1 02  Dollar.  Rarity  a 


1798  B-20,  BB-102  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  58  for  the  variety.  Calm¬ 
ing  golden  tones  lightly  accent  both  sides  of  this  almost  uncirculated  example.  Quite  attractive  inasmuch  as  it  shows  lustrous  around 
the  main  devices,  and  within  those  devices,  choice,  injury-free  rims,  and  smooth,  clean  sui  laces. 


Devices  are  sharp  in  all  areas,  as  struck,  as  desired  by  collectors,  which  the  grading  service  has  taken  into  consideration  m  assigning 
the  grade,  as  also  desired  by  collectors.  About  the  only  area  on  the  reverse  where  one  can  say  the  sharpness  might  be  better  is  along  the 
edge  of  the  left  wing  where  PLURIBUS  crosses.  BB-102  is  in  the  medium  range  of  scarcity  among  silver  dollars  o!  1798.  Probably 

somewhere  around  75  to  125  are  known. 


Later  die  state  with  a  heavy  rim  break  (which  in  its  early  development  is  often 

extending  to  the  last  A  in  AMLRICA  (PC’GS  it  40019) 


mistaken  for  a  bruise  or  a  nick)  below  the  eagle  s  tail. 


i.stinuik'd  Value 


$8, 000  -  10.000 


l  x  :  Hesselgexscr/Queller  ( Dllcction. 


Rarity  5.  1 798  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1798  B-10,  BB-109  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus 
holder.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  The  obverse  exhibits  shades 
of  russet,  violet,  and  blue-green  about  the  borders  while  the  reverse  displays 
similar  hues  scattered  throughout.  A  long  adjustment  line  crosses  the  reverse  from 
0(F)  through  the  scroll  and  into  the  shield  below,  which  will  serve  as  an  identifier 
of  this  particular  specimen. 

1798  BB-109  is  a  scarce  issue.  Estimates  are  that  75  to  125  exist,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  in  lower  grades.  Opinions  concerning  the  rarity  of  this  variety  have  been 
the  subject  of  debate.  Bolender  suggested  Rarity-4  (76  to  200  known,  if  he  used 
the  Sheldon  Scale),  which  may  be  correct  at  the  rarer  end  of  the  spread.  Others 
have  suggested  that  fewer  than  30  exist.  BB-109  is  almost  always  weakly  struck 
on  the  eagle  and  at  the  center  of  the  bust  (the  latter,  as  here)  (PCGS  #  40026) 

Estimated  Value . $8,000  -  10,000  Price  Realized  $11,212.50 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


i 


1X6 


CAC  Approved  BB- 1 1  s  Hollar.  Rarity  4 


1798  B-31,  BB-115  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-50  PQ.  C AC  Ap|  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  2;  2  finer  in  53 

for  the  variety.  Pleasing  antique  grey  toning  covers  both  sides  of  this  attractive  example.  A  hint  of  golden  coloration  is  visible  here 
and  there. 


Extensive  die  cracks  on  reverse.  Heavy  crack  from  border  down  through  right  side  of  0  to  cloud,  another  crack  from  border  to  top  of 
F  to  wing,  down  to  cloud  below,  from  border  at  right  wing  tip  through  A  under  MERICA  across  claw,  stem,  and  tail,  continuing  under 
UNI,  across  bottom  of  TED,  left  wing  tip,  center  of  STA.  Also  four  curved  die  cracks  down  from  TES  through  stars.  All  seen  arc  very 
weak  above  the  eagle’s  head  and  at  the  corresponding  obverse.  The  die  could  not  have  been  used  much  longer  than  this  die  state. 


1798  BB-1 15  is  known  to  the  extent  of  about  175  to  300  coins,  and  is  one  of  the  more  elusive  issues  ol  I  798.  Most  are  ot  Die  State 
IV  (see  above).  Most  are  in  lower  grades.  The  auction  listing  for  an  Uncirculated  piece  is  several  decades  old.  and  in  the  absence  of 
contradictory  information.  I  call  it  EF45  in  the  Condition  Census. 

It  is  a  small  wonder  that  even  as  many  as  1 75  or  so  coins  are  known,  considering  that  1  lasehinc  in  1 88 1  did  not  know  ot  the  variety.; 
It  was  a  rarity  in  M.H.  Bolender’s  eyes,  and  in  1950  he  estimated  that  no  more  than  a  dozen  existed  of  each  of  the  two  die  states  ot 
which  he  was  aware.  Since  then,  dozens  more  have  been  discovered  (PC  (»S  H  40032) 


Estimated  Value 


.$7,000  ■  $,000  I 


The  Finest  BB-120.  1 70S  Hollar 


17MS  B-12,  BB-120  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  MS-64  PQ.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  va¬ 
riety.  A  magnificent  uncirculated  example.  Sensational  eye  appeal!  This  coin  exhibits  booming  mint  luster  and  lovely  toning.  Golden 
tones  blanket  both  sides  spectacularly.  A  hint  of  iridescent  blue  and  magenta  can  be  seen  scattered  throughout. 


A  wonderful  coin  and  one  of  the  more  amazing  examples  of  this  date  known.  The  coin  is  toned  in  rich  orange-gold  with  a  patch  of 
light  silver-blue  on  the  upper  obverse.  The  reverse  is  more  evenly  blended  and  matches  to  orange-gold  found  on  the  obverse.  The 
fields  show  substantial  mint  luster  beneath  while  the  strike  is  very  sharp  for  this  or  any  1798  Bust  dollar.  Liberty's  curls  are  sharp: 
they  show  the  desired  division  not  only  near  her  temple  but  also  below  her  ear.  both  areas  which  are  frequently  poorly  struck  up.  On 
the  reverse  the  eagle  and  shield  are  mostly  full,  but  the  stars  and  portions  of  the  eagle’s  head  are  weakly  struck,  in  part  due  to  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  in  that  area,  but  this  is  also  quite  normal  for  this  die  pairing  which  is  always  found  weak  on  the  stars  over  the  eagle’s  head. 
Without  question,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  1 798  silver  dollars  known.  The  fields  and  devices  of  this  coin  take  the  breath  away,  and  such 
quality  is  rarely  seen  on  any  United  States  silver  coin  of  this  decade.  For  identification  purposes,  we  note  a  very  minor  nick  on  the 
back  of  Liberty’s  neck  just  touching  her  hair  curl  below  her  ear,  and  on  the  reverse  by  a  singular  scratch  (possibly  an  adjustment  mark) 
down  from  the  third  star,  through  the  back  of  the  eagle's  head,  grazing  the  left  side  of  the  first  U  of  UNUM.  through  the  horizontal 
shield  lines  where  it  fades  away. 


From  the  Heritage  description  of  2005,  we  quote:  "The  die  state  is  quite  late  tor  this  variety  and  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  die  show 
several  thin  die  cracks  and  these  are  described  in  detail  as  this  may  be  the  only  coin  to  show  some  of  these  die  cracks.  On  the  obverse 
the  usually  seen  die  crack  extends  up  from  the  rim  between  the  79  of  the  date,  there  is  an  additional  faint  crack  from  the  rim  to  the 
right  side  of  the  9  which  extends  into  the  field  above  that  digit.  Below  the  lower  left  curl  of  Liberty  there  is  a  very  faint  short  die  crack, 
another  longer  crack  extends  up  to  the  second  curl  from  the  bottom  of  Liberty’s  head  and  is  there  joined  by  a  heavier  die  crack  which 
curls  into  the  field  through  Liberty's  neck.  Yet  another  vertical  crack  branches  trom  the  previous  crack  very  close  to  the  dentil,  through 
the  first  star  at  the  inner  two  points  up  into  the  field  behind  Liberty’s  ribbon.  A  complex  crack  extends  up  through  the  last  tour  stats 
on  the  obverse,  and  branches  with  one  horizontal  line  through  most  of  Liberty  s  bust,  another  branch  slides  down  through  her  drapery 
to  the  rim  below.  One  additional  faint  crack  is  seen  running  below  Liberty  s  car  through  her  curls  pointing  to  the  rim  below  the  first 
star.  On  the  reverse  a  number  of  cracks  are  seen  there,  on  through  the  tops  of  UN,  middle  ot  IT.  base  of  ED  to  the  tops  ot  SI  A  and  out 
the  rim  over  the  final  S  of  STATES.  Another  die  crack  through  AM  into  the  field  below.  There  is  no  evidence  of  die  clashing  on  the 
obverse  or  reverse  die.  No  pedigree  information  was  included  with  the  present  coin  and  plate  matching  was  unsuccessful  to  a  number 
of  significant  Bust  dollar  sales.”  (PCGS  #  40037) 


Estimated  Value . 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection:  ex  Heritage  11/2005:  Jack  Lee  C  ollection  III. 


$100,000  -  120,000 


1798  B-9,  BB-121  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-58.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety. 

A  sharp  strike  for  the  variety.  Attractive  shades  of  gold  and  russet  can  be  seen  scattered  throughout.  Bold  centers  including  the  shield 
and  neck  feathers  on  the  eagle,  with  complete  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  impressed  into  the  ribbon.  Nearly  full  stars  above  the  eagle. 
Sharp  rims,  beautiful  toning. 

1798  BB-121  has  an  estimated  population  of  300  to  500  pieces,  enough  that  the  specialist  can  find  one  with  some  searching,  and 
probably  will  have  to  pay  no  more  than  a  “type"  price.  Most  specimens  of  BB-121  are  seen  in  lower  grade  levels,  though.  The  variety 
becomes  a  rarity  in  About  Uncirculated  grade  and  may  be  unknown  in  full  Mint  State,  if  today’s  strict  grading  interpretations  are  used 
(PCGS  #40038) 

- 

Estimated  Value . $12  W0  -  14  W0  Price  Realized  $17,S25& 

Ex:  Cardinal!  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


The  Finest  BB-121  1 798  Draned  Rust  Dollar 

I  ' 


The  Finest  BB- 1 52  Dollar  Graded  At  p rr.s 


1799  Irregular  Date  B-15,  BB-152  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  MS-64  PQ.  Housed 
in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Abso¬ 
lutely  phenomenal  cartwheel  luster!  This  coin  has  anything  that  even  the  most 
discerning  collector  could  ever  dream  of.  The  dazzling  eye  appeal  truly  sets  this 
beauty  apart  from  the  rest.  While  viewing  this  astounding  creation  one  can  hardly 
turn  away.  With  such  pizzazz  this  marvelous  example  is  deserving  of  a  strong  bid. 
An  opportunity  to  own  such  a  fantastic  piece  is  few  and  far  between. 


This  charming.  Finest  Known  example  includes  the  famous  “Blundered  Stars 
Reverse”  with  a  line  star  pattern  on  the  reverse  (only  1799  of  this  style). 


The  obverse  first  appears  in  1799  BB-151  and  is  known  in  numismatic  circles  as 
the  Irregular  Date.  The  obverse  die  was  used  to  strike  1799  BB-151  (first  use), 
BB-152  (intermediate  use),  and  BB-153  (final  use). 


The  Reverse  is  from  1798.  Struck  from  the  same  die  as  BB-123  and  BB-124  of 
the  1 798  dollars,  the  5  berries  are  the  smallest  of  any  variety  of  the  1 799  date  (just 
like  BB- 1 64  has  the  largest  berries  of  any  variety  of  the  1799  date).  A  die  crack 
joins  the  stem  end  to  the  border  below.  As  mentioned  above,  this  is  a  significant 
variety  as  the  only  1 799  dollar  with  a  “line  pattern  “  of  stars  on  the  reverse.  Most 
seen  are  very  weakly  struck  on  the  reverse  stars  (but  not  as  weak  as  on  1798  BB- 
124,  on  which  the  weakness  was  caused  by  an  extensively  damaged  lower  right 
obverse  die  being  opposite  on  the  coin).  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  cloud  3.  Re¬ 
verse  die  used  to  strike  1798  BB-123  (earliest  state),  BB-124  (intermediate  state, 
now  relapped);  and  1799  BB  152  (latest  state)  (PCGS  it  40045) 


Estimated  Value . $120,000  -  I40,0(X) 


Ex:  Cardinal! He sselfiesser  ( 1 ollection . 


191 


Tied  For  Finest  BB- 1 34 


1799  B-18,  BB-154  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  AU-55  PQ.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  3;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety.  The  obverse  is  deeply  toned  with  lovely  deep  and  saturated  shades  of  blue,  gold,  and  russet.  The  reverse  exhibits  primar¬ 
ily  golden  hues.  Centers  a  little  weak  due  to  uneven  metal  flowing  into  the  deepest  die  recesses;  outer  margins  away  from  the  center 
increasingly  sharp  to  needle-sharp  with  full-featured  milling  at  the  border  and  unimpeachable  stars  to  either  side  of  Liberty. 


A  rare  die  pairing,  on  this  obverse  (Bowers'  Obverse  3  designation),  star  8  is  farther  from  Y  than  the  first  star  from  curl,  or  than  star  7 
is  from  L,  or  the  last  star  from  bust.  The  highest  curl  on  top  of  head  is  centered  under  right  the  edge  of  E  and  the  space  between  E  and 
R,  the  farthest  right  of  any  1799  obverse.  This  is  the  same  die  used  for  BB-155.  The  first  three  obverse  stars  show  light  repunching 
(visible  on  high-grade  specimens).  On  the  left,  stars  2  and  3  are  much  closer  than  are  any  other  stars  to  each  other;  stars  4-5  and  6-7 
have  the  widest  spacing.  On  the  right,  stars  8-9  and  9-10  are  more  closely  spaced  than  are  the  other  star  pairs. 


Reverse  F  (exclusive  to  BB-1.54)  has  a  heavy  die  crack  between  E  and  D  through  the  left  wing,  to  the  top  of  the  shield  —  the  best  aid 
to  identifying  the  variety.  Lighter  cracks  usually  through  TATES  O,  from  lower  part  of  F  to  top  of  A.  from  border  above  R.  top  of  1, 
through  CA,  stem  end,  tail,  up  through  NIT.  Small  point  at  stem  end.  A  does  not  touch  feathers.  Leaf  points  below  left  side  of  upright 
of  I  in  AMERICA.  Point  of  star  touches  lower  point  of  eagle’s  beak.  The  U  and  the  T  in  UNITED  are  repunched.  Far  right  edge  of  A  is 
over  cloud  3.  “Usually  weakly  struck  at  reverse  center,”  says  Bowers,  and  that  applies  to  this  high  quality  specimen  (PCGS  #  40046) 
Later  die  state  with  extensive  cracks  through  STATES  O  and  from  rim  between  ED  into  wing  and  shield.  Several  other  reverse  cracks 
noted  as  wel  such  as  from  the  rim  above  R  through  those  letters,  crossing  branch  tip  and  tail  to  feather  ends. 


Estimated  Value 


.$10, 000  -  12,000  Ern  e  A\  <  d  $7,  % 


CAC  Approved  BB-  I  S  7  1 79ft  Dollar 


I 


1799  B-5,  BB-157  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  CAC  Approved.  Housed  in 
a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  2;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Gorgeous  lilac 
toning  and  lustrous  fields  make  this  near  mint  state  example  quite  desirable.  A  beautiful 
high  grade  example  of  the  variety. 


One  of  the  more  plentiful  1799  varieties.  On  the  obverse,  the  U  in  UNITED  is  imper¬ 
fect  at  upper  left,  the  vertical  element  being  cut  off  at  the  upper  lett  side,  taking  with 
it  the  upper  left  serif;  a  defective  punch  was  employed  (used  on  three  different  dies  to 
strike  BB-157;  BB-158,  BB-159,  BB-160,  and  BB-161;  and  BB-168).  Leaf  points  al¬ 
most  under  left  side  of  upright  of  I  in  AMERICA.  All  six  upper  stars  touch  clouds,  the 
two  on  right  each  having  two  points  touching,  and  other  lour  have  one  point  touching 
(the  star  that  is  below  clouds  2-3  nearly  touches  3).  Far  right  edge  ot  A  is  over  junction 
of  clouds  3  and  4.  Point  of  star  touches  point  of  lower  part  of  eagle  s  beak;  ray  points 
directly  to  center  of  left  upright  of  U  in  PLURIBUS.  A  touches  third  feather. 


The  reverse  is  similar  to  the  die  used  to  coin  BB-158  (later,  BB-159,  BB-160,  and  BB- 
161  ),  a  die  which  must  have  been  made  about  the  same  time,  but  can  be  easily  dis¬ 
tinguished.  On  BB-157,  the  two  upper  stars  on  the  right  have  two  points  which  touch 
clouds  7  and  8.  On  BB-158,  etc.,  the  upper  right  star  has  only  one  point  which  touches 
cloud  8.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-157  only  (PCGS  it  40049) 


Estimated  Value . $10,000  -  12,000  Price  Keali. 


i.  \ :  Hesse  lues  ser  Collection . 


Nicely  Toned  BB- 1 59  nollar  Rarity  4 


1799  8X5  Stars  B-23,  BB-159  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  AU-53. 

Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety,  1  in  55, 1  in  58.  Lovely  multi-dimensional  coloration  graces 
both  sides  of  this  attractive  example.  The  devices  are  marginally  soft  on 
the  high  points  but  all  design  features  remain  smooth  and  unimpaired 
by  marks  or  mishandling  —  a  major  benefit  to  someone  who  is  looking 
for  a  properly  graded  PCGS  example  of  this  Red  Book  variety. 

Only  5  stars  to  right  of  bust.  The  obverse  stars  are  arranged  eight  to 
the  left  and  five  to  the  right;  the  only  1799  with  this  peculiar  arrange¬ 
ment.  The  reason  for  this  configuration  is  unknown.  It  may  have  been  a 
blundered  die,  or  the  engraver  may  have  accidentally  punched  the  eight 
stars  on  the  left  after  just  having  cut  a  die  for  a  1799  $10  gold  coin  (all 
of  which  have  stars  arranged  8x5  this  year).  He  would  then  have  been 
forced  to  complete  the  die  using  only  five  stars  on  the  right.  Given  the 
care  taken  to  prepare  dies  at  the  Mint  for  dollar  coinage  this  year,  the 
8x5  stars  blunder  is  all  the  more  remarkable.  Obverse  die  used  to  strike 
1799  BB-159  only  (PCGS  #  40063) 


Estimated  Value . $8,000  -  10,000  Price  Realized  $10,062.50 


Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


.  HE? 


194 


Lovely  1 799  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1799  B-17,  BB-164  Rarity  2.  PCGS  graded  AU-50.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  2;  3  finer  at  I’Ct.S  lor  the  variety, 

1  in  53  1  in  58, 1  in  62  Appealing  lilac  tones  cover  both  sides.  A  substantial  amount  ot  luster  can  be  seen  throughout,  t  - 
reverse  has  five  extremely  large  berries  in  olive  branch,  the  largest  on  any  1 799  dollar.  The  two  upper  berries  are  partly  buned  I  tn i  the 
leaves.  Point  of  star  enters  eagle's  mouth,  upper  par,  of  beak  dosing  down  on  star.  The  point  ot  ouches  owe  part  o, 

beak;  ray  points  to  left  edge  of  left  serif  of  U  in  PLURJBUS.  Leaf  points  near  let!  corner  of  I  in  AMERIl  A.  A  does  not  touch  leather 

Very  short  stem  in  claw;  shortest  stem  on  any  1799  reverse. 


Unique  to  this  reverse  arc  raised  die  Haws  resembling  an  equal  sign  (  )  at  an  angle  undei  the  star  that  straddles  c  ...punched 

incuse  die  mark  a,  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  leftmost  cloud  is  present  on  the  early  the state; 

the  inside  of  its  lower  loop  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  junction  of  clouds  3  and  4.  The  letters  in  E  Pl.URIBUS  UN  UM  seem  large,  and 

in  some  instances  differently  proportioned  on  this  reverse  (and  also  on  BB- 162,  a  different  dte)  . . 

the  year.  Are  they  just  more  deeply  raised  on  the  die  or  was  this  from  a  dttferen.  se,  ol  letter  punches?  ,1  (  C.S  »  411055) 

. $7,000  -  s,000  r>  ii-c  Rc<ih:ed  $64$ 

Estimated  Value . 


1 799  BB- 1 6F>  Rarity  a 


I 


1799  B-8,  BB-165  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-50  PQ. 

Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  at 
PCGS  for  the  variety,  1  in  53, 1  in  62.  Compelling  blue 
shades  accompanied  by  golden  tones  can  be  seen  about  the 
borders  here  and  there  on  both  sides.  The  surfaces  under¬ 
neath  are  extremely  appealing  to  the  numismatist’s  critical 
eye.  There  are  no  overt  marks,  no  corrosion,  but  instead  just 
plain,  beautiful  smoothness  with  natural  color  as  acquired 
over  many  decades  in  a  collector’s  coin  cabinet. 

1799  BB-165  is  one  of  the  more  plentiful  varieties  among 
dollars  of  this  date.  About  600  to  1 ,000  are  known  today. 
Most  are  in  worn  grades,  with  the  norm  being  Very  Fine.  A 
few  Mint  State  coins  exist  (PCGS  #  40056) 

Die  characteristics:  Liberty  with  open  mouth.  First  star  is 
slightly  farther  from  curl  than  last  star  is  from  bust,  or  about 
2  mm.  from  curl.  The  7th  star  is  slightly  closer  to  L  than 
8th  star  is  to  Y.  There  is  a  die  chip  between  star  9  and  the 
border.  Star  10  is  slightly  repunched  on  its  innermost  ray. 

On  the  left,  the  stars  are  fairly  evenly  spaced.  On  the  right, 
stars  10  and  1 1  are  significantly  closer  than  any  of  the  oth¬ 
ers.  Highest  curl  on  top  of  head  is  centered  more  under  right 
half  of  E  in  LIBERTY.  Die  flaws  on  the  reverse,  inside  and 
to  right  top  of  final  S  in  STATES.  Far  right  edge  of  A  is  over 
junction  of  clouds  3  and  4.  Point  of  star  touches  point  of 
lower  part  of  eagle’s  beak;  ray  points  to  left  of  left  upright 
of  U  in  PLURIBUS.  Leaf  points  slightly  right  of  center  of  I 
in  AMERICA.  AME  join  at  lowest  part.  The  N  in  UNITED 
was  initially  cut  upside  down  and  later  corrected.  The  only 
date  and  variety  that  uses  these  dies. 

Estimated  Value.  $7,000  -  8,000  Price  Realized  $6,037.50 


1% 


Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


Rarity  5.  BB-168  Dollar 


1799  B-22,  BB-168  Rarity  5.  PCGS  graded  EF-45.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  1  finer  in  50  for  the  variety.  Lovely 

antique  grey,  gold,  and  a  trifle  of  subtle  blue  toning  is  evident  on  both  sides.  The  detail  above  the  die  crack  on  the  reverse  is  quite 
impressive. 

From  the  same  Obverse  10  used  to  strike  BB-167,  there  are  two  raised  die  flaws  in  the  field,  or  "tears,”  before  the  eye,  one  very  clear. 
The  smaller  is  in  the  field  close  to  and  opposite  to  the  bottom  of  the  forehead,  just  above  the  bridge  of  the  nose.  The  larger  and  by  lar 
the  most  notable  is  in  the  field  about  40%  of  the  way  from  the  nose  bridge  to  star  9.  The  last  star  is  near  the  bust  (about  0.5  mm.)  and 
a  little  closer  than  the  8th  star  is  to  Y.  The  7th  star  is  farther  from  L,  while  the  first  star  is  nearly  2  mm.  from  the  curl.  Stars  1 1 .  1 2.  and 
13  point  to  spaces  between  denticles.  A  small  die  flaw  is  visible  in  the  field  to  left  of  a  ray  of  star  8  closest  to  the  bottom  ot 'i .  The  last 
9  is  about  as  near  bust  as  star  8  is  to  Y.  Die  flaw  from  outer  point  of  1 0th  star.  According  to  Bowers,  “All  examples  are  weakly  struck 

on  the  hair.” 


Unique  to  this  variety  is  Reverse  P:  Horizontal  die  crack  entirely  across  center  of  reverse,  from  right  s.de  ot  E  to  left  side  ot  M 
One  arrow  extends  slightly  past  right  side  of  upright  of  N.  Star  touches  lower  point  of  eagle’s  beak;  ray  points  to  left  upright  ot  l  in 
PLURIBUS.  Leaf  point  is  slightly  right  of  being  under  center  of  1  in  AMERICA.  Letter  A  touches  onty  - ld  eal  lc,_  in  ls 

cut  off  at  upper  left.  It  appears  there  was  a  defective  U-punch  (used  on  three  different  dies  to  strike  BB-157;  BB-15S.  1.9. 161  and 
162;  and  BB-168).  The  far  right  edge  of  A  is  over  cloud  3.  This  reverse  die  used  to  strike  1799  BB-168  on  y. 


"With  a  known  population  estimated  to  be  in  the  range  of  300  to  500  coins.  1 799  BB- 1 68  is  at  once  elusive  but  sufficiently  available 
that  every  serious  specialist  can  own  one.  Most  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  through  \  1 .  LI  coins  aie  \eiy  rare. .  u 
are  they?  Mint  State?  Forget  it.”  (PCGS  H  40059) 


Estimated  Value 


. $7,000  -  s.  ooo  r 


The  Finest  Graded  RR- 1 84  At  pros 


1800  B-12,  BB-184  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-55.  Housed  in  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  none  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety.  Mostly 
untoned  with  a  minute  splash  of  blue  coloration  here  and  there.  Quite 
lustrous,  well  centered  with  long  dentils  providing  a  picture-frame  border 
for  the  inner  design.  Surfaces  smooth  and  mar-free.  A  winner  in  anyone’s 
book! 


What  distinguishes  this  BB  variety  is  its  reverse:  A  die  dot  inside  the 
lower  part  of  E  in  UNITED,  and  a  more  prominent  die  flaw  at  the  lower 
left  side  of  E  in  AMERICA.  A  flaw  or  crack  like  a  single  quotation  mark 
or  line  is  visible  to  the  upper  left  of  U  in  UNITED.  These  things  quickly 
distinguish  this  reverse  from  all  others.  Left  side  of  N  in  UNUM  about 
in  a  line  with  edge  of  eagle  ‘s  neck  the  only  1800  reverse  for  which  this 
is  true.  Smallest  letters  in  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  of  any  reverse  die  used 
this  year.  The  berries  are  small.  Leaf  point  under  left  side  of  upright  of  I 
in  AMERICA.  Point  of  upper  part  of  eagle’s  beak  shuts  down  near  point 
of  star.  A  does  not  touch  feathers,  and  AME  do  not  join.  A  over  clouds 
2  (partly)  and  3  (mostly).  Tip  of  arrowhead  under  right  upright  of  U  in 
UNITED.  The  U  in  UNITED  is  defective  at  its  upper  left  corner,  from  a 
broken  punch  (as  with  1799  reverses  H,  I  and  P),  but  was  hand-corrected 
by  its  engraver;  thus,  this  is  possibly  one  of  the  earliest  1800  dies.  The 
fact  that  all  but  two  1799  reverses  had  small  letters  in  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  also  reinforces  this  suggestion.  This  reverse  die  used  to  strike 
1 800  BB-1 84  only  (PCGS  #  40070) 

Estimated  Value . $9,000  -  11,000  Price  Realized  $14,375.00 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


198 


Golden  Toned  1 800  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1800  B-8,  BB-188  Rarity  4.  PCGS  graded  VF-35.  Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  in  53  for  the  variety.  Golden 

tones  paired  with  a  trace  of  magenta  blanket  both  sides  beautifully. 


BB-188  is  a  scarce  variety  with  perhaps  150  to  275  pieces  known.  Look  for  the  die  'dot'  inside  lower  part  of  R.  near  the  left  upright, 
in  LIBERTY.  This  easily  distinguishes  this  die.  which  was  also  used  for  BB-189.  Left  base  of  E  slightly  high  in  relation  to  bottom  of  B 
(this  same  characteristic  is  true  of  the  different  obverse  used  to  strike  BB- 1 93).  Mouth  of  Liberty  closed.  Star  7  is  closer  to  L.  by  a  tiny 
amount,  than  star  8  is  to  Y.  and  star  1 3  is  separated  from  the  bust  even  farther,  and  the  hair  from  star  1  farther  yet.  On  the  left,  stars  1  -2 
and  2-3  are  closer  together  than  are  any  other  stars.  On  the  right,  stars  10-11  and  12-13  are  wider  apart  than  are  any  other  stars.  Stars 
2-3  and  11-12  are  slightly  misaligned  in  relation  to  each  other. 


Reverse  E:  Three  upper  stars  on  right  on  reverse  do  not  touch  clouds.  Three  upper  stars  on  left  on  reverse  each  have  one  point  touch¬ 
ing  clouds.  Leaf  points  slightly  left  of  center  of  I  in  AMERICA.  Star  enters  eagle's  mouth,  upper  part  ol  beak  closing  down  on  side 
of  star  point.  Letter  A  just  touches  3rd  and  4th  feathers.  AME  do  not  join  each  other.  Very  large  berries.  A  over  clouds  -  and  3.  1  ip  ot 
arrowhead  under  center  of  U  in  UNITED.  This  reverse  die  used  to  strike  1 800  BB- 1 88  only  (PCGS  #  40074) 


Estimated  Value 


$3,500  ■  4,000 


Golden  Toned  1 800  Dranert  Rust  Dollar 


1800  B-5,  BB-189  Rarity  5.  NGC  graded  AU-55.  Nice  golden  ton¬ 
ing  on  both  sides.  Pop  2;  2  finer  in  58  for  the  variety.  Well  struck 
on  a  smooth,  defect-free  planchet.  Scarce,  with  200  to  350  examples 
known  (usually  well  worn,  rarely  in  AU  grades).  Shares  an  obverse 
with  BB-188,  but  now  Reverse  F:  A  die  flaw  just  to  left  of  lower  part 
of  second  T  in  STATES  quickly  identifies  this  reverse,  the  die  also 
used  for  BB-190.  Star  enters  eagle’s  mouth,  the  upper  part  of  beak 
touching  star.  All  the  stars  above  firmly  touch  clouds,  except  the 
star  under  cloud  7  which  is  very  close.  Leaf  points  under  left  side 
of  upright  of  I.  The  A  touches  both  3rd  and  4th  feathers,  AM  joined 
at  lower  part.  Center  of  A  over  cloud  3.  Tip  of  arrowhead  under  left 
side  of  right  upright  of  U  in  UNITED.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike 
1800  BB-189  (earlier  use)  and  BB-190  (later  use). 

Estimated  Value . $12,000  -  13,000  Price  Realized  $7,762.50 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


200 


1 800  Draped  Bus!  Dollar.  1 2  Arrows 


1800  12  Arrows  B-17,  BB-196  Rarity  1.  PCGS  graded  AU-53  PQ. 

Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  at  PCGS  for  the 
variety,  1  in  55,  1  in  62.  Golden  colors  and  antique  grey  tones  blan¬ 
ket  both  sides  nicely.  The  fields  smooth  and  free  of  problems,  the 
eye-appeal  second  to  none  for  a  higher  quality  BB-196  Bust  Dollar! 

A  “collar”  (clash  mark)  shows  along  neck  about  half  the  length  of 
bust,  due  to  clashing  from  the  reverse  die.  A  line  extends  to  left 
from  just  above  foot  of  1  in  date.  Upper  left  star  very  distant  from 
L,  almost  as  far  as  first  star  is  from  hair,  between  2  and  3  mm.  180 
in  date  close,  1  originally  cut  too  far  to  the  left.  Obverse  die  used  to 
strike  1800  BB- 196  only. 

Reverse:  Only  12  arrows.  Point  of  star  touches  point  of  upper  part 
of  eagle’s  beak.  Leaf  point  is  under  left  side  of  stand  of  I  in  AMER¬ 
ICA.  Center  of  A  over  cloud  3.  Tip  of  arrowhead  under  right  upright 
of  U  in  UNITED.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1 800  BB- 1 96  only 
(PCGS  #40079) 

Estimated  Value . $10,000  -  11 ,000  Price  Realized  $6,900 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


Lovely  Toned  1801  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1801  B-2,  BB-212  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-58  PQ.  C  V(  .  Housed  in  a 

new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  in  63  for  the  variety.  A  magnificent  coin  loaded 
with  pizzazz  and  sensational  eye  appeal!  Quite  lustrous.  Each  side  exhibits  marvelous 
rainbow  toning  that  warrants  spirited  bidding.  An  impressive  example  that  would  be  a 
fantastic  addition  to  a  world-class  collection. 

Condition  Census.  The  population  of  1 801  BB-212  is  about  500  to  900,  as  estimated  by 
the  Bowers  Encyclopedia  of  Silver  Dollars,  or  about  the  same  as  1801  BB-21 1 .  These 
two  varieties  are  the  two  most  populous  of  the  year.  However,  of  the  four  business  strike 
varieties  of  the  date,  none  is  a  rarity.  “Examples  are  quite  rare  AU  or  finer.”  (PCGS  # 
40084) 

Estimated  Value . $20,000  -  25,000  Price  Realized  $2/  ,850 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 


202 


Golden  Toned  1 80 1  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1801  B-3,  BB-213  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-53  PQ.  Housed  in  a  new 
secure  plus  holder.  Pop  3;  2  finer  at  PCGS  for  the  variety,  1  in  55, 1  in 

62.  Lustrous  with  lovely  golden  and  russet  hues  scattered  throughout.  The 
reverse,  used  only  on  BB-213,  has  a  point  of  a  star  touching  the  outside  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  eagle’s  beak.  Right  foot  of  all  T's  missing,  the  result 
of  a  broken  punch  (apparently,  this  die  was  made  immediately  after  the 
die  for  1801  BB-214,  which  has  a  partially  broken  lower  right  serif).  A 
touches  3rd  feather  only.  13  arrows.  AM  joined  at  base,  E  extremely  close 
(Bolender  said  it  is  joined).  Leaf  touches  I  in  AMERICA  slightly  right  of 
center  of  base.  Star  under  cloud  7  double  punched  (an  interesting  error, 
but  a  rare  one;  it  is  a  wonder  that  more  stars  were  not  double  punched  c. 
1798-1803). 

Bowers  Encyclopedia  note:  “As  1801  BB-213  was  struck  after  1801  BB- 
212  (per  obverse  die  state  evidence),  and  as  1801  BB-212  was  struck  no 
earlier  than  1802,  it  follows  that  1801  BB-213  was  also  struck  no  earlier 
than  1802.  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1801  BB-213  only.’ 

Bowers  estimates  that  about  425  to  800  examples  are  known  of  the  1801 
BB-213  dollar  today.  This  is  just  slightly  more  available  than  BB-214. 
and  each  of  these  two  varieties  is  less  abundant  than  1801  BB-21 1  and 
BB-212.  Again,  the  issue  is  scarce  in  higher  grades  such  as  About  Uncir¬ 
culated.  “Although  a  number  of  Mint  State  coins  have  crossed  the  block, 
these  date  from  before  1986  when  the  change  in  grading  interpretations 
took  place.”  (PCGS  #  40085) 

Estimated  Value . $10,000  -  12,000  Price  Realized  $8,337.50 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection . 


CAC  Approved  BB-252  Hollar 


1803  Small  3  B-5,  BB-252  Rarity  3.  PCGS  graded  AU-50  PQ.  CAC  Approved 
Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Pop  1;  2  finer  in  53  for  the  variety.  Olive- 
green,  gold,  and  antique  grey  tones  are  visible  on  both  sides.  The  striking  detail  is 
immeasurably  finer  than  average  for  this  series,  with  all  but  one  or  two  stars  on  the 
left  side  showing  full  star  points.  Lovely  colors.  Equally  splendid  surface  originalilty 
that  is  free  from  injury  (as  are  the  rims,  which  are  choice  throughout). 


Thin  top  to  3,  the  3  is  too  high.  Figures  of  the  date  are  all  close,  as  though  the  engrav¬ 
er  had  to  utilize  the  small  space  under  the  bust.  Stars  8  and  13  are  about  equidistant 
from  Y  and  bust  on  this  variety,  and  much  closer  than  stars  1  and  7  are  from  hair  and 
L.  On  the  left,  star  pairs  23  and  5-6  are  closest,  while  stars  6-7  are  noticeably  wider 
than  any  of  the  others.  On  the  right,  stars  1011  and  12-13  are  wider  apart  than  any 
others,  but  not  by  much.  The  3  almost  touches  bust,  and  1  is  near  curl.  This  obverse 
die  used  to  strike  1803  BB-252  only  (PCGS  #  40097) 


Estimated  Value . $8,000  -  10,000  Price  Realized  $  10,002.50 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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Rarity  6  1 803  Dollar 
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1803  Small  3  B-3,  BB-256  Rarity  6.  PCGS  graded  VF-20. 

Housed  in  a  new  secure  plus  holder.  Soothing  antique  grey 
hues  blanket  both  sides.  A  splash  of  gold  and  blue  toning  can 
be  seen  here  and  there  about  the  borders. 

As  1803  BB-256  stands  alone  without  die  linkage  to  any 
other  1803  dollars,  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  the  striking 
sequence  within  the  year. 

■■ 

Obverse  6:  Thin  top  to  3,  position  of  3  similar  to  1803  BB- 
25 1 .  but  star  8  is  more  distant  from  Y.  Close  date.  On  the  left, 
stars  1  and  2  are  more  widely  separated  than  are  any  others. 
Obverse  die  used  to  strike  1803  BB-256  only. 


Reverse  C:  AM  touch  at  base.  Point  of  star  touches  point  of 
lower  part  of  eagle’s  beak.  Very  short  stem  in  claw.  Right  edge 
of  right  foot  of  A  over  edge  of  cloud  4  (the  only  such  instance 
for  a  dollar  of  1803).  Reverse  die  used  to  strike  1803  BB-256 
only. 


The  1803  BB-256  is  the  second  rarest  die  variety  of  the  year 
(after  BB-253,  if  BB-253  exists).  Bowers  puts  an  estimate  of 
30  to  60  known,  observing  that  “Examples  seldom  surtaee 
on  the  market.  This  issue  is  one  that  the  specialist  would  be 
well  advised  to  acquire  in  any  condition,  using  leisure  time  to 
upgrade  if  the  opportunity  is  presented.”  (PCGS  ft  40100) 


Estimated  Value .  $5,000  -  6,000  /’ 

Ex:  Hesselgesser  Collection. 
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